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“Our present troubles are small and won’t last very long. 
Yet they produce for us a glory that vastly outweighs them and  

will last forever!  So we don’t look at the troubles we can see now; 
rather, we fix our gaze on things that cannot be seen. 

For the things we see now will soon be gone, 
but the things we cannot see will last forever.” 

2 Corinthians 4:17-18, NLT 

 

Two ways to view history 
How I view my life—and all of history—is determined by my perspective.   
I can walk through my weekly routine and see what everyone else sees: 
work, home, sports, news, budget, traffic, etc.  Or, through eyes of faith I 
can believe there’s a bigger picture, a more important narrative at work:  
God is sovereign over history and his good plan is unfolding and will lead 
to an incredibly glorious and eternal home for those who trust in Him.   
  

The Bible teaches that the majority of reality is on the level of the invisible.  
So the basis of our faith—and the key to a vibrant and joyful and effective 
Christian life—is being able to believe a reality we cannot see.  You could 
say that a person hasn’t begun to really live until they “see the unseen.”  

 
View #1:  Seeing what’s visible 
An influential Jesus-follower in the early church, Stephen, is brought 
before the Sanhedrin (high council) on false charges (Acts 6:8-15).  Asked 
to testify on his own behalf, Stephen rehearses the history of God’s 
people, Israel.  On a visible level, here’s what took place:  

1. Abraham & Sarah deal with the challenges of infertility and no 
permanent home.  Acts 7:2-7 

2. Jacob and his sons make a move to Egypt because of a famine; 
Joseph rises to a place of political prominence.  Acts 7:8-16 

3. Moses is adopted into Pharaoh’s home but ends up “on the run” 
as an outlaw after killing an Egyptian.  Acts 7:17-50 

4. A baby is born in Bethlehem…and eventually killed.  Acts 7:51-53 
5. After his speech, Stephen is dragged out of the city and murdered 

by those who were furious about what he had said.  Acts 7:54-60 

View #2:  Seeing what’s visible and…invisible 
Stephen is persuaded by a bigger picture, consistently referring to how the 
sovereign Lord is at work through the events of history.  On the invisible 
level, here’s what he recognizes through God’s activity and leadership:  

1. Abraham & Sarah received the promise of God and became a 
nation through who the Savior would arrive.  Stephen recognizes 
divine involvement in this way:  God “appeared” (v. 2), “sent” (4), 
“promised” (5), “spoke” (6) and “gave” to Abraham and Sarah (8). 

2. Joseph was abused by his brothers and left for dead, but Stephen 
recognizes that God “was with him” (9), “rescued him” (10), and 
“gave wisdom and enabled him” (10).   

3. Moses was called by God to deliver the people of Israel after God 
“saw the oppression of my people,” “heard their groaning,” and 
“came down to set them free” (34).  God also “turned away” (42) 
from those who disobeyed him while showing kindness (46) to 
those who humbly followed him. 

4. The baby born in Bethlehem was “the Righteous One—the 
Messiah (52) who was powerfully brought back to life after 3 days 
and is now honored in heaven “at God’s right hand” (55). 

5. As Stephen is taking his final breaths, he is not alone.  He has the 
Spirit of God living in him (55) and sees heaven open and Jesus 
welcoming him to his forever home (56).   

 

In our lives today…2017: 
 

 Nothing is more relevant and practical than the ability to rest in 
the fact that God is always at work behind the scenes.  John 5:17 
  

 The Sovereign Lord is always the most important Person in 
every event that takes place.  Am I living in relationship with him?   

 

 Many people go through life getting an education, finding a job, 
paying their bills, etc., but totally missing out on the bigger picture 
of life.  If they never “get it,” the consequences are devastating. 

 

 The Apostle Paul, who participated in Stephen’s murder (8:1), 
recognized later that God is always at work in our daily lives. 

“The God who made the world and everything in it is the 
Lord of heaven and earth…he is not far from any one 
of us.”  Acts 17:24-27; Isaiah 46:10; Psalm 138:8 
 

Completed note sheets are available at the literature display in the Lobby, or by visiting Gracecma.org 


