
They had been up all night con-

templating what to do. Some-

where in their internet search for 

information on pregnancy test-

ing and abortion, they came 

across Bella. 

The next day they made the call.  

Although we couldn’t help them 

with an abortion or an abortion 

referral, we could provide other 

things they were looking for. 

Confirmation of pregnancy and 

information on options.   

She wasn’t supposed to be able 

to get pregnant, so if she was, 

they were certain something 

would be wrong with the baby. 

Besides, they couldn’t envision 

themselves as parents because it 

wasn’t a good time. Abortion 

seemed the most reasonable 

option.  

The test at Bella was positive.  

Both were upset. How could this 

be?  Not only did medical prob-

lems make it impossible for 

pregnancy, but she was on birth 

control to regulate periods. 

Could the test be wrong? Ultra-

sound would confirm that it 

wasn’t. They were clearly in 

crisis. As the nurse began the 

ultrasound and took her sweeps, 

he was full of questions. What’s 

that? What are you seeing? Is 

everything alright? What are 

those two black round things? 

She remained silent, caught up in 

her own thoughts .  

The nurse very gently walked 

them through the process, ex-

plaining that once her sweeps 

were complete and measure-

ments taken, she would explain 

everything she was seeing. 

Doubly Blessed—A Client’s Story 

Name Change Becomes Official 

They braced themselves as the 

nurse began to tell them that she 

wasn’t seeing what she had 

expected to see. They feared 

their worse nightmare had come 

true.  But as the nurse went on, 

she clarified that the client was-

n’t as far along as calculated prior 

to the ultrasound, AND, she 

wasn’t seeing one yolk sac with a 

developing embryo, but two. 

What!?! They hadn’t expected 

this. Two babies? Twins?!? As the  

magnitude of their miracles 

began to add up, their hearts 

were softened and they began to 

see themselves as parents. 

Eight months later, their new 

vision came to pass. Two beauti-

ful babies born perfectly formed 

and healthy in every way.  Once 

again, Bella made a difference. 

The Northern Hills Pregnancy 

Care Center no loner exists!  We 

have officially, legally, and in 

every other way changed our 

name to the Bella Pregnancy 

Resource Center. After doing 

business as Bella for the past 

three years, it became evident 

that  keeping the corporate name 

of Northern Hills Pregnancy Care 

Center was confusing, so the 

board decided to make Bella 

legitimate. 

Why “Bella?” The primary reason 

has to do with marketing. It was 

suggested at a national pregnancy 

center workshop that we all con-

sider renaming our organizations 

with names that appeal to the 

demographic we want to reach. In 

order to understand what  appeals 

to young adults, attendees were 

instructed to purchase magazines 

that are bought by women in the 

age range we  serve.  In doing so, 

we noticed most “product” names 

were short, catchy, and easy to 

remember. They also had  a 

strange appeal. What does this 

mean?  Think of the names; Ya-

hoo, Google, and Twitter. They’re 

young, likeable, and unusual-but 

easy to remember.  

 With this in mind, several options 

were considered, but Bella was 

the one that kept  coming back to 

us.   

Bella means “beautiful” and we 

believe it expresses what our 

organization is all about. Every 

woman, man, and child served by 

Bella, has an inner beauty that is 

sometimes hidden by the scars of 

their circumstances.  We believe it 

is our mission to draw out that 

inner beauty, along with the joy 

and hope that has often been 

obliterated by their crisis.   

Each one of our clients has great 

value and worth because she or he 

is created in the image of God, 

and the same can be said of our 

volunteers and staff.    

Our volunteers and staff have the 

inner beauty of Christ, who shines 

through them with love, care, and 

compassion toward those served 

by this ministry. 

With this in mind, what better 

name could describe  the ministry 

and mission of “Bella”?      
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“We believe it is our 

mission to draw out 

that inner beauty, 

along with the joy 

and hope that has 

often been obliter-

ated by the crisis.” 

“Not only did medical 

problems make it 

impossible for preg-

nancy, but she was 

on birth control to 

regulate periods.  

Could the test be 

wrong?” 



For instance, turning our culture 

toward life starts here in the 

Northern Black Hills.  Every volun-

teer hour you spend in this minis-

try; every dollar you give—goes 

directly toward sharing the hope of 

Christ and saving lives, right here 

and right now. 

The ministry is touching the lives 

of hundreds of families here in the 

Northern Hills and because of that, 

more women and men are choos-

Watching the news can be some-

what disconcerting at times; there 

are so many problems in the world 

that just watching the TV, reading 

a newspaper, or surfing internet 

news can be overwhelming. 

Sometimes we need to be re-

minded that while this country’s 

problems can be vast, they are 

conquerable when we consider our 

own community—our corner of the 

world. 

ing life for their babies.  In the 

process, many are coming to faith 

in Christ. 

So while the cable networks and 

talking heads sweat over the next 

crisis, we have the joy of changing 

a culture—one life at a time—right 

here. 

“The Spirit of the Sovereign LORD 

is on me, because the LORD has 

anointed me to preach good 

news…”   Isaiah 61:1 

As the “newbie” around the office this summer, there have been countless things for me to learn about how 

Bella operates. Some of my most surprising discoveries were about things I thought I already knew. So in that 

spirit, I’ve written my “Top 10” here for you. Read through and test your Bella IQ. 

10.   Bella has been serving the Northern Hills since 1986, and our Executive Director, Roxie, is celebrating her 

20th year of service. 

9.  Bella offers ALL services completely free of charge.  

8. Bella is a continued-care system; we maintain relationships with many clients long after their “crisis.”  

 7. The demographic of Bella clients covers a huge range: women, men, and children aged 12 to 48, from all 

socioeconomic backgrounds, ascribing to a variety of faiths.  

6. Bella is able to employ only 3 staff members, and all are currently part-time due to financial constraints. This 

highlights even more the significance of our volunteers. 

5. Although Bella is an extension of the local church community, only a handful of churches in the Spearfish area 

support this important ministry on a monthly basis. (Thank you if you are among them!) 

4. Bella is able to serve our surrounding communities in greater capacities because of DSS and WIC referrals. 

These offices consider our education program (Earn While You Learn) to be a beneficial resource for their clients 

too. 

3. Due to lack of funds this year, it was staff and volunteers who made it financially possible for Bella to pur-

chase some much-needed things for effective ministry, such as a partial upgrade of curriculum modules for our 

Earn While You Learn program.  

2. Bella aids clients in crisis pregnancies who are not only young and single, but who are also successful and 

married (and in some cases, already have other children). 

1. Bella operates 100% by donations. That’s right; we do not receive any grants from the government to provide 

services to our clients. Every penny we have is achieved through fundraising or donated by generous individuals 

and organizations from our area.                                

Top ten things you may not know about Bella by Kristen Harding  

Culture change, anyone? 

“Bella aids clients in 

crisis pregnancies 

who are not only 

young and single, 

but who are also 

successful and 

married (and in 

some cases, already 

have other 

children).” 

Page 2 Bella Pregnancy Resource Center 

Bella is  now accepting applications for the following volunteer positions: 

 Client Advocates  Helpline Workers  Board of Directors 

 Nurse Sonographers Clerical Helpers  Boutique Manager/Co-Managers 

Volunteer training will be offered to qualified candidates.   

Sonography training will be provided for selected volunteer nurses.  

For a Volunteer 

Application, call 

605.642.4140 

or stop by Bella at 

119 E. Grant Street 

Spearfish, SD 



I’m pleased to report that Stop 

and Think has received fund-

ing through the Title V grant 

again this year.  This funding 

will allow us to not only have a 

strong presence in the Black 

Hills/Western SD area, but it 

allows us to add another part 

time presenter in Central SD, 

Jazz Moser. 

Stop and Think  will be con-

tinuing with the same curricu-

lum for the 2009-10 school 

year, using Decision for middle 

school and Reality for high 

school.   

The 2008-09 school year 

ended with a string of dates at 

the Spearfish Middle School, 

where I feel the program had a 

strong impact on the students.   

We also worked with students 

from Belle Fourche to create a 

media campaign through the 

Black Hills area.  Be sure to 

look for our billboards in Rapid 

City, Sturgis, and Spearfish.   

Lastly, we hosted a Parent 

Forum in Sturgis, where we 

partnered with other local ser-

vice providers to help educate 

parents on Internet Safety, 

Drug/alcohol abuse, Suicide, 

and of course Abstinence.  We 

are planning another forum in 

the fall, so be watching for our 

ads, or  give us a call for more 

information. 

It’s been a quiet summer in the 

Northern Hills area, but we are 

already gearing up for the new 

school year.  Our plan is to hit  

the ground running when 

school starts, taking the mes-

sage to as many students as 

possible, that abstinence until 

marriage is the safest and 

healthiest choice! 

Stop and Think—Northern Hills Report by Tony Cooley 

Stop and Think—Central South Dakota Report 

for the Chamberlain, Mitchell, 

and Central South Dakota 

area.   

Jazz lives near Stickney in rural 

South Dakota along with her 

husband, Chad, and two chil-

dren, Rachel and Josh. For the 

past 10 years, she has been a 

church youth group leader and 

the praise/worship leader/

organizer for her church.  She 

and her husband were also 

organizers of the OY 

(Operation Youth) Christian 

Music Festival  from 2002-

2007.  

Jazz recently had this to say 

about her position with Stop 

and Think:  “Being a represen-

tative for Stop & Think  has 

impacted me greatly.  I have 

much applause for the people 

who created the outline that 

we use in our presenta-

tions.  The information leads 

the students to seriously con-

sider their actions and the life-

long consequences they 

bring.  It is amazing how the 

truth comes out so clearly in 

the presentations by the stu-

dents giving their feedback.” 

After the Community Based 

Abstinence Education grant 

ended in September 2008, 

Stop and Think had to lay off 

employees in Northeast Wyo-

ming, Central South Dakota, 

and the Pine Ridge Indian Res-

ervation.  However, due to 

requests from Central South 

Dakota, we decided to include 

that area on a grant that was 

applied for through the State 

of South Dakota for 09-10.  

When the grant was awarded, 

Stop and Think re-hired Jazz 

Moser as a program presenter 

“...due to requests 

from Central 

South Dakota for 

the Stop and 

Think program, we 

decided to include 

that area on a 

grant that was 

applied for 

through the State 

of South Dakota 

for 09-10.” 
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To schedule a Stop and Think presentation in your  

school or youth group, call: 

Western South Dakota: Tony Cooley 605-642-1959 or 307-290-0880 

Central South Dakota: Jazz Moser 605-732-4425 or 605-680-9568 

Billboard on W. Jackson 

Blvd. in Spearfish 



Have you or your church group 

had a Vision Tour of Bella yet?  If 

not, we would love to provide one 

for you.  All that is needed is for a 

group of 6-10 people to say, 

“we’d like to come and learn 

more about your ministry.”  From 

there, we’ll arrange a date when 

you can come and do a walk-

through of our facility, learn 

about our valuable programs, and 

hear stories of the impact Bella is 

having in the lives of women, 

men and children in the Northern 

Hills area.   We’ll even treat you to 

light refreshments. 

Vision Tours are ideal for church 

leadership  teams  to learn more 

about how Bella fits into the Body 

of Christ in the Northern Hills 

area.  The tours are also benefi-

cial for small groups (cell or care 

groups) looking for ways they can 

help support work that is being 

done in the  local mission field. 

Vision Tours are also a great re-

source for other service providers 

who may be wondering what 

Bella is all about and what our 

approach is with those they may 

be referring to us. 

With the Dessert Gala just around 

the corner, Vision Tours are a 

great resource for table sponsors 

who would like to bring their 

invited guests into the center so 

they can see and experience first 

hand what Bella is all about be-

fore attending the Dessert Gala.  

And of course, Vision Tours are 

perfect for those who already 

support the Bella Pregnancy Re-

source Center  because they offer  

these important financial part-

ners the opportunity  to come 

and see what is being accom-

plished with their investment . 

To request a Vision Tour for your 

group or to participate in a sched-

uled tour, simply call Roxie or 

Jodie at 605-642-4140.   

Vision Tours 

Taking Time - A Glimpse into the Real Bella by Kristen Ray Harding 

claim has been accomplished? 

Now you may be thinking: Wait! 

Bella does all of those things – 

and you would be right – we do 

serve, teach, inform, love and 

invest, but the caveat is that none 

of those things are the end objec-

tive. The goal is not that clients 

merely come into contact with 

Bella’s services, but that they are 

able to experience an internal, 

lasting change that brings greater 

meaning and understanding to 

their lives. 

And that is why Roxie, our execu-

tive director, whose to-do list is 

always long, never hesitates to 

leave her office or conference call 

and be someone to the client who 

has just walked in the door. I see 

Jodie, our Nurse and Center Di-

rector, leave her policy updates 

and a waiting stack of charts to 

share in the excitement of a new 

mother who stops by unexpect-

edly. Literally every day, I watch 

as Roxie or Jodie steps away from 

her workload to assist a visitor or 

walk-in because being a catalyst 

of change is more demanding 

than a task or appointment that 

can be scheduled; it requires a 

lifestyle of constant openhanded-

ness and flexibility. 

Today, as our vital volunteer base 

declines and our list of tasks in-

creases, I am amazed at the 

amount of time that staff contin-

ues to take with our clients. When 

I say time, I’m not referring to the 

counseling and pregnancy test-

ing, or the ultrasound and Earn 

While You Learn appointments, 

I’m talking about all the other 

time – the time that is not sched-

uled or covered with copious 

amounts of staffing – time that is 

given freely to any client who is in 

need of it. It is the kind of time in 

which important questions are 

answered: Are we truly commit-

ted to this incredible goal? Are we 

going to do what it takes to make 

a lasting impact? 

The hearts of staff and volunteers 

at Bella echo a resounding “yes!” 

We fill our lives as full as possible 

– seemingly trying to eke out as 

much experience as we can 

achieve during our time in mor-

tality. Often I have found myself 

wondering about my own busy-

ness – am I “doing” simply to be 

“doing”? And even more: Is what I 

am “doing” making a lasting im-

pact? Are my actions reflected in 

eternity or will they be fading 

with me when my last petal falls? 

Before coming to work for Bella 

in June of this year, I had an in-

tense personal confrontation with 

those questions. On the heels of 

years spent volunteering and 

serving on four continents, I be-

gan thinking on the nature of 

enduring influence. And I saw 

that the truth was significantly 

simpler than I thought: Being a 

catalyst of change in the hearts of 

people is the lasting contribution. 

I can serve people; I can teach and 

inform people; I can love and in-

vest in people, but if hearts still 

remain the same, what can I 

“The goal is not that 

clients merely come 

into contact with 

Bella’s services, but 

that they are able to 

experience an 

internal, lasting 

change that brings 

greater meaning and 

understanding to 

their lives.” 
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Bella’s new administrative assis-

tant, Kristen Harding, shown with 

Erica Wagenman (the outgoing 

administrative assistant) during a 

going-away outing for Erica.  Erica 

has taken a job as a teacher in 

Minnesota. 



The term “Wish List” often conjures 

up images of extravagance. The old 

TV show, Lifestyles of the Rich and 

Famous, perhaps created long wish 

lists for those who watched, but that's 

where those ideas remained—on Wish 

Lists. 

For our ministry, “Wish List” is a much 

more concrete plan. Those items on 

our Wish List are not yachts and ru-

bies, but instead are tools we believe 

will change the lives of those we see, 

saving lives in the process. 

However, these items remain on that 

Wish List because other financial 

obligations are being met, meaning 

extra funds are needed to make the 

Wish List a reality. Still, we have a list.  

It’s not a long one, and each item on 

the list has a direct impact on the 

future of the ministry. 

One of our Wish List items isn’t really 

an “item” at all. It is training for an 

additional nurse to perform ultra-

sound. Currently we have two trained 

nurses with one on maternity leave.  

In order to make certain that we al-

ways have a nurse on staff when a 

client in crisis comes in, we need at 

least one additional nurse.  Total cost 

of training for an additional nurse is 

approximately $6,500.   

Another Wish List item includes up-

dated and new modules for our Earn 

While You Learn program.  It’s impor-

tant that our EWYL program includes 

all the latest information and tools to 

equip our clients to be the best par-

ents that they can be.  Many of the 

modules we are currently using have 

been replaced with new materials 

including DVD’s, updated informa-

tion, and modernized  graphics.  

Along with this, some of the bro-

chures and other informational hand-

outs required by many of these out-of

-date modules are no longer available. 

It is vital that we replace these mod-

ules with the current upgrades so our 

clients aren’t missing any crucial infor-

mation. Along with the improved 

modules, there are also a number of 

new modules available for the Earn 

While You Learn program that we 

have been unable to add to our pro-

gram because of budget restraints. 

Here is a break–down of what we 

would like to add and the cost: 

Parenting Curriculum: This series 

consists of seven modules. We have 

three  of the seven modules, but they 

are all out-of-date. The cost of replac-

ing of current three modules and 

purchasing the four additional mod-

ules is $969.95. 

Life Skills Curriculum: We currently 

have one life skills module which 

covers abstinence information.  How-

ever, the information in the module  is 

no longer current. We would like to 

replace this module with the updated 

version and add the three new mod-

ules to this series.  Information of-

fered in the new module  includes 

topics such as; Intelligent Money 

Management, Housecleaning 101, 

Surviving the Checkout, and Apart-

ment Renting 101.  Cost for the up-

dated and new modules is $799.95.   

Bible Study: We would like to add 

one updated and two new Bible Study 

modules to our program. Cost is 

$169.95. 

Manhood Pak: This new curriculum 

includes five modules designed to 

clearly define authentic manhood as it 

looks at many manhood issues. Cost 

of the new curriculum is $599.95.     

Thanks to the generosity of our do-

nors, we have been able to offer many 

great services to our clients free of 

charge over the years. But as you can 

see, there is a lot more we could be 

doing for them, if only we had the 

resources.       

We would love to hear from you.  

Perhaps each of us—even during a 

time of economic challenge—will 

make an effort to step up and find a 

Wish List item to fund either fully or 

partially. Together, let’s make this 

ministry’s Wish List a reality, and 

bring the Bella ministry closer to 

being the first choice of anyone in our 

community facing an unplanned 

pregnancy. 

Wish List?  Let’s make it a reality. 

Many Thanks 

work of Bella would take on such a  

horrendous job. 

     Our thanks to Thrivent for Lutherans 

for adopting our ministry for a service 

project.  Some of the jobs they per-

formed included: building a retaining 

wall around our basement door, paint-

ing trim, trimming trees, installing a 

stair rail, hanging lattice board.  This 

wonderful group also gave us a match-

ing grant for our Walk for Life in the 

amount of $500!   

     Ongoing thanks to those who have 

been helping us out at the office:  Mira 

Burke (clerical), Tracey Waggenman 

(cleaning), The Holder Family (clerical 

and cleaning), Tessa Seaboy -Hummel

(baby boutique), Crystal Hoyt and Kerry 

Rhoads (volunteer nurses).  Thanks also 

to Brandon  Hummel who painted out-

door trim.  

     Once again, Our Saviors Lutheran 

Quilters  blessed us with quilts for our 

clients and their babies.  Thanks ladies! 

     Thanks to the following churches who 

raised over $3,000 through the Father’s 

Day Baby Bottle Boomerang Campaign: 

Believer’s Fellowship 

Summit Open Bible  

Christian Life Center  

Countryside Community Church  

First Wesleyan Church, Sturgis 

North Point Christian Church 

Open Bible, Sturgis 

 

     So many people to thank, so little 

space to express what is in our hearts! 

A tremendous thank you to Carrol 

Goodsell who single-handedly organ-

ized a benefit auction for Bella.  Thanks 

also to our volunteer auctioneer, Chuck 

Wood, who with his wife, Carol, came 

from Gillette to conduct the auction.  

We are also grateful for those who 

helped with the set-up and tear-down:  

Lyle Haak, John Johnson, Darren and 

Monica Goodsell.  Due to the efforts of 

these wonderful people, over $6300 was 

raised for the on-going needs of the 

ministry!  

     We are very grateful to Lyle Haak for 

fixing a break in one of the sewer pipes.  

Only someone with a real heart for the 

“Those items on our 

Wish List are not 

yachts and rubies, 

but instead are tools 

we believe will 

change the lives of 

those we see, saving 

lives in the process.” 
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Muchas gracias  for the 

“boat-load” of diapers 

donated by Countryside 

Community Church.  

Pictured with the boat 

that was filled with dia-

pers are Roxie Johnson 

and Pastor Bob Totino. 



There is a sign behind the cash 

register of a business that tells 

customers, “We heard there was 

a recession, but we chose not to 

participate.” 

I thought about this principle in 

regard to our ministry, where if 

we wanted, we could constantly 

rant about the evils of the abor-

tion industry, the horrendous 

situations many of our clients 

face, and the struggles with fi-

nances and lack of volunteers 

that our ministry faces on a regu-

lar basis. 

All of our stories would be true.  

The simple fact is that we do face 

evil in the abortion industry, 

where lives are taken every day.  

And, our clients come to us with 

life situations that are sometimes 

so tragic that it is difficult to find 

any hope at all.  And yes, there 

are the daily struggles of not 

having enough time or money to 

accomplish everything that is in 

our hearts to do for the Lord and 

those we serve.  

If we chose to, we could fold our 

tent and go home, thinking that 

with all that is wrong, it is hardly 

worth the effort to look for what 

is right. 

We do however, have a choice, 

and I believe that choice depends 

on perspective. 

From one perspective, we could 

focus on the problems, the hurt, 

and the evils that we see. From 

time to time, we might glance at 

God and ask, “Why?” 

Yet from a different perspective, 

we can choose to gaze upon an all

-loving, all-powerful, all-knowing 

God who gives life and hope and 

peace.  When we see situations 

from this perspective, we focus 

on Him and occasionally glance at 

the problems and challenges. 

It’s not to say that we don’t rec-

ognize the challenges we face in 

this ministry; we see them clearly. 

It’s just that we choose not to 

participate in the fretting and 

complaining, instead we are 

choosing to look to Him for solu-

tions. 

We rejoice in the fact that lives 

are being changed at the Bella 

Pregnancy Resource Center. 

Here, women, men, and families 

are hearing that the God of all 

creation has a desire for a rela-

tionship with them—and that He 

created a way for that relation-

ship through Jesus Christ. 

Friends, that’s not good news, 

that’s great news.  Jesus came 

that we might have life, and we’re 

sharing that life here.  It’s making 

a difference, and while others 

may curse the darkness, we are 

thrilled about sharing the light.  If 

you would like to be a part of this 

ministry, there are opportunities 

for you.  Give us a call. Let’s talk 

about how you can be a part of a 

ministry that chooses hope. 

A Thought From the Executive Director, Roxie Johnson 

“If we chose to, we 

could fold our tent 

and go home, 

thinking that with all 

that is wrong, it is 

hardly worth the 

effort to look for 

what is right.” 
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Did anyone say Dessert?! 

If you haven’t already done so, 

mark your calendar for October 

24th! That’s the date of Bella’s 8th 

annual Dessert Gala!   

There are some great things in 

store for the attendees of this 

year’s Gala.  First of all, if you’ve 

been wondering what sort of 

impact Bella has been having in 

the lives of women, men and chil-

dren in the Northern Hills area, 

wonder no more. Come and hear 

about the powerful influence Bella 

has had first hand, from one of 

Bella’s own clients.  We’ll save her 

story for the Gala, but let’s just 

say, it’s one you won’t soon for-

get.   

We’ll also be giving a report on 

our first year of ultrasound ser-

vices and the positive results it 

has brought to the lives of those 

who have been touched by this 

important service. 

Along with an informative but 

fascinating program, Bella will 

once again offer attendees the 

opportunity to bid on some 

scrumptious desserts that are 

donated by the best cooks, bak-

ers, and chefs in the area.  A Silent 

Auction will proceed the banquet 

and program, so you’ll want to 

come early to bid on your favorite 

dessert.   

Corporate and table sponsorships 

are currently being sought for this 

important fundraising event. 

(Please see insert in newsletter.)  

If you would like to reserve a table 

or tickets, please give us a call 

today. 

Sponsors who reserve a table 

before September 15th, will be 

given the opportunity to bring 

their guests to a Vision Tour of 

Bella prior to the Dessert Gala.  

The Vision Tour provides an in-

depth look at what happens when 

a client comes into the Bella Cen-

ter.   

A social will be held prior to the 

banquet at 6:00 PM and the ban-

quet will begin at 6:30 PM.  Please 

call today to reserve your spot!  

605.642.4140 

Call now to reserve 

your table or tickets to 

Bella’s 8th annual 

Dessert Gala!! 



The Holder Family shown with Roxie Johnson, Jodie 

Baxendale, and friends of the Holders. 

Only 4% of non-marital births are 
placed for adoption.  (There are 
about 2 million couples waiting 
to adopt.(1))  In the U.S. this is 
about 50,000 non-related adop-
tions a year compared to 
1,500,000 babies aborted.  

 Adoption is one of the options 
the Bella staff discusses with our 
clients.  I have learned, however, 
that this can be a difficult subject 
to cover.   When this topic is ap-
proached it can be met by confu-
sion, mistrust, or fear.  

  The majority of people are fa-
miliar with adoption, not from a 
personal experience, but from 
ideas and impressions gained 
from T.V. programs or headlines.  
Most media statements made 
about adoption are broad gener-
alizations, based more on preju-
dice than reality.  They don’t 
always take into consideration 
the specific situation or the real 
emotional needs of each mother 
or each child.  The consequences 
of an unplanned pregnancy can 
last a lifetime.  The reality is 
there are many points about 
adoption that we (as a society) 
are ignorant or misinformed 
about. 

One client, who recently chose 
adoption, described to me the 
stigma she experienced as a re-
sult of her decision.  She had 
been friends with others who 
were pregnant at the same time, 
and who had decided to parent.  
Throughout her own decision 
making process this client 
wanted/needed to discuss her 
options with her friends.  But as 
her heart became more con-
vinced of choosing adoption, she 

found herself on the outside of 
her friend group.  What was it 
about her choice that others felt 
was so wrong?  She was making 
one of the most difficult deci-
sions in her life.  A decision that 
she knew would give a child life, 
and give a childless couple the 
dream of having a family. 

The latest trends indicate pre-
college ages choosing parenting 
over adoption.  Even in post-high 
school ages, the movement has 
been away from adoption, with 
abortion being the alternative of 
choice.  The statistical proportion 
of unwed births adopted in 1969- 
25% adopted/75% single parent; 
in 1991 – 4% adopted/96% single 
parent. (2) This raises the ques-
tion:  Why are so many women 
hesitant to choose adoption? – 
The truth is that many current 
misconceptions about adoption 
often sway women away from 
considering it as an option.  For 
many women (and men) that are 
facing an unplanned pregnancy, 
adoption would be a positive 
option. 
 
 There are many and varied rea-
sons why some claim adoption is 
not a reasonable option, as fol-
lows: 
Don’t want anyone to know any-
thing, keeping it a secret. 
Don’t want to miss out on any-
thing. 
Don’t want to go through the 
pain of pregnancy and delivery. 
It would hurt too much to give 
baby away. 
Don’t want to be viewed as a bad 
person for giving baby away. 
Don’t want to contribute to world 
overpopulation. 

Only unwed teens put their ba-
bies up for adoption. 
Don’t know if baby will go into 
abusive home. 
Doesn’t want the father to have 
a say in the decision. 
Don’t know very much about 
adoption. 

 
What can we as a society do to 
inform, encourage, and embrace 
adoption to others as a topic to 
consider?  Adoption is not the 
right choice for everyone, but it is 
the right choice for some.  They 
deserve the right to be informed 
and supported.  Parental love is 
not based on biology.  The love 
of a parent comes from preparing 
for a child and selflessly nurturing 
and caring for that child.  Adop-
tion is mentioned positively 
throughout the Bible:  Moses 
(Exodus 2:10), Samuel (1 Samuel 
1), Jesus (Matthew 1:18-25) (3). 

My hope is that through each of 
us researching and understand-
ing , we can ease those that are 
uncomfortable, inform those that 
are ignorant, and enable the 
curious to understand. In this 
way we can combat the stigma of 
adoption, and perhaps we will 
never have to hear another 
woman say, “If I had only under-
stood the adoption process 
more, I may have chosen that 
instead.” 

Resources: 
(1) Why Can’t We Love Them Both, Dr. 
and Mrs. J.C. Willke 
(2) The Abortion Factbook, National Com-
mittee for Adoption, June 1989 NCFA 
Memos 
(3) Myths About Adoption, Aggieland 

Pregnancy Outreach, Inc.  

Center Director/Nurse Notes by Jodie Baxendale 

“What was it about 

her choice that others 

felt was so wrong?  

She was making one 

of the most difficult 

decisions in her life. “ 
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Heartfelt thanks to all those who made our Walk for Life successful!   

Over $27,000 was raised  by 79 walkers! 
Top Walkers:  Committee & Walk Day Helpers:  Dinner for Two Donors: 

The Holder Family  Eric Nies  Denise Hill  Shoot the Bull Steakhouse 

Pastor Pete Bonnichsen  Lyle Haak  Erica Wagenman Roma’s 

Mary Ann Hackert  Lynn Munger Chris Jewett  Bay Leaf Cafe 

Roxie Johnson  Roxie Johnson Chad Harley  American West Steakhouse 

Joan Frink   Jodie Baxendale Cindy Riley  Mish Mash 

Erica Wagenman  Jan Goodsell   Perkins Family Restaurant 

Nancy Wessling    



Sponsor A Day is a fun way to honor a special day in 

your or a loved-one's life and support the important 

work of the Bella Pregnancy Resource Center.  Here's 

how it works:  We took our annual projected budget 

and divided the expenses by 365 (days.)  Included in 

the budget is everything from light bulbs to pregnancy tests to building payments.  This comes to ap-

proximately $600 per day for operating expenses.  We then divided the $600 by 12 months to break it 

down into monthly payments.  For just $50 per month, you can now sponsor-a-day of operations at 

Bella.  We'll pray for you on the special day you've sponsored, and if you like, send you an update of all 

the important things that happened that day or week.  You can also sponsor 1/2 a day of operations for 

just $25 per month.  You may want to memorialize a loved one or honor the date of a birthday, anniver-

sary, or other special event in your life.  If you want to know more about Sponsor A Day, please call  605-

642-4140 and ask for Kristen.  You may also sign up using the form inside this newsletter.  Our heartfelt 

thanks to those who have already chosen to invest in the lives of young women, men, and their unborn 

babies through this important program. 

2009 Sponsor-a-Day  

Donors 

January 

   27-Lyle & Becky Haak 

February 

   14-John & Amy Sundberg 

    (1/2 day) 

   20-John & Roxie Johnson 

March 

April 

May 

   19-Pastor Harold & Sharon Holder 

   27-Bill & Deb Myers 

June 

   26-Anonymous 

July 

August 

   25-John & Roxie Johnson 

September 

October 

November 

   6-Pastor Harold & Sharon Holder 

December 

Bella Pregnancy Resource Center 

P.O. Box 755 

119 E. Grant Street 

Spearfish, SD  57783 
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