
Bible in 52 Weeks: Week 34 

Prodigal Son 

! Have you ever run away or felt like running away? What was that feeling like? 
Where did you go or where would you go? What are the things that keep you from running 
away? 

! The story of the Prodigal son is in Luke 15: 11-32. Read this story together. 
Consider taking different parts in the story and reading out loud or acting out. For small children 
read this story from a storybook Bible.  

Conversation Starters: 

For children: 

• What happened when the son returned to his father? Act out the scene how you think it 
would happen in your family.  

• Have you ever been jealous of a brother or sister? What does that feel like? What are 
ways that your family lifts up everyone gifts?  

• How do you think the father felt while his son was away? How do you think he felt when 
he came back?  

• When you feel like running away, what can you do instead?  

• What are ways that you know you are loved? How does other people in your family know 
they are loved by you? 

• What do you think Jesus is trying to teach us about God in this story? What do you think 
Jesus is trying to teach us about how God feels about us? 

• God’s love is BIG and the promise of Jesus in this story is that God’s arms will be wide 
open for us. What are some ways you can show, tell, or be God’s big love in your family, 
neighborhood, school, etc?  

For youth/adults:  

• With whom do you identify in this story and why? 



• With whom do you want to identify with and why? 

• What kind of family dynamics does this bring up for you? Is there sibling rivalry? 
Favoritism? Regular jealous? What are the ways in which you deal with the differences 
of family relationships ? 

• Many think that the title for this story should be changed to The Forgiving or All Loving 
Father instead of the Prodigal son. What makes this story more about the father than the 
son? What would a title change do to how you engage the story? 

• Share a time you have been wronged and how you handled it. Does this story offer any 
perspective on this?  

• What do you think Jesus is trying to tell us in this story about God? About ourselves? 

• God’s love is BIG and the promise of Jesus in this story is that God’s arms will be wide 
open for us. What are some ways you can show, tell, or be God’s big love in your family, 
neighborhood, school, etc?  

Activities for all: 

• Read the Runaway Bunny by Margaret Wise Brown. For younger children it can be read 
as another tale of how far God with go with love. What are the parallels in this story? 

• Find out if there are homeless services for youth or young adults in your area and what 
you might be able to do to connect or support them.  

• Make a very big heart for your wall this week. Then spend the week writing in ways that 
you have seen God’s love throughout your day/week.  

• Spend some time sharing ways that you appreciate your family members. Make a list of 
good qualities for each person or pass around cards and write your family notes.  

• Throw a party! This could be a simple family party where you get out some good dishes 
or buy some party hats or you could throw a bigger party inviting others to come and 
celebrate the gifts of God just because!  

• Spend some time learning about one other place in the world this week. Pray for this 
place and God’s presence there.  

• Journal your faith journey this week. Write down when little musings about God float 
into your head. Don’t over analyze, just notice them and reflect on them.  



! Pray for those who are struggling in their families, who have run away or who are 
abused. Pray for those whom you love.  Offer prayers of gratitude for Jesus’ presence with us 
always.  

! Place your hands one on your heart and one on the heart of another family member 
and share this blessing.  

+Rejoice in God’s big love for you!  + 


