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God’s ways can be mysterious 
 

Sometimes God rescues us from. 
Sometimes he strengthens us in.  

Sometimes he changes our circumstances. 
 Sometimes he changes us. 

He is God on your best day. 
He is God on your worst day. 

He is Lord in the light. 
He is Lord in the dark.  Psalm 74:16; 139:12 

 

“If your definition of the power of God is only ‘deliverance from,’ 
you’re missing out on the rest of the story.  Just because it’s hard 
doesn’t mean God isn’t there.”  Dr. John Stumbo, Alliance President  

 
Sometimes God rescues us from… 
Peter is miraculously rescued from prison and public execution. 

“The iron gate…opened for them by itself, and they went through it. 
When they had walked the length of one street, suddenly the angel 
left him.  Then Peter came to himself and said, ‘Now I know without a 
doubt that the Lord has sent his angel and rescued me from Herod’s 
clutches…’”  Acts 12:10-11 

 

Peter’s church family would never forget this miraculous deliverance.  
They were reminded in a powerful way that—with Jesus—“all things are 
possible.” Matt. 17:20; 19:26       Takeaways for today: 
 

1. We’re invited by Jesus to “always pray and not give up.”  Luke 18:1 
Peter’s friends met together and were talking to God about this 
crisis:  “many people had gathered and were praying.” Acts 12:12,5 
 

2. God’s timing may appear last-minute to us, but he’s never late. 
“There’s a purpose in the process between promise and 
fulfillment…a gap designed to draw us closer to Him.  Instant 
fulfillment does little for the relationship…the ‘delays’ in your life 
are specifically orchestrated to deepen your relationship with Him.”   

Chris Tiegreen, Experiencing God’s Presence 

Sometimes he strengthens us in… 
James—one of Jesus’ first followers—is put to death for his faith.   

“King Herod arrested some who belonged to the church, intending to 
persecute them. He had James, the brother of John, put to death.”  
Acts 12:1-2      “Others were tortured, refusing to be released so that 
they might gain an even better resurrection.  Some faced jeers and 
flogging, and even chains and imprisonment. They were put to death 
by stoning; they were sawed in two; they were killed by the sword… 
These were all commended for their faith.”  Hebrews 11:29,35-40 
 

1.  Jesus is Lord when we live, and Lord when we die.   
 For James and his fellow believers, they chose to believe that 

heaven awaits.  “To live is Christ, and to die is gain.” Philippians 1:21 

 We hold onto the promise that Jesus has prepared a home for all 
who trust in Him as the way, the truth, and the life.  John 14:1-6 

 

2.  God’s promise is that he will always be with us. 
He’s with you when your loved one is healed. 
He’s with you when your loved one is buried. 

“Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have summoned you by 
name; you are mine.  When you pass through the waters, I will be 
with you; and when you pass through the rivers, they will not 
sweep over you.”  Isaiah 43:1-2; Matthew 28:20; Acts 18:10 
   

3.  Faith means that we choose to see the bigger picture. 
 What seems devastating to us becomes part of God’s good plan. 

"The LORD will work out his plans for my life—for your faithful 
love, O LORD, endures forever."   Psalm 138:8; Romans 8:28; Gen. 50:20 

 

My response…in 2018 
 

 Ask God your Father for a good gift.  Trust him in prayer.   
“Peter was kept in prison, but the church was earnestly praying to 
God for him.”  Acts 12:5   “So if you sinful people know how to give 
good gifts to your children, how much more will your heavenly 
Father give good gifts to those who ask him.”  Matthew 7:11 

 

 Sing the Lord’s praises no matter what answer you receive.  
They were “severely flogged and thrown into prison… About 
midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, 
and the other prisoners were listening to them.” Acts 16:23,25 

 

Completed note sheets are available at the literature display in the Lobby, or by visiting Gracecma.org 


