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THE KYLE LINE
Inverness to Kyle of Lochalsh

Route expansion for Train Simulator
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2 The Kyle line

INTRODUCTION

‘The Kyle Line’, as it is sometimes known, is one of Britain’s greatest railway journeys. 
The line runs from Dingwall to Kyle of Lochalsh on the west coast of Scotland, but most 
passengers tend to start their journey at Inverness so that’s where we will begin ours.

Inverness is the capital of the Scottish Highlands. It is located 158 miles north of 
Edinburgh and 561 miles from London, but is still well over 100 miles from John 
O’Groats at the very northern tip of Scotland! The city has a population of around 
72,000, which ranks it alongside other British cities such as Hereford and Stirling. 
The population is rather small compared to a major city such as Birmingham, with its 
992,000 inhabitants, and these statistics serve to show just how lightly populated the 
Highlands of Scotland are when the highest populated area is only ranked alongside 
‘small’ British cities. On this journey along the Kyle Line you will see just how remote 
the Highlands really are!

The Kyle Line

Our journey begins at Inverness station. It’s rather a curious place, built at the corner 
of a railway triangle with the lines from Perth and Aberdeen entering from the south 
and east and the lines to Kyle and the Far North Line exiting to the north and west. 
Platforms 1-4 serve the lines south from Inverness and platforms 5-7 handle trains to 
Kyle and the Far North.
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In the centre of this triangle is Inverness Train Maintenance Depot (TMD), once a 
thriving depot with a large allocation of locomotives (even up to the 1990s), but now 
nothing more than a base for the overnight sleeper train to London and its associated 
Class 67. Other locos do occasionally visit but these are few and far between. 
On the north side of the triangle there is a long carriage shed and beyond that 
Millburn Yard and the recently opened container terminal which continues to bring 
regular freight traffic to Inverness. Millburn Yard is now a shadow of its former self, 
seeing very irregular freight flows but used occasionally by charter trains and steam 
locomotives. 

On leaving Inverness station we immediately curve sharply west and begin to 
climb up onto the bridge over the River Ness; this is a rather fast-flowing waterway 
compared to most city rivers and this was no more apparent than in February 1989 
when the railway bridge crossing it collapsed, leaving 200 yards of rails dangling 
above the river. For a number of months afterwards no services headed north from 
Inverness until the line reopened in May 1990 with a brand new bridge in place.

We soon leave the centre of Inverness behind and run out onto what is essentially 
a flood plain before crossing one of the more notable landmarks on the line, the 
Clachnaharry swing bridge. This wonderful piece of engineering carries the line 
across a sea lock at the end of the Caledonian Canal which links Inverness and Fort 
William on the west coast. Loch Ness is just a few miles south from us at this point. 

View from the Clachnaharry swing bridge towards ‘The Black Isle’ and the mountains 
north of Dingwall beyond
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Once we have crossed the Caledonian Canal we soon leave any trace of Inverness 
behind and head out along the Beauly Firth, a wonderful section of fertile farmland 
and essentially seaside running. These waters are often home to a school of 
bottlenose dolphins during the summer months and this a very peaceful place to 
pass the time of day – until a train passes, of course! This section of track is on easy 
gradients following the course of the water and is actually the fastest section of our 
run. Multiple Units can reach speeds of up to 75 mph, whilst loco-hauled trains can 
hit 65 mph – quite a treat for the ears on the jointed track so common in northern 
Scotland but rather sparse everywhere else!

The first eight miles from Inverness to Clunes were once double track (the only double 
track north of Inverness) but are now single track. The former stations of Bunchrew, 
Lentram and Clunes are now nothing more than a memory. After nine miles we slow 
down and turn a full 180 degrees to head east and in doing so cross the River Beauly 
(the mouth of which opens into the Beauly Firth) and pass through Britain’s smallest 
station (15.06 metres/one carriage length) at Beauly. The station was reopened 
in 2002 and one can see just how long the platforms once were! It is shortly after 
Beauly where we make our first ascent of the journey, with 1½ miles at a gradient of 
1 in 100 – hardly a challenge compared to what is to come! 

The 1 in 100 climb away from the Beauly Firth
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The final approach to Muir of Ord

We must brake before we reach the summit, however, as we are now entering Muir 
of Ord, the first passing loop on the journey north and the first town with any real 
population. Once we have obtained the radio token we soon head back out into the 
farmland before dropping for two miles with a ruling gradient of 1 in 100. Here we 
head through a dense forest as we make our way through Britain’s second-smallest 
station at Conon Bridge (15.08 metres), reopened as recently as 2013, before 
crossing the River Conon on the rather delightful Conon Bridge, from which the village 
took its name. 

Conon Bridge
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After crossing the river we head out across more farmland but the brakes soon come 
on as we are now approaching Dingwall, the largest centre of population on our 
83-mile journey (quite an eye-opener considering that we are just 19 miles into it!) 
with 5,500 inhabitants. Dingwall is the second passing loop on our journey and is 
also the point at which we leave the Far North Line behind for a much more sedate 
journey to Kyle.

Immediately on our right after departing Dingwall is Ross County FC’s football ground. 
Soon after passing this we curve sharply to the west, the direction in which we will 
head for much of our remaining journey to Kyle. This is also the start of the Kyle Line 
‘proper’. 

We now go over three level crossings in close succession. These are widely known 
as Scotland’s most dangerous road crossings as they have seen many a collision 
between cars and trains over the years. This is mainly down to the fact that two major 
roads are crossed in the space of a quarter of a mile.

On passing over the third crossing the driver must prepare himself for probably the 
most daunting of the climbs on the route, the four miles of 1 in 50 to Raven’s Rock 
summit. Just before we start the climb we pass the site of Fodderty Junction, where a 
short branch to Strathpeffer once left the Kyle Line. It is immediately after this that the 
1 in 50 climb begins, right in the middle of two reverse curves which have a speed 
restriction of 20 mph for loco-hauled trains. As you can imagine, this is hardly ideal, 
particularly for a steam loco!

Once around the curves, the line gains height sharply, climbing the valley side as it 
goes. There are two miles of unbroken 1 in 50 before we pass the site of Achterneed 
station which is a short respite in the tortuous climb before the grade once again 
returns to 1 in 50.

The approach to Raven’s Rock summit 
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The farmland is now far below us as we plod onward into the dense forests around 
Rogie and Contin. Soon we will see the daunting mass of Raven’s Rock towering high 
above, surely making this one of the most spectacular (and hard to reach) summits on 
the British network.

We dive into a deep cutting as we cross the summit and immediately plunge downhill 
at 1 in 85 and then 1 in 50 as the forest mercifully opens out into more typical 
Highland scenery.

After a mile of 1 in 50 we soon head back through the forest before reaching the 
shores of Loch Garve where the grades ease, giving a steam loco crew a hard-earned 
break (but not for long!) before we arrive at the station of Garve, the first loop on the 
Dingwall-Kyle line.

As soon as we leave Garve station we cross over another dangerous level crossing 
(which is ironic considering the road once crossed the railway via a bridge near this 
point) before our next major challenge awaits, a full mile at 1 in 50 essentially from 
walking pace. This is a gradient that has brought virtually all the steam locos that 
have battled it since 2007 to their knees! 

The 1 in 50 west out of Garve

Thankfully after a mile (milepost 13) the gradient eases, although only slightly, to 1 in 
60 and then 1 in 75 as we head towards the summit at Corriemoillie. Once over the 
summit we head downhill on a variety of gradients ranging from 1 in 80 to 1 in 50 
before joining the shores of Lochluichart. 
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On our right as we curve sharply on the downhill gradient is Lochluichart 
hydroelectric power station and shortly after passing this we head through the small 
platform at Lochluichart station. We now face a short climb up to Loch a’ Chuilinn 
which is where we truly enter the Highland section of the route as the valley opens out 
and the mountains are ahead of us. We drop down to loch level before crossing the 
water by means of Achanalt Viaduct. 

Achanalt Viaduct

After crossing Achanalt Viaduct we pass by Loch Achanalt itself before we brake 
for the 20 mph restriction through Achanalt station, which only sees around 200 
passengers each year! We will now climb for the next 10 miles but thankfully this is a 
rather simple affair when heading west. It is along this section that deer are regularly 
seen, particularly during the morning and evening, as it is near the forests in which 
they live.

Midway along the section to Achnasheen (at milepost 26 to be exact) we hit the 
steepest gradient of the line, 1 in 40, but thankfully this is just for a few hundred 
yards. If driven to perfection, the gradient can in fact be used to slow your train for 
the speed limit on the sharp curve near the summit. 

We are now roughly halfway along the 63-mile line to Kyle as we arrive at the 
Highland outpost (and second passing loop on the Kyle Line) of Achnasheen. 
On leaving Achnasheen we climb for around half a mile at 1 in 60 before the 
grades once again ease and before the final assault up to Luib summit along the 
shores of Loch Gowan.
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Loch Gowan, with a -5°C windchill! 

As we make the final passing of Luib summit a wonderful view down towards Glen 
Carron and across Loch Scaven is on offer. This is the sight the crew of a steam loco 
has longed to see since Inverness, as there are now virtually no meaningful climbs left 
on the remaining 30 miles to Kyle of Lochalsh (although if they were coming back the 
same day they probably weren’t looking forward to it!).

After dropping past Loch Scaven we enter Glen Carron and soon pass through the 
long-closed platform at Glencarron Lodge (visible through the trees high up on the 
right). We descend for the next three miles on a ruling gradient of 1 in 50, going 
ever deeper into the forest as we go.

We can then use the slight uphill on the approach to Achnashellach station, deep 
in the centre of the forest, to ease back our speed before continuing to drop down 
towards Loch Dughaill. We must make use of the horn/whistle now on the approach 
to another dangerous road crossing at Balnacra, from where we cross the flood plains 
towards Strathcarron, the final passing loop station on the journey to Kyle of Lochalsh.
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Strathcarron departure

Our journey is now on mostly level track for the remaining 18 miles to Kyle. 
This is also the slowest section of the line as we hug the shoreline of Loch Carron, 
the railway always at the mercy of rock falls from high up on the cliffs (indeed the 
road has been closed for a considerable amount of time due to falling rocks). 
Look out for cars, or ‘chasers’, following your train (particularly if it’s a steam loco) 
while you pass along this section as the road runs close to it for mile after mile.

Shortly after passing the small platform at Attadale we go through the Avalanche 
Shelter which carries both the railway and road through a large concrete tunnel. 
A few miles and many small inlets later we approach the station of Stromeferry. 
There’s no ferry, ironically, but the station once boasted a yard (and freight until the 
1970s) and a passing loop. Sadly this is all just a memory, with just a basic platform 
now on offer. The removal of this passing loop is in some people’s eyes an oversight 
as it occasionally prevents extra services from visiting the line. 

We now enter arguably the most scenic section of the line, as Loch Carron continues 
to open out and we pass beneath Duncraig Castle and through the tiny station before 
beginning a short sharp climb up to Plockton. Take a moment here to glance through 
the trees at the picturesque view across to Plockton itself before arriving at the station.

As we leave Plockton you will notice that we are now up above the sea (we are now 
leaving Loch Carron behind) on the western coast of Scotland. We now pass through 
the station at Duirinish before rounding the beautiful curve at Erbusaig, known for 
some of Scotland’s, if not the world’s, best sunsets! 
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Once past Erbusaig we begin to enter our final destination, Kyle of Lochalsh, where 
the signal box, recently restored externally to its former glory, remains as a small 
museum. Kyle station boasts an island platform and an extensive station building. 
There is also a siding and a run round loop, although the dockside tracks which once 
saw regular use in past times are rarely used these days. 

Ahead of us at the buffer stops is the small village of Kyleakin on the Isle of Skye and 
to our right is the wonderful Skye Bridge which replaced the ferry service which once 
linked Kyle and Kyleakin. Kyle has a population of just 750 and is very much a west 
coast outpost, but no one can deny that it is clearly one of the most scenic railway 
stations in Great Britain!

Typical traffic on the Kyle Line
This simulated route for Train Simulator is based on the period from 2011-2015 
but there have been no major changes to the route since the RETB (Radio Electronic 
Token Block) system was introduced in the late 1980s. Indeed the route between each 
station is very much the same now as it was in the days of the LMS. Some of the track 
keys even date back to the 1930s and 1940s! 

The line west of Dingwall is currently serviced solely by Class 158s, although in the 
summer Class 37s and 47s are regular visitors hauling The Royal Scotsman luxury 
train.

Steam locomotives also make occasional visits. In the last 10 years a number of 
Black Fives have passed along the route along with LNER K4 No. 61994 ‘The Great 
Marquess’. 

To the south of Dingwall the main services are still worked by Class 158s but there 
are occasional freight trains hauled by Class 66s and Class 67s as well as Class 37s 
working nuclear flasks to a loading point at Georgemas Junction. Test trains also visit 
the lines to Dingwall and Kyle and these are normally hauled by Class 37s. In the 
winter the Independent Snow Plough occasionally appears but similarly a Class 37 
can run light engine to ‘prove’ the route before the start of service. 

At the end of the steam era services were usually hauled by Black Five locomotives 
but much older designs still worked the route right up to the late 1950s. From the 
early 1960s steam was replaced by small diesel locos in the shape of Class 24s and 
Class 26s which held on strong until the introduction of RETB signalling on all lines 
north of Inverness in July 1984. Class 37s had been a regular feature for a number 
of years until this date, but it wasn’t until the abolition of steam heating that a small 
band of Class 37/4 locomotives allocated to Inverness TMD (IS) took over passenger 
services almost exclusively. 

Freight on the Kyle Line is now non-existent apart from the occasional ballast train, 
but in years gone by there were numerous different flows.
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Why I chose The Kyle Line
by Mark Walker – route developer
My obsession (yes, you could probably call it that) with the Kyle Line began in 2008. 
At the time I was just 17 years old and, as a spotty teenager, was nothing short of 
amazed at the journey to Kyle. After leaving Inverness with Black Five 45407 I hung 
out of the window for mile after mile taking it all in. In some ways I wished I was 
lineside recording images but in many ways I was happy I was on board, for this 
was the first Black Five to Kyle for a number of years. Either way, the outward journey 
went without a hitch although load 8 did seem a little too much on the climb out of 
Garve (but she made it!). 

After a wonderful break in Kyle and a quick taxi ride to Kyleakin we rejoined the 
train for the return journey and it was only then that I noticed what made this line 
special from an enthusiast’s point of view. The Black Five was suddenly roaring, 
giving everything she had as we stormed away from Strathcarron and onto the 
1 in 50 climb up to Luib summit. The crescendo from the chimney just got louder and 
louder until an almighty slip brought speed down and was followed by a couple more 
which saw the train come to a halt on the final 100 yards to the summit! It was then 
that an unusual – but essential – shunt was made as we left the rear two coaches 
(one of them, of course, a brake coach) and the guard deep in Glen Carron for the 
Black Five to make its way along the line to Achnasheen. 

By this time we were a good hour or two late. From what I remember, the service 
trains were cancelled and replaced by buses and essentially we had the line to 
ourselves. So it was that the Black Five trundled back out across the moors for almost 
10 miles light engine to collect the stricken coaches before eventually returning 
around an hour later – quite surreal scenes that would not be witnessed anywhere but 
the Highlands! 

Since this escapade I have had many more wonderful (and some not so wonderful) 
days on the Kyle Line. Another trip in 2009 was memorable as we had a ‘Western’ 
Class 52 diesel up front – what a noise D1015 made on that trip! My highlight as an 
LNER fan from Wakefield was most certainly 61994 ‘The Great Marquess’ making a 
storming climb to Raven’s Rock summit in 2010, with the noise from the three-cylinder 
loco surpassing anything I have heard since! 

The harshest conditions I have faced on the Kyle Lline were when I visited Scotland 
with my girlfriend in February 2014. We set out from Inverness in dull conditions but 
with dry weather, perfect for a drive to Skye – or so I thought! Needless to say, as we 
reached Achanalt there were a good 10 inches of snow at the side of the road and 
much more than that in the drifts. We pulled up just beyond Achnasheen and walked, 
or should I say stumbled, through knee-deep snow to the line half a mile away. 

The wind brought the temperature down to a chilling -5°C and while stood waiting 
for the unit I noticed more dark clouds approaching… what a time for a blizzard, 
I thought! Thankfully the blizzard didn’t occur and whilst we were alongside the track 
we captured the unit dashing effortlessly through the snow on its journey to Inverness. 
It was only at this point that we noticed a deer sitting just 20 feet away with its young 
fawn – the beauty of the Highlands! 
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I have visited the line around 20 times in eight years and I don’t plan on easing off. 
I firmly believe it is right up there with the best railway journeys in Europe, and if you 
haven’t experienced it I cannot recommend it highly enough. If you do go, however, 
I would always advise you to do it on a special charter train – it’s just that bit more 
memorable than on your average Multiple Unit! 

I hope you enjoy my recreation of the Kyle of Lochalsh line. I have put all my passion 
from real-life experiences on the line into building it and would like to think it is a 
fitting tribute to a line which is overshadowed somewhat by the Mallaig Line (made 
famous by Harry Potter) and the West Highland Line. In opinion it is every bit as 
beautiful and much more diverse! 

Photographs and Video
The following link will take you to a collection of 100 images taken by my father and 
myself on the Kyle Line over the last 35 years:

https://www.flickr.com/photos/mark-walker/sets/72157651168159567/

This is a video that I filmed right behind 61994 climbing to Raven’s Rock summit in 
2010:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wEyGMHBmU1E 

Special thanks
I would like to thank the following for their help and motivation along the way. 
Without them this project would have been impossible. 

• Everyone at Just Trains and Mastertronic for making everything possible

• My girlfriend, Becky – for putting up with me spending countless hours at the 
computer and for keeping me motivated throughout the project

• Edward Casey – for providing many of the assets seen in the route

• Alex Ford – always on hand for advice and direction and for organising the 
whole project

• Ben Garfirth – for his fantastic support, advice and general chit-chat 
throughout the project

• Chris Goddard – for his brilliant and eagle-eyed attention to detail during 
testing

• Union Workshop – for providing Inverness Depot, station and many other 
assets along the route

• The rest of the Beta testing team – Chris Barnes, Chris Harrison and 
Jane Whittaker

• Ben Yates – Class 37 reskin artist

https://www.flickr.com/photos/mark-walker/sets/72157651168159567/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wEyGMHBmU1E
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Scenery quality and display settings
Various effects and techniques have been used in The Kyle Line to enhance the realism 
of the route, including TSX technology (for realistic night lighting effects).

Due to the high level of detail provided throughout The Kyle Line, it is best to run the 
route at the highest settings possible. These can all be accessed via the Settings > 
Graphics menu in Train Simulator. The route will still run at lower settings, of course, 
but some of the assets may not be displayed as intended.
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STATIONS

Seventeen stations are included in The Kyle Line.

Inverness

Opened in November 1855, this was the western terminus of the Inverness and Nairn 
Railway. Between 1966 and 1968, under British Rail operation, the station buildings 
were replaced.

Inverness station is now the terminus of the Highland Main Line, the Aberdeen-
Inverness Line, the Kyle of Lochalsh Line and the Far North Line.

The station sits at an apex of a triangular junction in the centre of Inverness, with each 
half of the station connected to one line. The Highland Main Line and Aberdeen Line 
both come into the station from the east and use platforms 1-4, while the Far North 
Line, which also carries traffic heading for the Kyle Line, approaches from the north-
west and uses platforms 5-7.
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Beauly

Beauly station is located near the village of Beauly. It first opened in 1862 and at the 
time had two platforms and a passing loop.

The station closed nearly a hundred years later, in June 1960, due to competition 
from road traffic and coaches and buses in particular.

Following a local campaign, the station was reopened in 2002 and a new platform, 
shelter and car park were built. The platform is the shortest in Great Britain, 
measuring 15.06 metres (49.4 ft), and is only long enough for a single carriage.

The original station building is now used for offices and housing.
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Muir of Ord

Muir of Ord station serves the village of the same name. It is the location of the sole 
remaining crossing loop on the single line between Dingwall and Inverness.
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Conon Bridge

Conon Bridge station serves the village of the same name. It was closed in 1960 but 
reopened in February 2013.



19Inverness to Kyle of Lochalsh

Dingwall

Dingwall railway station was opened in June 1862.

Previously the station had two signal boxes to supervise the passing loop and junction 
between the two routes, but both were closed in 1985 after the Radio Electronic 
Token Block (RETB) system was introduced by British Rail on the Far North Line. 
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Garve

Garve station serves Garve, which is located on the eastern edge of Loch Garve.

The first of the Kyle Line’s three passing loops is located here. The loop points work 
automatically and all movements are controlled using the Radio Electronic Token Block 
system supervised from the signalling centre at Inverness.
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Lochluichart

Lochluichart station serves the village of the same name on the north edge of Loch 
Luichart.

The station was opened in August 1871 but in 1954 a new station was opened as 
the level of the loch was raised due to the local hydroelectric scheme.
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Achanalt

Achanalt station serves the remote village of Achanalt. 
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Achnasheen

Achnasheen railway station serves the village of the same name and was opened in 
August 1870.

The station building still serves as a postal distribution point, but the mail travels by 
road from Inverness.

Achnasheen station is the location of one of the three passing loops on the line west 
of Dingwall and this is RETB controlled. 
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Achnashellach

Achnashellach station lies between Strathcarron and the Glen Carron platform. 
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Strathcarron

Strathcarron station, opened in August 1870, serves the village of Strathcarron and 
also the larger village of Lochcarron.

The lattice-girder footbridge was built by the Rose Street Foundry in 1900.

One of the Kyle Line’s three passing loops is located at the station and is RETB 
controlled.
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Attadale

Attadale station serves the village of the same name.
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Stromeferry

Stromeferry station serves Stromeferry and is located on the southern shore of Loch 
Carron.

For the first 27 years it was the line’s terminus but this changed with the opening of 
the extension of the line to Kyle of Lochalsh.
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Duncraig

Duncraig station serves Duncraig Castle, a mansion near Plockton. Originally a 
private station, it features a small and unique octagonal waiting room.

The station is a request stop and is a Category B listed building.
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Plockton

Plockton railway station serves Plockton village.

It was B-listed by Historic Scotland in 1986. The building is now a privately owned 
self-catering holiday cottage.
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Duirinish

Duirinish station is located near the settlement of Duirinish and is two miles inland of 
Scotland’s western coast, near Loch Lundie.
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Kyle of Lochalsh

Kyle of Lochalsh station is the terminus of the Kyle of Lochalsh Line in the village of the 
same name.

The station is next to the piers that used to offer sailings to Skye. The ferries were 
superseded by the Skye Bridge which is not far from the station.

The station opened in November 1897 following the extension of the line from 
Stromeferry. The line extension took more than four years to finish due to the harsh 
nature of the underlying terrain that it had to cross. 29 bridges were built and over 
30 cuttings excavated through rock.

The signal box was closed in 1984 when RETB working was introduced on the line 
and is now used as a holiday cottage.
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FEATURES TO LOOK OUT FOR ON THE ROUTE

Inverness Depot

Inverness TMD (Traction Maintenance Depot) is visible from Inverness station.

The current depot code is IS but in the steam era the shed code was 60A.

We have fitted automatic doors to the depot – drive slowly towards them and they 
will open.
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Millburn Yard

Millburn Yard, just east of Inverness station, is now a shadow of its former self.

It sees very irregular freight flows but is occasionally used by charter trains and steam 
locomotives. 
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Clachnaharry Swing Bridge

The Caledonian Canal starts at Clachnaharry and runs under the swing bridge which 
carries the railway to and from Inverness.

You can see the bridge swing closed in advance of the train if you use an out-of-cab 
view when the train is about half a mile away from it.

Clachnaharry did once have a railway station, which opened in 1869 but closed 
in 1913.



35Inverness to Kyle of Lochalsh

Conon Bridge

This is located about half a mile north of Conon Bridge station.
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View from Raven’s Rock

See the change in scenery from farmland to dense forest, and enjoy the view from the 
summit of Raven’s Rock.
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Lochluichart Hydroelectric Power Station

This is located around half a mile east of Lochluichart station, right beside the 
loch itself.
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Achanalt Viaduct

This is located around half a mile east of Achanalt station.
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Glen Carron

This is the run through Glen Carron and where the tiny platform sits at the now closed 
station that formerly served the Glencarron Lodge.
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Attadale Snow Shelter

This is around a mile west of Attadale station and keeps the line from being blocked 
by snow coming off the hillsides.
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Plockton Station Bunkhouse

This is situated opposite the station.
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Kyle of Lochalsh Signal Box

This ex-signal box is now employed as a holiday home.
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End of the Line

This is literally the end of the line. Enjoy the view! 
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RADIO ELECTRONIC TOKEN BOARD (RETB)

Part of this route uses the Radio Electronic Token Board (RETB) system.

This is an electronic system which replaces the physical handing over of tokens on 
sections of the track that allows the train to proceed safely – instead of a physical 
exchange between a signalman and the train driver, the token exchange is carried 
out electronically.

The implementation of the RETB system on this route is as follows:

You must stop at the stations and you will then be advised by the remotely situated 
signaller when the token exchange is complete, whereupon the RETB indicator light 
will flash to give you permission to proceed. Instructions on where you may proceed 
to are given at that point along with any additional information if applicable.

RETB indications
Flashing blue light – proceed

Steady blue light – STOP, do not proceed

If you encounter a steady blue light STOP indication, it may be necessary to press the 
[TAB] key on your keyboard to get permission to pass the STOP signal safely.

Note: The RETB system employed on this Kyle Line route add-on does not interact 
with any rolling stock that may have in-cab RETB functions.
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CLASS 37 RESKINS

We have included a set of eight reskins for the default Class 37 locomotive.

JT 37 Blue 

A BR Blue version of the Class 37 which was limited to locomotives that were seen at 
Inverness in the 1980s: 37008, 37023, 37032, 37040, 37046, 37070, 37097, 
37101, 37107, 37109, 37113 and 37119.
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JT 37 Blue 017

BR Blue Class 37 with white stripe along the lower body side, a marking of Eastfield 
TMD in Glasgow at the time.

JT 37 Blue 033 

Class 37 in BR Blue with a small BR logo and large number, also carrying a 
‘Highland Rail’ decal on the side of the cab.



47Inverness to Kyle of Lochalsh

JT 37 LL 025

Inverness Depot’s most famous locomotive and their ‘pet engine’ for many years. 
37025 ‘Inverness TMD’, Large Logo Blue with Highland Rail decals.

JT 37 LL 011

Class 37 in Large Logo Blue with a West Highland Terrier on the side – a type of 
livery more commonly seen on locomotives operating via the West Highland Line to 
Fort William and a marking of Eastfield TMD, Glasgow.
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JT 37 LL 035

Class 37 in Large Logo Blue with Highland Rail decal on cab side. The Highland Rail 
‘Stag’ logo was a marking of the Inverness TMD during the 1980s. 

JT 37 LL 112

Class 37 Large Logo paint but with small numbers and BR logo.
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JT 37 LL 114

Class 37 in Large Logo Blue with Highland Rail decal on cab side.

The name ‘Dunrobin Castle’ comes from a large castle adjacent to the Far North Line 
between Brora and Rogart. 
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CUSTOM CLASS 37 DYNAMICS FOR THE
INCLUDED RESKINS

We have updated and improved the operation and driving dynamics (engine and 
braking performance) for greater realism and authenticity:

• Improved tractive effort and performance

• Realistic Westinghouse M8 air brake control

• Power handle with Off notch and laggy engine response to changes in the 
handle position

• Reverser lever with Engine Only, Reverse, Neutral and Forwards notches, 
with the Engine Only position disabling brake release and resetting the AWS 
self-test

• AWS self-test activated by moving the reverser into Neutral after being in the 
Engine Only position

• Realistic in-cab Ammeter readings

• Realistically dynamic engine exhaust fume and clag particles

• Optional AWS info messaging system for when driving outside of the cab

• Compatible with Train Simulator simple mode

Driving
Due to the realistic nature of these dynamics, the following operating instructions need 
to be observed:

To get moving
1. Move the reverser (‘Directional controller’) from the Engine Only position 

(all the way back) to Neutral (Middle, 9 o’clock) and press [Q] or the AWS 
reset button to cancel the AWS self-test.

2. Move the automatic Train Brake (‘Control for applying brakes on all stock in 
the train’) to the Running position (fully clockwise) and hold [;] or drag all the 
way to the left to activate the spring-loaded release notch for a faster brake 
release.

3. Move the Reveser (‘Directional controller’) to the Forward position.
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4. Move the power handle (‘Throttle controller’) to the first notch (power ON) 
to connect the traction motors to the main generator at around the 9 o’clock 
position, and then increase the engine revs by pulling the power handle 
back, keeping an eye on the current reading on the ammeter so as not to 
induce too large a current at low speeds.

To come to a stop
1. Move the power handle to the Off position when the ammeter reading has 

fallen to about 50-100A (flashover damage is not simulated if this isn’t 
followed and the throttle is just shut off immediately).

2. Move the automatic train brake right, into the Service range, where the brake 
is self-lapping (brake pipe pressure changes in proportion with the movement 
of the brake). Set to the desired brake pressure and hold, then move the 
automatic train brake back to the running position when the train has been 
brought down to the required speed. When just about to stop, make sure 
that the brake pipe pressure is rising and not still or decreasing, so as to 
stop smoothly.

3. Move reverser to Neutral.

In case of emergency
Either

1. Move the automatic train brake all the way into the Emergency position.
or

2. Press the [Backspace] key as a shortcut to snap the automatic train brake into 
the Emergency position.

Additional feature
You cannot listen out for the AWS warning when you are outside of the cab and 
driving with the helicopter view. To inform you when the AWS is warning, a pop-up 
message will appear in the top right-hand corner of your screen. This is turned off by 
default, but press the [Enter] key to toggle the feature on or off.

Limitations
• The vacuum brake pipe pressure gauge does not work and cannot be 

made to work due to an issue in the default Class 37. Therefore the vacuum 
reservoir/chamber gauge should be used to gauge the vacuum pressure 
when inside the cab.

• The vacuum reservoir/chamber remains inauthentic so that it can show the 
vacuum pressure in place of the proper vacuum brake pipe pressure gauge.
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SCENARIOS

Choosing a scenario
When you first start Train Simulator select the ‘Drive’ option in the Main Menu, then 
choose either the Career or ‘Free Roam’ scenarios. Use the scroll bar on the right 
side to scroll down to ‘Just Trains – The Kyle Line’. You can now select your preferred 
scenario and click on the ‘Go’ button.

Please note that although some of the scenarios use the default locomotives and 
rolling stock or stock supplied by The Kyle Line, there are some which require extra 
items to allow them to run correctly. In these cases, the additional assets required are 
listed below the scenario title. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Career scenarios

A day in the life of an Inverness Driver Part 1
Required stock: Default and supplied with route

Duration: 160 minutes

Drive 37112 on 2H80 07:10 Kyle of Lochalsh-Inverness in June 1986.

Inverness-Kyle.
Move 37011 from Inverness TMD to the station in preparation to work 2H85 17:55 

10 minutesDuration: 

 Default and supplied with routeRequired stock:

A day in the life of an Inverness Driver Part 3

afternoon prior to working back to Kyle later.
Take 37112 from the buffers at Inverness to the depot, where it will remain for the 

 15 minutesDuration:

 Default and supplied with routeRequired stock:

A day in the life of an Inverness Driver Part 2

 Drive this scenario before trying the route in a DMU.Note:

will help you learn the route. 
Drive 37114 on 2H87 11:10 Inverness-Kyle in July 1988. Messages along the way 

170 minutesDuration: 

Default and supplied with routeRequired stock: 

Learning The Road To Kyle

way on a Sunday!
numerous run pasts along the way, but thankfully there is only one train a day each 
Drive 44871 on a photo charter along the Kyle Line in 2018. You will perform 

 400 minutesDuration:

 Default and supplied with routeRequired stock:

Kyle Line Photo Charter
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A day in the life of an Inverness Driver Part 4
Required stock: Default and supplied with route

Duration: 180 minutes

Drive 37011 on 2H85 17:55 Inverness-Kyle.

 

 
 

 Drive this scenario before trying the route in a DMU.Note:

will help you learn the route. 
Drive 37114 on 2H87 11:10 Inverness-Kyle in July 1988. Messages along the way 

170 minutesDuration: 

Default and supplied with routeRequired stock: 

Learning the Road to Kyle 

way on a Sunday!
numerous run pasts along the way, but thankfully there is only one train a day each 
Drive 44871 on a photo charter along the Kyle Line in 2018. You will perform 

 180 minutesDuration:

 Default and supplied with routeRequired stock:

Kyle Line Photo Charter

Click on a train and take it for a drive!

Kyle of Lochalsh Free Roam

Click on a train and take it for a drive!

Inverness Free Roam

against the train.
has been set correctly to avoid being directed into sidings or derailed on junctions set 

As these are Free Roam scenarios you must remember to ensure that the route Note: 

Free Roam scenarios
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QUICK DRIVE

This route is equipped for use with the Quick Drive option in Train Simulator. 

To access this option from the Main Menu, press the ‘Drive’ button and then the 
‘Quick Drive’ tab at the top left. 

The Quick Drive menu
The top left area on the menu is where you select the train you wish to drive.

When the menu directly to the right of the train picture is clicked on, it shows the 
variations/consists available for the selected train displays in the right-side area of the 
menu. Click on the consist that you want to drive.

Changing your train
If you want to drive a different train, click back on the top left train picture. The right 
side of the menu will change and will display all the trains you have installed in Train 
Simulator.

Use the ‘Page’ button located at the top middle of the pictures to scroll through 
them all.

All installed trains which have Quick Drive enabled are displayed. If the train does 
NOT have Quick Drive enabled, it will NOT display in the Quick Drive menu.

Selecting the route you wish to drive
When you have selected the train and consist you wish to drive, you then need to 
select the route.

In the middle left area are the route selection menus. Click on the middle far left route 
picture. This will change the right-side area of the menu to display the routes that you 
have installed in Train Simulator.

 

Choosing departure and arrival stations
Click on the route ‘map’ image directly to the right of the route picture. This will then 
show the available departure and arrival points for the route. You can select them by 
clicking on the ones you want.
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Changing time and weather
Controls for changing the time of day and weather conditions are on the lower left 
area. You can use these to adjust the time and weather settings as you wish.

Driving
When you have made all your selections, press the ‘Drive’ button on the lower right 
side of the menu and Train Simulator will load your settings.

IMPORTANT – Filters
In the Standard and Free Roam ‘Drive’ menus there are various locomotive and route 
filter options along the top of the right side. We strongly recommend that these are all 
set to ‘None’ unless you are experienced in using them. 

If you set a filter and forget to remove it, there is a strong possibility 
that not all the available locomotives and/or routes will display in 
the menu.
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SOFTWARE PIRACY

At Just Trains we invest significant time, effort and money in developing and 
publishing all our rail simulation products. This includes rewarding the programmers 
and artists whose creativity contributes so much to the products we all enjoy.

A pirate, otherwise known as a thief, makes a profit from the sale of other people’s 
hard work. In some cases he makes more profit than the publishers and developers 
themselves make from the sale of an original title. Piracy is not just the domain of 
the casual domestic user, but is also a multi-million-pound business conducted by 
criminals, often with associations with the illegal drugs trade. Buying or downloading 
pirated copies of programs directly support these illegal operations.

Don’t be fooled by a load of old tosh about file ‘sharing’. The sites that host these 
‘shared’ files cover their backsides with the excuse that they are simply a ‘gateway’ to 
the files. In fact, they actively encourage piracy and are often funded by advertising. 
Most of them are illegal money-laundering operations by another name. 

The people who really suffer from game piracy are the artists, programmers and other 
committed game development staff. Piracy and theft directly affects people and their 
families. Loss of revenue to the games industry through piracy means many are losing 
their jobs due to cut-backs that have to be made to ensure developers and publishers 
survive. The logical outcome of this is that eventually the supply of rail simulation 
programs will dry up because developers think it is not worth the hassle. 

It’s not just copying software that is against the law. Owning copied software also 
constitutes a criminal offence; so anyone buying or downloading from these people is 
also at risk of arrest and prosecution. 

To find out more about the implications of piracy please click on the Piracy link on our 
website at justtrains.net.
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