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A New Beginning with God

Ezra 3:1-13
But now be strong, Zerubbabel,’ declares the LORD. ‘Be
strong, Joshua son of Jozadak, the high priest. Be strong, all
you people of the land,’ declares the LORD, ‘and work. For I
am with you,’ declares the LORD Almighty. (Hag 2:4 NIVUS)

Small Beginnings
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Beginning “Again”.

There are times in all of our lives
when we need a new beginning
with God

• Deliberate sin and rebellion

• Subtle drifting from first love
values

• Old age, fatigue, “Been through
this before”, “Already done my
part”.

• “Seen too many restarts…”
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Beginning “Again”.

When the builders laid the foundation of the temple of the LORD, the priests in
their vestments and with trumpets, and the Levites (the sons of Asaph) with
cymbals, took their places to praise the LORD, as prescribed by David king of
Israel. With praise and thanksgiving they sang to the LORD: "He is good; his love
toward Israel endures forever." And all the people gave a great shout of praise to
the LORD, because the foundation of the house of the LORD was laid. But many
of the older priests and Levites and family heads, who had seen the former
temple, wept aloud when they saw the foundation of this temple being laid,
while many others shouted for joy. No one could distinguish the sound of the
shouts of joy from the sound of weeping, because the people made so much
noise. And the sound was heard far away. (Ezra 3:10-13 NIVUS)

New Beginnings with God

1. New beginnings with God are
possible no matter how spiritually
low we have gone.

• Israel
• repentant King David, “The Lord has

taken away your sin” (2 Sam. 12:13).
• To the prophet Jonah, vomited out of

the great fish, “The word of the Lord
came … the second time” (Jonah 3:1).

• To the weeping and broken Peter, the
risen Savior appeared.

• To you and me, but, where do we
start?

New Beginnings with God

2. New beginnings with God must
focus on the cross of Jesus Christ.

• The first thing - rebuild the altar
(Ezra 3:2).

• Everything flows from the cross

• If we confess our sins, he is
faithful and just and will forgive
us our sins and purify us from all
unrighteousness. (1Jo 1:9
NIVUS)

New Beginnings with God

3. New beginnings with God must
focus on obedience to His Word.

• How did they know to set up the
altar? We read (3:2), “as it is
written in the law of Moses, the
man of God.” Why did they
observe the Feast of Booths?
We read (3:4), “as it is written,”
and “according to the
ordinance.”
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New Beginnings with God

3. New beginnings with God must
focus on obedience to His Word.

• Do not merely listen to the word,
and so deceive yourselves. Do
what it says…. But whoever looks
intently into the perfect law that
gives freedom, and continues in
it — not forgetting what they have
heard, but doing it — they will be
blessed in what they do. (Jas
1:22,25 NIVUS)

New Beginnings with God

4. New beginnings with God must
focus on building His house.

• Ezra 3:6 - rebuilding the altar
was good, something major was
still missing: They had not yet
laid the foundation for the
temple.

• We (corporately) are the new
House of God – the Church.

Building the House of God (the Church)

Requires the Courage to take a
stand together.

• They rebuilt the altar because,
“they were terrified because of
the peoples of the lands” (3:3).

• We need to stand together
believing that WE are the only
solution for Kahnawake…

• Not Social Services, AA,
Traditional Spirit Worship.

Building the House of God (the Church)

Requires giving our resources (time,
talents, treasures).

• But when they saw that the
house of God was a pile of
rubble, they gave money, food,
drink, and oil for the labor and
materials to rebuild the temple
(3:7).

• KPC needs your time, your gifts
and talents, and your money.
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Building the House of God (the Church)

Requires working in unity under godly
leadership

• Israel came “together as one man
to Jerusalem” (3:1). The various
leaders “stood united” (3:9)

• Enemy knows “divide and
conquer”

• Make every effort to keep the unity
of the Spirit through the bond of
peace. (Eph 4:3 NIVUS)

• until we all reach unity in the faith
(Eph 4:13 NIVUS)

Building the House of God (the Church)

Requires a renewed emphasis on corporate
worship

With praise and thanksgiving they sang to the
LORD: "He is good; his love toward Israel
endures forever." And all the people gave a
great shout of praise to the LORD, because
the foundation of the house of the LORD was
laid. But many of the older priests and Levites
and family heads, who had seen the former
temple, wept aloud when they saw the
foundation of this temple being laid, while
many others shouted for joy. No one could
distinguish the sound of the shouts of joy
from the sound of weeping, because the
people made so much noise. And the sound
was heard far away. (Ezr 3:11-13 NIVUS)

Building the House of God (the Church)

Requires a place for both old and
new.

• The young were thrilled when
they saw the foundations of the
temple.

• The old had seen the greater
glory of the old temple.

• Two dangers…

• We need old and new.

As We Move Forward

New Beginnings with God.

My part in Building the Church.

What has God said this morning, to
chastise, challenge and motivate
you?

What will you do?

What can God bring from a “small
beginning” at KPC?


