
The best family reunion…ever 
December 24, 2017      Colossians 1      Jonathan Schaeffer 

 

“So now we can rejoice in our wonderful new relationship with God 
because our Lord Jesus Christ has made us friends of God.” 

Romans 5:11, NLT 
 

The real story of Christmas  
More than just a sentimental time of the year, Christmas is about our most 
important relationship being reconciled.  Jesus’ birth into our broken world 
makes possible the best family reunion ever.  But it’s not automatic for us.  
Our response to him determines whether we are included…or not. 
 

Who is that baby born in Bethlehem…really? 
 

 Jesus’ arrival allows us to see the invisible God. 
“Christ is the visible image of the invisible God.” Colossians 1:15,19 
 

 Jesus has always existed; he has no beginning. 
“He existed before anything was created.”  1:15 
 

 Jesus created everything and is greater in power than anything.  
“He is supreme over all creation...” 1:16 
 

 All of us—and all of creation—was made for relationship with Jesus. 
“Everything was created through him and for him.”  1:16 
 

 Jesus keeps the universe running precisely as it does. 
“He existed before anything else; he holds all creation together.” 1:17 
 

 Jesus is the leader of all those around the world who trust Him. 
“Christ is also the head of the church, which is his body.”  1:18 
 

 Jesus is the first to rise from the dead and never die again. 
“Supreme over all who rise from the dead…first in everything.” 1:18 
 

 Jesus’ death on the cross allows broken relationships to be healed. 
“He made peace with everything in heaven and on earth by means 
of Christ’s blood on the cross.”  1:20 

 

Who am I…really? 
 I was made for a relationship with God. 

“Everything was created through him and for him.”  Colossians 1:16 
 

“How often I have wanted to gather your children together as a hen 
protects her chicks beneath her wings…”  Matthew 23:37; Luke 13:34 

God’s heart—since the beginning—is for us.  We only experience life 
as it was meant to be when we are in relationship with Him. 
 

 My relationship with God was broken. 
“This includes you who were once far away from God. You were his 
enemies, separated from him…” Colossians 1:21; Isaiah 59:2 

 

The initial break happened when people turned their back on God. 
“So the LORD God banished them from the Garden of Eden…after 
sending them out, the LORD God stationed mighty cherubim to the 
east of the Garden of Eden. He placed a flaming sword that flashed 
back and forth to guard the way to the tree of life.” Genesis 3:23-24 

 
 Jesus came to make possible the best reunion ever. 

“God has reconciled you to himself through the death of Christ…as a 
result, he has brought you into his own presence…”  Colossians 1:22 

 

“So he returned home to his father. And while he was still a long way 
off, his father saw him coming. Filled with love and compassion, he 
ran to his son, embraced him, and kissed him.”  Luke 15:20; Matt. 1:21  

 

How to personally reconcile with God 
A reunion is possible for all of us.  Our part is to… 
 “receive Christ Jesus as Lord…” Colossians 2:6 
 “continue to believe this truth and stand firmly in it.” Colossians 1:23 

 

Jesus has opened the door for us—we simply have to enter by faith in 
Him.  It’s a relationship, so we talk with God the Father and express our 
need for Jesus…and our acceptance of what he’s done for us.   

Heavenly Father, I want to know you and be part of your family. I 
admit my need for a Savior who can reconcile me, bringing me back 
to a personal relationship with you. Right now, I transfer my trust to 
Jesus—who gave his life for me—and ask that you would receive me 
on the basis of what He has done for me. Forgive me for trying to live 
life without you at the center. Thank you for releasing me from all of 
my sin and failures and allowing me to be part of your family forever. 
Help me to trust you as my Father and strengthen me by your Spirit 
to follow Christ as the Lord of my life.  In His name I pray, Amen. 

 
Completed note sheets are available at the literature display in the Lobby, or by visiting Gracecma.org 


