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    THE SHIFT IN CHRISTIANITY TODAY
The PCNV meeting on 14 February began with a
quote from the book by theologian Harvey Cox that
inspired the topic for the meeting:

“It is true that for many people ‘faith’ and ‘belief’ are
just two words for the same thing. But they are not
the same…. We can believe something to be true
without it making much difference to us, but we
place our faith only in something that is vital for the
way we live…. It will be hard to comprehend the
tectonic shift in Christianity today unless we
understand the distinction between the two.”
Harvey Cox, The Future of Faith.

The three speakers told their personal stories of
change that in each case affirmed the practice of
life enriching religion rather than promotion of
traditional  belief systems.

Pastor Rob Buckingham started from an atheist
childhood and youth. His encounters with the
church were off-putting. “I thought God had never
existed or God had died and no one had told the
relatives”. Now as the pastor of a large Pentecostal
church he affirms vital spiritual experience, involves
people in justice and aid programs and welcomes
diverse life styles. “We come to the point where we
can embrace and accept each other even if we
disagree”.

Chris Page described his personal journey that
increasingly let go of some beliefs to practice the
presence of God. “Beliefs are important but the
beliefs I want inculcated in me are always those
that are life affirming”. “If I was given the choice
between absolute truth and the search for truth I
would choose search for truth because absolute
truth becomes arrogant.”

The third speaker, Brent Lee emphasised the
importance for him of a combination of
contemplation and activism. When asked, ‘What is
the most important word “reflection” or “action”? My
answer is “And”.

BOOK ORDER
The book, The Future of Faith by Harvey Cox
can be ordered from PCNV for $36.99 plus
$3.00 postage . This offer ends on 2 April.

Send your cheque or money order with your
name and mailing address to:
  PCNV
  76 Coppin Street, Malvern East Vic 3145

Or call 03 9571 4575 to arrange to receive a
form with credit card payment details.

Welcoming diversity and ambiguity
Among the characteristics of the progressive Christian movement around the world are
encouragement of open minds and welcoming diversity of both religious understandings and
personal life styles. Those values are sometimes easier to affirm than to live with, especially
as we try to find our own faith to live by.

Our first three PCNV meetings in 2010 explore aspects of contemporary diversity

Between the writing of this Newsletter and our second meeting on “The Case for God” we are
likely to have a wave of publicity for the case for atheism as the Global Atheist Convention
meets in Melbourne. All of that will be stimulating background to both the PCNV meeting on
21 March to explore our contemporary experiences and understandings of religion and to the
international conference from 15 – 18 April in St Kilda, “Living the progressive religion dream”.

There are details in the following pages.
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GRETTA VOSPER, “With or without God—why the way we live is more
important than what we believe”.  Book Review by Murray Lloyd

Murray is a PCNV member and a retired medico committed to helping himself, his extended
family and others create an optimally resilient approach that will help to make their lives a truly
meaningful experience. (Reference: letter to family published in the Newsletter of April, 2009)

In terms of a problem solving sequence, I found this book very complete as it identified the
problem and prescribed how it might be solved. It gives great insights into the current situation
and then projects a list of ‘how to’s’ with a warning that this is an area of great difficulty.
Here are some of the list of ‘how to’s’:

How to come off our “medication” and take responsibility for our own spiritual search.
How to define spirituality so that it has clear meaning.
How to use a recipe of 8 factors to be a progressive thinker/changer
How to communicate with others
How to pray and read the bible in the new godless format suggested
How to construct a service in a different format.

I found myself very comfortable and inspired by the style through which Gretta Vosper transmits
her ideas. Her gentleness and empathy shine through; there is none of the vitriolic approach that
forced me to abandon reading Richard Dawkins’ “The God Delusion.’

Her use of metaphors (in her own words ‘descriptions of things that we have difficulty describing’)
is very colourful and helpful. Here are a few:
“Belief. Lodged between annihilation and another day is a tiny sliver of what we have long called
‘hope.’ It breaks through the impossible, shatters reality and shines brilliantly in defiance of the
most incredibly futile odds. Faced with a coughing, heaving planet infested with vile and
ravenous beasts, from that hope we wove ourselves a strand of silver lining and created a
garment of protection that has carried us thousands and thousands of years to where we now
stand. It was our salvation. We called it many things, but mostly, we called it ‘God.’
“The post in the middle of a field on which are nailed our fundamental beliefs.”

There is also a continuum of helpful definitions and practical suggestions:

Spirituality in its contemporary use is nicely defined. ‘ The dimension in which we know and
celebrate relationships, explore meaning, develop our value systems and experience love.’ ‘The
spiritual realm of which I speak is no less connected to who I am than is my social and
psychological dimension. It is integral to my structure, my experience of life.’
‘If we are to be an influence for good, for comfort, for strength, for growth, we must use the
language of those who come to us, not require that they come to understand others.’
The eight elements that spawn progressive thought: ‘Open Mind, Passion, Creativity, Intellectual
Rigour, Honesty, Courage, Respect, Balance made up of patience, perseverance and pace.’

I was disappointed that the theme of resilience is not addressed directly (It’s not in the index)
because this approach is a gentle debate-promoter and leads directly into helping people learn
how to express their empathy more skilfully. This is covered under the heading of ‘essential
conversations’ but the emphasis seems rather low for such an important aspect of Christian
practice.

But there is no way I could miss the opportunity of hearing the Reverend Gretta in action as part
of the conference proceedings (Common Dreams April 15-18, St Kilda) surrounded, as she is, by
other trusted gentle speakers. I’m sure that we will all be nurtured in the way that is envisaged in
the book when the topic of changing minds is discussed:
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‘It is the responsibility of the individual or group presenting a progressive perspective to
anticipate many of the challenges it will present as possible. As they are identified, it is then our
responsibility to act to mitigate negative effects. To eliminate them would be impossible, and it is
ridiculous to suggest that we could. But finding ways to lessen the burden of change, to make the
new terrain more habitable, to honour what has gone before even while pointing out its
inadequacies, is a responsibility that progressive thinkers hold. Learning to anticipate the
problems and creating a positive environment for change is essential.’

PROGRAM FOR 2010
Accompanying this Newsletter as a separate
attachment is an outline of the PCNV
program for 2010. It gives you dates, topics
and speakers. Some venues are still to be
arranged. And there is always the possibility
of late changes. But you can see the variety
of topics and formats for the year ahead.
The program can be printed both sides of A4
to make a folded leaflet or you can print just
page two to make an A4 poster displaying
the meetings for the year.

COMMON DREAMS 15 – 18 APRIL
The theme of the international conference
Common Dreams 2 is “Living the
Progressive Religion Dream”. The mix of
visions of a different future and exploration
of practical ways to live now is at the heart of
the progressive movement. PCNV is hosting
this gathering of religious progressives from
the Asia-Pacific region and bringing top
speakers from Australia, New Zealand and
USA.

A program was attached to the February
Newsletter. Full details are on the website:
www.commondreams.org.au
Registering for the sessions of your choice
not only provides you tickets in advance but
helps the organisers assess support and
plan for each session.  Early bird
concessions apply to 28 February and offer
significant savings. Of course if you make
later decisions there will be opportunities to
turn up at any sessions you select at the
time.  If you have inquiries not answered by
the website, call the PCNV office: 03 9571
4574.

BILLETS WANTED AND OFFERED
Thanks to those who have offered
accommodation for country and interstate

people who would like to attend Common
Dreams 15 – 18 April but are finding the cost
of commercial accommodation and
registration too much for their budgets.
PCNV is looking for additional offers of
billets.

Anyone from the country or interstate looking
for a billet for the Conference period should
also contact Robyn Smith on (03) 9592 6312
or email jwhsmith@iinet.net.au

HANS KUNG INTERVIEW
Those of you who listened to Rachel Kohn’s
interview with Hans Kung on Radio National
on 7 February heard one of the great
contemporary theologians provide vigorous
comment on the contemporary importance of
a global ethic and the negative influence of
some conservative religious positions,
including conservative Christian Catholicism.

You can find the transcript and audio of this
and many other stimulating interviews in the
online archives of Radio National. For the
Hans Kung interview, go to:
www.abc.net.au/rn/spiritofthings/index

“THE CASE FOR GOD”
The book by Karen Armstrong that is the
launchpad for discussions at the next PCNV
meeting on 21 March can be ordered up to
2 April from PCNV for $29.95 plus $3.00
postage.

Send your cheque or money order with your
name and mailing address to:
   PCNV,
   76 Coppin Street, Malvern East
   Vic 3145

Or call 03 9571 4575 to arrange for an order
form with credit card payment details.
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The Progressive Christian Network of Victoria

invites you to

. “The Case for God”
based on the book of that title

by Karen Armstrong

WHEN: Sunday 21 March 2010.
3.00pm to 5.00pm

WHERE: Glen Iris Uniting Church, Glen Iris
In Glen Iris Rd. about 100m from the corner with High Street
(Melway Map 60 A9) Parking in church grounds and Glen Iris Rd

THE TOPIC
To the surprise of people who predicted in the second half of the twentieth century that
religion would vanish as a relic of the pre-scientific world, religion in many forms is
resurgent. Some of those forms are progressive: some are conservative or fundamentalist.
Related to that resurgence is the appearance of militant atheism – often directed against
the most conservative and sometimes more bizarre expressions of religion. All of that
makes a complex environment for Christians who welcome science and want to live with
contemporary expressions of their religious tradition.

The international scholar and top selling author, Karen Armstrong’s 2009 book, The Case
for God, puts humanity’s relation to the Divine in historical perspective and makes a case
for the positive significance of God for contemporary people. This PCNV session will
explore the significance of The Case for God  for us.

  THE CONTRIBUTORS AND THE PROCESS
Five members of PCNV who have read the book will speak briefly about what impressed
them about The Case for God. That will give us plenty of varied input.

Participants will be seated in table groups who will have the opportunity to respond to
those comments and discuss the significance of God for them. We expect a mix of views
that will be stimulating! If you value discussion as well as input from speakers, this is a
program for you!

Cost is $5 for members and $7 for non-members

“Open minds, open hearts, open hands”


