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Leaders: Coralie Ling, Lorraine Parkinson,  
Robert Sanderson 

Accompanist: Roland Cropley 
 

We acknowledge the Wurundjeri people 
on whose ancestral land we meet. 



JESUS’ DEATH 
(Good Friday) 

“Then Jesus cried again with a loud voice and breathed his last”. (Matt. 27:50) 
We enter almost-darkness for a time of quiet meditation accompanied by 

music: Adagio in G Minor for Organ and Strings, Tomaso Albinoni. 
A plaque is carried forward.  It reads: Jesus of Nazareth, c.4BCE – c.33CE 

 
Leader:  In this solemn time of mourning, we remember the life and death of 
Jesus of Nazareth, the man for others.  We remember that the crucifixion was 
the means of his death, not the purpose of his life.  We remember that he 
stood alone against mindless powers of violence and death and resisted 
those powers non-violently.  As he did so, he bequeathed to the world 
priceless possibilities for peace. 
All: We mourn the untimely end to Jesus’ life by cruel, prolonged public 
execution, and wonder at his courage and his love.   We remember him. 
SILENCE   A memorial wreath is brought forward 
 
Leader:  We remember Jesus’ courageous faith in the goodness of God and 
in the goodness of his fellow human beings.    
All:  We remember his hope for peace in the best possible world, to be 
made real in cooperation between humanity and its Creator.  
We remember that he called us to be creators of this world, a world he 
called the Kingdom of Heaven.    We remember him. 
SILENCE 
 
Leader:  In solemn reflection we remember that Jesus’ friends failed him 
when he needed them most.   We remember that the church which wears his 
name has often misunderstood him and failed to follow him. 
All:  We remember that we also fail him, fully and too often. 
We remember his love and his forgiveness of human ignorance and 
weakness.    We remember him. 
SILENCE   
  
We hear: ‘Thy rebuke hath broken his heart’, Messiah, G F Handel 
 
All: From this day on, we will remember him. 
 
Leader:  Let us stand by Jesus now, as we remember him.  

Music: ‘Crucifixus’, Antonio Lotti 
(English: ‘He was crucified under Pontius Pilate, suffered and was buried’) 

  
While the music plays, you are invited to come forward, place a sprig of 
rosemary in an urn near the cross, and say the words ‘I remember him’.  
 
We sing (seated) – ‘O Christ, you hang upon a cross’.  Shirley Murray.  
Tune: Good Friday 

 
 
 
 



THE WAITING 
(Easter Saturday) 

“On the Sabbath they rested according to the commandment”. (Luke 23:56)   
We hear Psalm 130: ‘Out of the deep’ arr. John Rutter 

Out of the deep have I called unto thee, O Lord: Lord, hear my voice. 
O let thine ears consider well the voice of my complaint.  If thou, Lord, wilt be 

extreme to mark what is done amiss: O Lord, who may abide it? 
For there is mercy with thee: therefore shalt thou be feared. 

I look to the Lord; my soul doth wait for him, and in his word is my trust. 
My soul fleeth unto the Lord: before the morning watch, I say, before the 

morning watch. 
O Israel trust unto the Lord, for with the Lord there is mercy: and with him is 

plenteous redemption.  And he shall redeem Israel from all his sins. 

 
Leader:  
Holy Saturday is the between time – the time between death and resurrection, 
between what has gone and what is to come, 
between despair and hope, 
between the seed planted and the seed springing up. 
 
It is a time for gathering thoughts and planning action, 
a time of preparation, 
but also a time of rest, a time for healing, 
a time for acceptance, 
a time for living with loss and trauma. 
 
In our context a time for reflection 
on the loss and renewal of aboriginal spirituality and culture, 
on asylum seekers’ detention and move to community living, 
on the flooding and restoration of the land. 
On……. 
 
In the gospel stories the women gather their ointments, build up their courage 
and prepare for dawn action.  The men on the other hand retreat in silence. 
 
Holy Saturday – 
A time for the seeds of hope and love, 
for the seeds of courageous action to germinate. 
 
An act of reflection 
Bowls of salty water are passed around.  They represent tears of grief and 
tears of healing.  You are invited to anoint yourself with the water and pass 
the bowl saying “healing for tomorrow.” 
 
Prayers: 
In the aftermath of floods we offer our hope for the healing of the land and the 
rebuilding of life. 
Come healing Spirit. 



As the Easter road toll looms, we offer our thoughts for a more constructive 
future and our support for those in healing teams. 
Come Spirit Advocate 
In the horrors of war we seek the wisdom of an all embracing peace, 
Where the domination of the powers is replaced 
With the hope for hearts of stone becoming hearts of flesh. 
Come Spirit of hope. 

We sing (seated) softly and thoughtfully: ‘Spirit of Peace’  
John Murray 

 
 

A silence is kept 
 
 

JESUS’ LIFE 
(Easter Day) 

“Why do you look for the living among the dead?” (Luke 24:5) 
Music: Sunrise from ‘Grand Canyon Suite’ by Ferde Grofé 

 

 
Source: University Corporation for Atmospheric Research 

 
Leader:  Jesus lives!  He lives in the hearts and minds of all who love him. 
All:  This is the way we will remember him! 
Leader:  On the day called Easter, we celebrate the indestructible love and 
wisdom that Jesus showed to the world. 
All: We will gladly follow in his Way! 
We sing: ‘Because you live, O Christ’  Tune: Vruechten 
      Shirley Erena Murray 
 
Leader:  We will remember Jesus as we live our lives. 
All:  We will remember him as we forgive, and not hold on to hurts. 
Leader:  We will remember Jesus as we live our lives. 
All: We will remember him as we give until it makes a difference. 

 



         
 
Leader:  We will remember Jesus as we live our lives. 
All:  We will remember him as we resist war and all forms of violence. 
 

 
 

Leader:  We will remember Jesus as we live our lives. 
All:  We will remember him as we feed the hungry, shelter the homeless 
and befriend the lonely. 
Leader:  We will remember Jesus as we live our lives. 
All:  We will remember his faith in a God who loves, forgives and 
restores our hope. 
Leader:  We will remember Jesus as we live our lives. 
All:  We will remember his guidelines for life and for loving. 
 

HOLY COMMUNION  
 

Leader:   We stand and say together ‘Make me a Channel of Your Peace’ 
                        by Johann Sebastian Templehoff 
 
  
WELCOME TO THE TABLE        
Leader:  This is a table of inclusiveness in Jesus’ name; all are welcome.  
This bread and wine come from the earth, the sun and the rain.  The seeds 
and the grapes are gathered and crushed by human hands to make these 
loaves and this wine.  When Jesus took the bread and wine into his hands it 
became for us a sign that what is broken can be remade; what is lost can be 
found and that all creation strives toward wholeness and peace.  I invite you 
to greet the person next to you with the handshake of peace. 
 
 
 



Leader:  
Spirit of Life, we are grateful for the earth and sky, all that sustains and 
nourishes us on this planet. 
Spirit of Peace, we are grateful for inner stillness and times of thoughtful 
reflection that nurture and shape us. 
Spirit of Hope, we are grateful for purposeful and meaningful lives which are 
awakened to your life within us. 
Spirit of Love, we are grateful for the life and teaching of Jesus, for his calling 
to us to be light and healing for the peace of the world. 

 

  
 

Leader:  We light this candle with gratitude.  
All:  We are thankful for Jesus who spoke words of love and lived the 
way of compassion; he embraced the spirit of hope and challenged the 
forces of evil. 
 
We sing (seated): ‘Put peace into each other’s hands’  Tune: Erin 
       Fred Kaan  
    
Leader:  As Jesus shared bread and wine with his friends, so we share this 
meal, aware that the spirit of Jesus’ life and message is alive and present with 
us.  Bread – symbol of life and broken to be shared; wine – life poured out in 
love for all.  We eat the bread and drink the wine in this community of Jesus’ 
friends. 
 
Bread and wine are shared.  You are invited to come forward to receive bread and 
dip it in a cup. Gluten free wafers are on the centre table. 
 

Leader: We give thanks that through this bread and wine our inner lives have 
been nourished; our faith strengthened and our love increased.  
All:  We are grateful for this moment, this meal and these people, and we 
give ourselves to the way of Jesus.  May we leave this meal as changed 
people, because we have shared the living bread and cannot remain the 
same.  Amen 
 
 

We sing: We sing: ‘Sing for God’s glory’   Tune: Lobe den Herren 
     Kathy Galloway  
 
 
 



Blessing For Peace (together) 
  May the blessing of love be upon us. 
  May its peace abide with us. 
  May its essence illuminate our hearts, 
  now and forever.  Amen.  
 
Postlude:  Toccata and Fugue in D Minor, J.S. Bach 
 
 

This liturgy is written in the belief that the foundation of a reformed and revitalized church  
will be the teachings and the God of Jesus.   

It may be re-used in part or as a whole,for public worship. 
 
The Progressive Christian Network of Victoria is dedicated to bringing together and informing 

people who are searching for a meaningful faith for the 21
st
 century.   

Its web site is: www.pcnvictoria.org.au 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 


