
As you may know from 

previous communications, 

Bella financially hit a rough 

patch this summer. In an effort 

to communicate the need for 

Bella in our community, we 

asked a few clients to express 

the reason they feel Bella is an 

important service. Here are 

some of their responses: 

Client Letter #1: Two days 

after my parents found out I 

was pregnant my mother 

took me to Bella. I was told I 

was going to a doctor’s 

appointment. When we 

showed up the staff at Bella 

were very friendly and 

understanding. I first found 

out my mother wanted me to 

get an abortion that day. 

When I met with the nurse 

for the pregnancy test, I 

learned that I could not be 

forced into having an 

abortion.  I was a sophomore 

in high school when I got 

pregnant. I hadn't found 

myself yet and I felt getting 

pregnant was the worst 

thing that happened to me. I 

know that if Bella wasn't 

there I wouldn't have 

realized that beauty could 

come from my pain. I had 

nobody to turn to. I felt my 

mother misunderstood me 

and I only had one friend in 

school when everyone found 

out. The nurse at Bella was 

the one person I knew would 

be there for me no matter 

what my decision was. She 

was honest and helped me 

find my way. I knew that 

everything was going to be 

ok. And Bella made me 

realize my son was the best 

thing that happened to me. I 

took the classes Bella offered 

and they taught me so much. 
 

Client Letter #2:  I don't 
know where I would be 
today if Bella wasn't there. 
I know my relationship with 
God wouldn't be as strong 
as it is. And I can tell you 
right now I wouldn't be the 
person I am today if Bella 
wasn't there to help me 
find my way. I couldn't 
imagine becoming pregnant 
and not having anywhere to 
go. I feel Bella isn't 
something that a 
community can be stable 
without. The community 
needs education about sex. 
The only way I can explain 
to you about how important 
Bella is, is to ask you, what 
would you do if you became 
pregnant and didn't have a 
person to turn to? Would 
you be able to become a 
good parent without the 
support of a friend, a true, 
trustworthy, honest friend? 

Is Bella Needed?   

Client Letter #3:  Bella has 

helped me out so much. When I 

first found out I was pregnant, 

I wasn't sure what to do, nor 

did I know my options. I went 

to Bella and they helped 

inform me and taught me many 

valuable things. I had decided 

to keep my baby and my family 

wasn't very supportive. Bella 

helped by counseling us and we 

eventually saw eye to eye. The 

father of my child and I hit 

many rough patches and got 

stressed and worried about 

many things. Bella also helped 

us through all that. Without 

the help we received from them, 

I honestly do not believe we 

would be the happy family we 

are now. I couldn't thank them 

enough for everything they 

have done for me and my 

family and the things they 

continue to teach us today. 

Without Bella I believe many 

pregnant women fathers and 

mothers would not know their 

options or have help with 

emotional and financial 

burdens. I would hate to see 

this happen. Especially with 

teen moms like me. We all are 

mostly worried and confused 

about what is happening and 

Bella helps a lot. I would hate 

to see that help gone. I'm not 

sure what people would do 

without it. 

Our heartfelt thanks goes to all 

those who responded to our 

summer letters, including the 

churches that took up special 

collections for Bella!  Special 
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“...I can tell you right 

now I wouldn’t be the 

person I am today if 

Bella wasn’t there to 

help me find my way.” 



Only 10 Days 

left to Reserve 

your spot! 

                                                   You are cordially invited to attend Bella’s 

                                                       Leave a Legacy Dessert Gala 

                                                                         October 23, 2010 

     Social at 6:00; Banquet & Program at 6:30                                                                                                                                        

Holiday Inn Convention Center, Spearfish 

                                               Tables and Tickets are now available for purchase 

                                      Call 605.642.4140 for reservations or return the form in this newsletter 

               2010 Dessert Gala sponsored by:  
  

  

   

  

Leaving a Legacy 

Thirty years ago the very first 

crisis pregnancy center opened 

its doors in Baltimore 

Maryland.  Since then, 

thousands of centers have 

popped up all over the country.  

Through the work of these 

centers, America has gained a 

rich and lasting legacy!  

Literally, hundreds of 

thousands of lives have been 

saved and millions more 

touched and changed by these 

little, grassroots missions.  

Who could ever put a value on 

what has been accomplished?   

 

Bella began seeing its first 

clients in 1986, six short years 

after the crisis pregnancy center 

movement began.  Since then, 

two generations of women and 

families have been blessed by 

the legacy of this powerful 

ministry.  Bella’s legacy isn’t 

one that can be measured in 

dollars and cents, nor can it be 

diminished by time, but rather 

Bella’s legacy is made up of 

the rich treasures of love, truth, 

hope, faith and life.   

 

The theme of our upcoming 

Dessert Gala is “Leave a 

Legacy”.  This theme not only 

articulates Bella’s purpose in 

the Northern Hills, but also 

describes our approach to the 

clients we see - each of them 

facing a crossroads in life.  The 

choices they make will 

determine the type of life they 

lead, and the type of legacy 

they leave.  Bella provides 

information and support that 

empowers women and men in 

crisis to recognize the long-

term ramifications of the 

decisions they face.  Will their 

legacy include future 

generations of their family?  If 

so, will their legacy also 

provide eternal benefits and 

blessings to those generations, 

or will their legacy be temporal 

- diminishing or even 

vanishing through time?   

 

The Dessert Gala functions to 

share the vision of Bella with 

others, asking them to join the 

Bella legacy through financial 

support and volunteerism.  

When you partner with us 

through the Dessert Gala, our 

other events, or as a regular 

donor, Bella becomes part of 

your legacy. Together, we are 

empowering those in 

unplanned pregnancies to 

impact future generations by 

building lasting legacies of 

hope, faith and life.   

 

A Thought From the Executive Director, Roxie Johnson 

“...two generations 

of women and 

families have been 

blessed by the legacy 

of this powerful 

ministry.” 
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on editing and adding more 

information but we invite you to 

see what has already been 

accomplished. 

We have already had several new 

clients that have made 

appointments after finding our 

website!   

Please also check out our donor/

supporter website at:  

http://www.bellapartners.org/   

Center Director/Nurse Notes by Jodie Baxendale 

Page 5 Heartbeat 

Donor Care/Developer 
 
We have exciting news! At Bella, 
it has been our desire to have a 
far more personal relationship 
with our supporting donors and 
churches, but time and 
resources have not allowed us 
that opportunity. However, we 
have decided to change that!  
We are pleased to introduce 
Chris Jewett as our new donor 
care/developer. Chris’s priority 
will be to meet with our 
supporting churches and regular 
donors to keep them informed 
of the impact that Bella has 
been having in the community 
and the lives of our clients.  
 
Chris has a long history with the  
Bella Pregnancy Resource 
Center. She joined our ministry 
as a volunteer client advocate 14 
years ago. Since then she has 
also served on the board of 

directors and the helpline. We 
can’t wait to introduce Chris to 
you so you can see her passion 
and hear her heart for Bella and 
the clients we serve.  
 
Volunteer Nurse 

We are also excited to introduce  
a new volunteer nurse, Esther 
Van Marel.  Esther  holds a 
Bachelor of Science in Nursing 
(RN) and currently works PRN in 
cardiac rehab at the Sturgis 
hospital and Regional Surgery 
Center. 

When Esther and her family 
moved to Spearfish from Miles 
City, MT, she was disappointed 
that she would not be able to be 
involved with a new pregnancy 
center that was in the 
development stage there, 
because it has always been in 
her heart to help those in crisis 
pregnancies.  However, she was 

excited to find that there was 
already an established center in 
Spearfish where she could 
volunteer her nursing skills.  

Esther recently completed her 
sonography training, OB 
training, and her didactic 
training.  She is currently seeing 
clients on Thursday afternoons 
at Bella. 

When asked about her favorite 
part of volunteering at Bella, 
Esther stated that it is “getting 
to know the clients, 
understanding where they are 
coming from, and showing 
them their babies through 
ultrasound.” 

Esther lives in Spearfish with her 
husband, Doug (who is a 
physician at Queen City 
Regional Medical Center) and 
their daughters; Sarah, Abigail, 
Rebekah, and Rachel. 

Announcing the new client Bella Pregnancy Resource Center website!   

http://www.bellapregnancy.com/ 

 This website offers general information on support and choices available at the center.  As 

our world became ever computer driven, we recognized the demand for a website that our 

clients and others seeking information could access.   

Bella’s website is the result of a lot of hard work and a very generous donation by one of our 

board members.  It was designed by Ross Johnson Design Company, Inc.  We are still working  

New Staff 

Pictured above:  Bella’s 

volunteer nurse, Esther Van 

Marel, holding a Bella 

baby! 

“We have already had 

several new clients 

that have made 

appointments after 

finding our website!” 

http://www.bellapregnancy.com/


Huge thanks goes to……... 

Ultrasound Model Program 

Bella is seeking pregnant women 

in their first or second trimesters 

as ultrasound models.  The 

ultrasound model program gives 

families the opportunity to see 

the development of their baby in 

the womb and helps our nurses 

maintain and improve their 

sonography skills.  Call us at Bella 

to sign up for this great program. 

Volunteer Training Seminar 

Mark your March calendars for 

our Volunteer Training Seminar.  

We plan to offer this valuable 

seminar every Tuesday and 

Thursday morning in March.  If 

you’ve always wanted to learn 

crisis intervention skills, this 

seminar is for you!  For more 

information or to pre-register, 

call us at Bella!   

Baby Bottle Campaign 

Coming to your church soon!  

Our Baby Bottle Boomerang 

Campaign is scheduled for the 

weekend of Sanctity of Human 

Life Sunday which is January 23, 

2011.  Area churches will receive 

information about how they can 

participate in December.  

Meanwhile, call us if you want a 

baby bottle to fill before then!  

Bella Happenings…….. 

Call Bella at 

 605.642.4140 

for more information  

on Bella happenings!  
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 Lynne Munger, Billye Tracey, Lorri Riley, Angie Albonico, Lyle Haak, Cindy Riley, Julie Brunner, Heidi 
Gebbie, Donna Wilkening, Jessica Partridge, Lisa Marchant, Christian Kerr, Kristen Harding, Jodie 
Baxendale, Chris Jewett and Roxie Johnson for their hard work on our Dessert Gala Committee. 

Tracee Wagenman and the Holder Family; for their consistent efforts and hard work at keeping Bella 
clean and beautiful!!  And for the wonderful and delicious treats they provided for our recent Vision 
Tours!  What a blessing they have been to Bella, our staff, volunteers, clients, and tour participants! 

First Baptist Church in Sturgis for a baby shower of gifts including car seats, play/travel yards, diapers, 
clothing, strollers and lots of misc. baby items! 

Grace Fellowship Church in Spearfish for several large packages of diapers and wipes. 

National Mutual Benefit, Empty Nesters group from Countryside Community Church, Grace Fellowship 
Church,  and The River  for choosing Bella as a service project and sprucing up our building (inside and 
out) this spring.  

Fresh Start Convenience Store in Spearfish for sharing vendor profits with Bella in May. 

Zonta and the Spearfish Optimist Club for grants their clubs gave Bella  this spring. 

Kim Lessman for helping to organize Bella’s rummage sale in July, and to all those who worked hard to 
make the rummage sale a success! 

Taea Albonico who set up her snow cone business at Bella’s rummage sale and then donated all the 
money from her sales that day to Bella. 

Spearfish Surgery Center for collecting baby items for Bella. 

Pastor Gene Bauman for a box of Bibles designed for those in crisis pregnancies. 

Celebration Gifts 

Gift from Mary Christensen in memory 

of her husband, Steve Christensen. 

Gift from Keith & Alma Benedict in 

memory of their son, Daniel Benedict. 

Sponsor-a-Day gift from George & 

Julie Hushin in memory of their 

mother, Ann. 

 

Heartfelt thanks to those who have made the following 

designated donations: 

Hills Interiors:  Pregnancy tests, ultrasound gel & college ad for 

one year 

Jon & Mary Pochop: College ad for one year 

Chad & Lisa Harley:  Client website and ultrasound training for 

volunteer nurse 

Hood & Nies: Client website 

Dr. Doug & Esther Van Marel:  ultrasound training 

Taea Albonico with her 

friend, Sela, drumming up 

business for Bella’s 1st 

annual rummage sale. 



We were so pleased with the response to our practical needs list from our last newsletter that 

we decided to make this a regular feature.  Here are some great donation/service opportunities 

to help Bella in the coming months: 

In lieu of Christmas gift exchanges, hold a baby shower for Bella to restock our Mommy & 

Me boutique with baby clothing, hooded bath towels, diapers, wipes, nursery furniture and 

other baby care items and furnishings. 

Pay one month’s heat bill:  $260 per month (based on October ‘09-March ‘10) 

Pay one month of our theatre ad ($125) or the whole year! ($1,500) 

Pay for patient drapes and gloves (needed!) for the ultrasound room ($132.70/year or 

$66.35/6 months) 

Supply us with ice melt for the winter months ($30/month, October-March) 

Come scoop our sidewalks when it snows his winter!!  (One of our #1 needs October-March) 

Donate $1,000 toward the pay-down of our mortgage ($140,000 outstanding) 

Volunteer as a church liaison  

Volunteer on our  fundraising committee  to help organize the Baby Bottle Boomerang 

Campaign, scheduled for January 22-23, and Walk for Life, scheduled for May 14 

 

Practical Ways to Help Bella 

Update on Stop and Think 

It was with great sadness that 
Bella’s Board of Directors 
decided to close the Stop and 
Think program in June of this 
year.   Bella provided this  
valuable abstinence-until-
marriage  program free of 
charge to local and regional 
schools and youth 
organizations for the past 
eight years.  
 
Stop and Think was financed 
with grant monies through 
the federal government and 
the State of South Dakota.  
The federal grant for Stop 
and Think ended in 
September 2008 and the 
state grant money for 
abstinence education ran out 
in May 2010.      
 

“Here are some great 

donation/service 

opportunities to help 

Bella in the coming 

months.” 
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Bella is checking into a few 
options for the future of the 
abstinence program.  One 
option is to find volunteer 
presenters who would present 
abstinence education to 
students in the Northern Hills 
area under the umbrella of the 
Bella Pregnancy Resource 
Center.  Another is to work 
with individuals or groups from 
the area to get a program up 
and going, and then turn the 
program over to them for 
facilitation.  Lastly, 
consideration may be given to 
re-opening the program when 
federal abstinence funding 
becomes available again. 
 
Please be assured that our 
Board of Directors will be 
praying about what, if any, 

However, for right now, we 
believe that our mission is to 
focus on reaching and serving 
the abortion vulnerable 
women and men in our area.   
With coming changes to health 
care, this may become much 
more difficult in the future, 
which is why we plan to 
develop a strategic marketing 
plan within the next year, 
focusing on those who might 
otherwise fall victim to a liberal 
health care system.   
 
We welcome your prayers for 
future guidance and direction  
for Bella, the programs 
offered, and the clients served.  
For specific prayer needs, 
please all Jodie at 605-642-
4140.     

It was with great sadness 

that Bella said goodbye to 

it’s last Stop and Think 

presenter, Tony Cooley,  in 

June.  Tony is pictured 

above at a going away 

party that staff held in his 

honor.  
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Sponsor A Day is a fun way to honor a special day in your, or a loved-one's, life and support the 

important work of the Bella Pregnancy Resource Center.  Here's how it works:  We took our annual 

projected budget and divided the expenses by the days Bella is open each year.  Included in the budget 

is everything from light bulbs to pregnancy tests to building payments.  This comes to approximately 

$600 per day for operating expenses.  We then divided the $600 by 12 months to break it down into 

monthly payments.  For just $50 per month, you can now sponsor-a-day of operations at Bella.  We'll 

pray for you on the special day you've sponsored, and if you like, send you an update of all the important 

things that happened that day or week.  You can also sponsor 1/2 a day of operations for just $25 per 

month.  You may want to memorialize a loved one or honor the date of a birthday, anniversary, or other 

special event in your life.  If you want to know more about Sponsor a Day, please call  605-642-4140 and 

ask for Kristen.  You may also sign up using the form inside this newsletter.  Our heartfelt thanks to 

those who have already chosen to invest in the lives of young women, men, and their unborn babies 

through this important program. 

 

Sponsor-a-Day Donors 
January 

February 

   14-John & Amy Sundberg  (1/2 day) 

   20-John & Roxie Johnson (1/2 day) 

March 

April 

May 

      27-Bill & Deb Myers 

June 

   2-Derald & Kelly Hill 

   26-Anonymous 

July 

August 

September 

   30-George & Julie Hushin 

October 

  20-John & Roxie Johnson (1/2 day) 

November 

December 

Unspecified 

   Miriam Swisher 

   Kevin Deschamps 

Bella Pregnancy Resource Center 

P.O. Box 755 

119 E. Grant Street 

Spearfish, SD  57783 
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