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Test Name : Test 6 - Revision 1 Total Questions : 100
Difficulty Level : Medium Total Marks : 200.00
Test Type : Free Duration : 120.00 mins

Instruction :
Please read the instructions carefully

The total duration of examination is 120 minutes.1.
Right Answer carries 2 marks and 1/3rd is negative marking in case of the wrong answer.2.
The clock will be set at the server. The countdown timer in the top right corner of the screen will3.
display the remaining time available for you to complete the examination. When the timer
reaches zero, the examination will end by itself. You will not be required to end or submit your
examination.
The test contains 100 questions. Each item is given in the language of your preference (Hindi or4.
English)
A test can be given only once5.
In case you feel there is more than one correct response, mark the response, which you consider6.
the best.
All questions carry equal marks i.e. 2 marks each question7.
You can always go back and change your answer before submitting the test. However, this is not8.
possible in the actual UPSC preliminary exam.
Irrespective of how many answers you have marked, the test will automatically close in 2 hours9.
and you will get your score based on the responses marked till then
There are 4 alternatives for each question. For each wrong answer given, one-third of the marks10.
assigned to that question will be deducted as penalty
The Question Palette displayed on the right side of the screen will show the status of each11.
question using one of the following symbols:

 You have not visited the question yet.

 You have not answered the question.

 You have answered the question.

 You have NOT answered the question, but have marked the question for review.

 You have answered the question, but marked it for review.
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Q.1 The Ghantasala village in Krishna district of Andhra Pradesh is recently in news for-
A.     Development of a prime Buddhist tourist spot
B.     A multi-level 20GW solar project
C.      Base for a hydroelectric power project
D.     None of the above

Answer : A,

Solution :

To develop Ghantasala village in Krishna district of Andhra Pradesh as one of the prime
Buddhist tourist spots in the State, decks have been cleared for the construction of a Rs. 1.5-
crore project, which envisages construction of 70- ft statue of Buddha. A two-storied structure
in Buddhist architecture resembling a pedestal with a 100-ft wide and 70-ft high Budha in the
Mahaparinirvana posture will be a major highlight. The new facility will be themed on the
Mahaparinirvana of the Buddha. In Buddhism, Mahaparinirvana means the ultimate state —
everlasting, highest peace and happiness — entered by an Awakened Being (Buddha).

Q.2 The Border Roads Organization (BRO) falls under
A.     Ministry of Defence
B.     National Highways Authority of India (NHAI)
C.      Indian Army
D.     Home Ministry

Answer : A,

Solution :

Functioning under the control of the Ministry of Defence since 2015, the BRO is engaged in
road construction to provide connectivity to difficult and inaccessible regions in the border
areas of the country.

It is staffed by officers and troops drawn from the Indian Army’s Corps of Engineers, Electrical
and Mechanical Engineers, Army Service Corps, Military Police and army personnel on extra
regimental employment. Engineering Service and personnel from the General Reserve
Engineer Force (GREF) form the parent cadre of the Border Roads Organisation.

Currently, the organisation maintains operations in twenty-one states, one UT (Andaman and
Nicobar Islands), and neighbouring countries such as Afghanistan, Bhutan, Myanmar, and Sri
Lanka. The BRO operates and maintains over 32,885 kilometres of roads and about 12,200
meters of permanent bridges in the country.

Q.3 _______ is a device that uses Radio Frequency Identification (RFID) technology for making toll
payments directly from the prepaid account linked to it.
A.     NISAR
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B.     INDIgo
C.      FASTag
D.     None of the above

Answer : C,

Solution :

The National Highways Authority of India has come out with two mobile apps – MyFASTag and
FASTag Partner – as part of its efforts to facilitate availability of the tag towards electronic toll
payment. It is a device that uses Radio Frequency Identification (RFID) technology for making
toll payments directly from the prepaid account linked to it. It is affixed on the windscreen of
vehicle and enables to drive through toll plazas without waiting.

The tag has a validity of 5 years and after purchase, it only needs to be recharged or topped
up. The service is applicable to all kinds of vehicles but use of the service is currently
voluntary.

Q.4 Scientists have discovered two new primitive species in the Western Ghats mountain ranges in
Kerala. They have named the new species Drawida polydiverticulata and Drawida thomasi.
These species are primarily-
A.     Lizards
B.     Butterflies
C.      Earthworms
D.     Frogs

Answer : C,

Solution :

There had been sixteen Drawida species known from the state with ten of them being unique.
The present discovery of two new species and five new local records further contributes to the
vast species richness of the genus in Kerala.

Q.5 What is the name of the recently built world’s smallest surgical robot?
A.     Versius
B.     Sisyphus
C.      Cornelius
D.     Minimus

Answer : A,

Solution :

Scientists in the UK have developed the world’s smallest surgical robot with low-cost
technology used in mobile phones and space industries. The robot is called Versius. The robot
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is controlled by a surgeon at a console guided by a 3D screen in the operating theatre.

It works like a human arm and contains technology that detects resistance to make sure the
right amount of force is used when the instruments are inside the patient. Such procedures
reduce complications and pain after surgery and speed up recovery time for patients.

Q.6 The controversial Islamic divorce practice of instant triple talaq (Talaq-e-Biddat) has been
struck down as arbitrary and against the tenets of Islam. The practice was against:
A.     Article 16
B.     Article 21
C.      Article 25
D.     Article 14

Answer : D,

Solution :

The practice was against Article 14 of the Constitution, which guarantees the right to equality,
the Supreme Court has ruled. Under the Constitution, religious freedom is subject to all other
Fundamental Rights. Article 25 — which guarantees Freedom of Practice and Propagation of
Religion — does not protect religious practices since they can negatively affect the welfare of
citizens. Article 14, which guarantees the Right to Equality, overrides Article 25 because triple
talaq denies a Muslim woman’s equality before the law.

Q.7 Consider the following statements:
1.       The Financial Stability and Development Council (FSDC) was constituted in December,
2015.
2.       The Council is chaired by the Prime Minister
Choose the correct options:
A.     Only statement 1 is correct
B.     Only statement 2 is correct
C.      Both the statements are correct
D.     Both the statements are wrong

Answer : D,

Solution :

The Financial Stability and Development Council (FSDC) was constituted in December, 2010.
The Council is chaired by the Union Finance Minister and its members are Governor, Reserve
Bank of India; Finance Secretary and/or Secretary, Department of Economic Affairs;
Secretary, Department of Financial Services; Chief Economic Adviser, Ministry of Finance;
Chairman, Securities and Exchange Board of India; Chairman, Insurance Regulatory and
Development Authority and Chairman, Pension Fund Regulatory and Development Authority.
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Q.8 The Mechi River is a trans-boundary river flowing through which of the following two
countries?
A.     India and Bhutan
B.     India and China
C.      India and Bangladesh
D.     India and Nepal

Answer : D,

Solution :

The Mechi River is a trans-boundary river flowing through Nepal and India. It is a tributary of
the Mahananda River. The Mechi originates in the Mahabharat Range in Nepal. The Union
Cabinet has approved a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) to be signed between India and
Nepal for laying down implementation arrangement on Cost sharing, Schedules and Safeguard
issues for starting construction of a new Bridge over Mechi River at Indo-Nepal border.

The construction of the bridge will improve regional connectivity and has potential to
strengthen cross border trade between both the countries and cementing ties by
strengthening industrial, social and cultural exchanges.

Q.9 An example of “effective action to consolidate public sector banks” is-
A.     The proposal for merger of SBI and its associates
B.     The proposal for creating stronger banks through infusion of finance
C.      Using only public sector banks to fund PPPs
D.     None of the above

Answer : A,

Solution :

In 1991, it was suggested that India should have fewer but stronger Public Sector Banks.
However, it was only in May 2016 that effective action to consolidate public sector banks
began to be taken by announcing amalgamation of six banks into the State bank of India. The
Union Cabinet has given in-principle approval for Public Sector Banks to amalgamate through
an Alternative Mechanism (AM). The decision would facilitate consolidation among the
Nationalised Banks to create strong and competitive banks.

Q.10 The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs (CCEA) is a standing committee of the Cabinet,
chaired by-
A.     Minister of Finance
B.     Governor of RBI
C.      Cabinet secretary
D.     Prime Minister
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Answer : D,

Solution :

none

Q.11 Which of the following is not a fundamental right?
A.     Right to life
B.     Right to worship
C.      Right to privacy
D.     All of the above are fundamental rights

Answer : D,

Solution :

The Supreme Court has ruled right to privacy is intrinsic to the entire fundamental rights
chapter of the Constitution. The court has held that “the right to privacy is protected as
intrinsic part of the right to life and personal liberty under Article 21 and as a part of the
freedoms guaranteed by Part III of the Constitution”.

This will have a massive impact on Aadhaar-based litigation. A separate Bench of the court will
examine the Aadhar issue. This verdict examines the constitutional status of the right to
privacy and strengthens the ordinary Indian’s privacy from being invaded. Government cannot
be arbitrary and this verdict has paved the way for growth of jurisprudence on privacy rights
in India.

Q.12 Sec 377 of the Indian Penal code,
A.     Legalizes homosexuality
B.     Criminalizes homosexuality
C.      Mentions PoK as an integral part of India
D.     Specifies that PoK is NOT an integral part of India

Answer : B,

Solution :

Section 377 of IPC — which came into force in 1862 — defines unnatural offences. It says,
“Whoever voluntarily has carnal intercourse against the order of nature with any man, woman
or animal, shall be punished with imprisonment for life, or with imprisonment of either
description for a term which may extend to 10 years, and shall also be liable to fine.”

Q.13 Which of the following is not a criteria for getting maharatna status?
A.     Having Miniratna status.
B.     Listed on Indian stock exchange with minimum prescribed public shareholding under

SEBI regulations.
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C.      Average annual net profit after tax of more than Rs. 5,000 crore, during the last 3
years.

D.     Should have significant global presence/international operations.

Answer : A,

Solution :

It should have navaratna status. Following are the conditions:

(i) Having Navratna status.

(ii) Listed on Indian stock exchange with minimum prescribed public shareholding under SEBI
regulations.

(iii) Average annual turnover of more than Rs. 25,000 crore, during the last 3 years.

(iv) Average annual net worth of more than Rs. 15,000 crore, during the last 3 years.

(v) Average annual net profit after tax of more than Rs. 5,000 crore, during the last 3 years.

(vi) Should have significant global presence/international operations.

It is in news because Bharat Petroleum is set to get maharatna status.

Q.14 Recently the government has extended the FAME scheme by 6 months. What is it for?
A.     For promoting sports among youth
B.     For promoting scientific temper among youth
C.      To promote electric and hybrid vehicles
D.     To promote solar friendly roofing

Answer : C,

Solution :

Government of India has notified FAME India Scheme [Faster Adoption and Manufacturing of
(Hybrid &) Electric Vehicles in India] for implementation with effect from 1st April 2015, with
the objective to support hybrid/electric vehicles market development and Manufacturing eco-
system. The scheme has 4 focus areas i.e. Technology development, Demand Creation, Pilot
Projects and Charging Infrastructure. The FAME India Scheme is aimed at incentivising all
vehicle segments i.e. 2 Wheeler, 3 Wheeler Auto, Passenger 4 Wheeler Vehicle, Light
Commercial Vehicles and Buses. The scheme covers Hybrid & Electric technologies like Mild
Hybrid, Strong Hybrid, Plug in Hybrid & Battery Electric Vehicles.

Q.15 Which of the following is the National Nodal Agency to `Testing and Certification’ of Skilled
Workers in the organized and unorganized sectors?
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A.     NSSO
B.     ISTD
C.      Ministry of HRD
D.     DoPT

Answer : B,

Solution :

The Indian Society for Training & Development (ISTD), established in April 1970, is a national
level professional & non-profit society registered under the Societies Registration Act, 1860. It
has a large membership of individuals and institutions involved in the area of training and
development of Human Resource from Government, Public and Private Sector Organization &
Enterprises; Educational and Training Institutions and other Professional Bodies.

News: Indian Society for Training and Development (ISTD) is planning to form a national
registry of skilled people to help upgrade the large number of unskilled population in the
country.

Q.16 Trade deficit is said to happen when
A.     A country’s imports exceeds exports
B.     A country’s exports exceeds imports
C.      A country is short on foreign exchange
D.     None of the above

Answer : A,

Solution :

Trade deficit is an economic measure of a negative balance of trade in which a country's
imports exceeds its exports. A trade deficit represents an outflow of domestic currency to
foreign markets.

News: India has suffered a trade deficit in respect of five ASEAN members — Malaysia,
Indonesia, Thailand, Brunei and Lao PDR — over 2015-16 and 2016-17, with the biggest deficit
emerging in trade with Indonesia.

Q.17 Which of the following GM crops have not made their entry into the Indian scene yet?
A.     Cotton
B.     Papaya
C.      Brinjal
D.     Mustard

Answer : B,

Solution :
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On May 11, the GEAC had recommended the commercial release of a high-yielding mustard
variety — DMH 11 — developed by some Delhi university scientists. If this is okayed by the
political establishment, it would be the third GM crop after Bt cotton and Bt brinjal to be
approved by the regulator. While Bt cotton has been cultivated in the country since 2002, Bt
brinjal, the first GM food crop okayed by GEAC, never hit the fields as an indefinite
moratorium was imposed on its commercial release in early 2010 by then environment
minister Jairam Ramesh.

Q.18 “Nuakhai Juhar” is the chief harvest festival of-
A.     Odisha
B.     Himachal Pradesh
C.      Sikkim
D.     Karnataka

Answer : A,

Solution :

Nuakhai is the chief festival of Western Odisha. It is the harvest festival of Odisha wherein
farmers are in possession of new rice of the season. They offer the first produce of their
respective lands to Goddess Samaleswari and then consume it personally. It is one of the major
festivals celebrated widely in the state.

Q.19 Which of the following statements is incorrect about Rohingya?
1.       Rohingya is an ethnic Muslim minority group
2.       They lived primarily in Myanmar’s Eastern side and have geographic proximity with
Indonesia
3.       They mostly speak a Bengali dialect as opposed to Burmese
4.       They are considered illegal Bengali immigrants
A.     2 only
B.     2 and 3 only
C.      C 1, 3 and 4 only
D.     None of the above

Answer : A,

Solution :

They are primarily from Rakhine which is on the western side of Myanmar. Over 125,000
Rohingyas have fled the military crackdown in the north-western Rakhine state. Myanmar
considers Rohingya’s as illegal Bengali immigrants, despite fact that many they have resided
in Rakhine province of Myanmar for centuries

Q.20 The Genetic Engineering Appraisal Committee (GEAC) is the apex body constituted under:
A.     Ministry of Science and Technology
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B.     Ministry of Agriculture
C.      Ministry of Environment and Forests
D.     Ministry of Defence

Answer : C,

Solution :

The Genetic Engineering Appraisal Committee (GEAC) is the apex body constituted in the
Ministry of Environment and Forests under ‘Rules for Manufacture, Use, Import, Export and
Storage of Hazardous Microorganisms/Genetically Engineered Organisms or Cells 1989’,
under the Environment Protection Act, 1986. The GEAC is also responsible for approval of
proposals relating to release of genetically engineered organisms and products into the
environment including experimental field trials (Biosafety Research Level trial-I and II known
as BRL-I and BRL-II).

Q.21 Parali I island has been in news recently for
A.     A volcanic eruption
B.     A new kind of tribe that has been discovered to practice cannibalism
C.      It has disappeared completely
D.     Coral reefs here are dying quicker than elsewhere

Answer : C,

Solution :

One of the uninhabited islands that is a part of Lakshadweep has vanished due to coastal
erosion and another four such territories in the sea are shrinking fast, claims a new study.

Parali I island, part of Bangaram atoll, which had an area of 0.032 sq.km in 1968 has been
completely eroded, resulting in its inundation, says researcher R.M. Hidayathulla.

Mr. Hidayathulla, who is from Androth in Lakshadweep, was awarded a doctoral degree in July
this year by Calicut University in Kerala for his work entitled “Studies on coastal erosion in
selected uninhabited islands of lakshadweep archipelago’. He conducted studies on the
biodiversity of five uninhabited islands — Bangaram, Thinnakara, Parali I, II and III, of which
Parali I has been inundated, he said.

Q.22 Consider the following statements regarding Battle of Plassey (1757):
1.       Sirajuddaulah asked the Company to stop meddling in the political affairs of his
dominion, stop fortification, and pay the revenues.
2.       The Nawab marched with 30,000 soldiers to the English factory at Kassimbazar,
captured the Company officials, locked the warehouse, disarmed all Englishmen, and
blockaded English ships.
3.       Robert Clive led the Company’s army against Sirajuddaulah at Plassey.
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4.       The forces led by Mir Jafar, one of Sirajuddaulah’s commanders fought bravely in the
war but were defeated by Robert Clive’s army.
Which of the following is incorrect:
A.     Only 4
B.     Only 2
C.      1, 2 and 4
D.     1 and 2

Answer : A,

Solution :

Statements 1, 2 and 3 are all correct. When Alivardi Khan died in 1756, Sirajuddaulah became
the nawab of Bengal. The Company was worried about his power and keen on a puppet ruler
who would willingly give trade concessions and other privileges. So it tried, though without
success, to help one of Sirajuddaulah’s rivals become the nawab. An infuriated Sirajuddaulah
asked the Company to stop meddling in the political affairs of his dominion, stop fortification,
and pay the revenues.

After negotiations failed, the Nawab marched with 30,000 soldiers to the English factory at
Kassimbazar, captured the Company officials, locked the warehouse, disarmed all Englishmen,
and blockaded English ships. Then he marched to Calcutta to establish control over the
Company’s fort there. On hearing the news of the fall of Calcutta, Company officials in Madras
sent forces under the command of Robert Clive, reinforced by naval fleets. Prolonged
negotiations with the Nawab followed. Finally, in 1757, Robert Clive led the Company’s army
against Sirajuddaulah at Plassey.

One of the main reasons for the defeat of the Nawab was that the forces led by Mir Jafar, one
of Sirajuddaulah’s commanders, never fought the battle. Clive had managed to secure his
support by promising to make him nawab after crushing Sirajuddaulah. Hence statement 4 is
wrong.

Q.23 “oru jati, oru matam, oru daivam manushyanu” (one caste, one religion, one god for
humankind). Which great caste reformer said the above?
A.     Shankaracharya
B.     Shri Narayana Guru
C.      Basaveshwara
D.     E V Ramaswamy Naicker

Answer : B,

Solution :

In what is present-day Kerala, a guru from Ezhava caste, Shri Narayana Guru, proclaimed the
ideals of unity for his people. He argued against treating people unequally on the basis of
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caste differences. According to him, all humankind belonged to the same caste. One of his
famous statements was: “oru jati, oru matam, oru daivam manushyanu” (one caste, one
religion, one god for humankind).

Q.24 Consider the following about the impact of First World War on India :
1. It led to a huge rise in the defense expenditure of the Government of India. The government
in turn increased taxes on individual incomes and business profits.
2. Increased military expenditure and the demands for war supplies led to a sharp rise in
prices which created great difficulties for the common people.
3. Business groups decreased in profits from the war. It reduced the demand for industrial
goods (jute bags, cloth, rails).
4. Caused an increase of imports from other countries into India.
Select the correct answer:
A.     1 and 2 only
B.     3 and 4 only
C.      2 and 3 only
D.     All are correct

Answer : A,

Solution :

The First World War altered the economic and political situation in India. It led to a huge rise
in the defence expenditure of the Government of India. The government in turn increased
taxes on individual incomes and business profits. Increased military expenditure and the
demands for war supplies led to a sharp rise in prices which created great difficulties for the
common people. On the other hand, business groups reaped fabulous profits from the war. The
war created a demand for industrial goods (jute bags, cloth, rails) and caused a decline of
imports from other countries into India. So Indian industries expanded during the war, and
Indian business groups began to demand greater opportunities for development.

Q.25 Arrange the following chronologically
1. Quit India Movement
2. August Offer
3. Cabinet Mission
4. Rajaji Formula
Options:
A.     1, 2, 3, 4
B.     2, 1, 4, 3
C.       2, 1, 3, 4
D.     1, 4, 3, 2

Answer : B,

Solution :
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The above are the events that were crucial in deciding the future for India and the nature of its
independence. After the failure of the Cabinet Mission, the Muslim League decided on mass
agitation for winning its Pakistan demand. It announced 16 August 1946 as “Direct Action
Day”. On this day riots broke out in Calcutta, lasting several days and resulting in the death of
thousands of people. By March 1947 violence spread to different parts of northern India.

Q.26 Identify the statement that is incorrect about democracy.
A.     In a democracy, only leaders elected by people should rule the country.
B.     In a democracy, people have the freedom to express views, freedom to organize and

freedom to protest.
C.      In a democracy, there will be no public post based on heredity.
D.     In a democracy, fundamental rights are always guaranteed to all the citizens.

Answer : D,

Solution :

option a and b are the basic features of a democracy. Option c is also true because even
though in democracies like that of UK (which is a constitutional monarchy), we find the queen
and king, it is not a public post but only a nominal post.

Option d is wrong because guaranteeing of fundamental rights is not a mandatory feature in a
democracy though it is present in the case of India.

Q.27 Match each of these events with the relevant feature of democracy:
1.King of Bhutan has declared that in future he will be
a. Rule of Lawguided by the advice given to him by elected representatives.
 
2.The king of Nepal imposed a ban on political gatherings,
b. Free and fair elections demonstrations and rallies.
 
3.The Indian Supreme Court held that the dissolution of
c. Respect for Rights Bihar assembly was unconstitutional.
 
4.Political parties in Bangladesh have agreed that a neutral
d. Major decisions by government should rule the country at the elected leaders time of
elections.
 
Options:
A.     1c, 2a, 3b, 4d
B.     1d, 2c, 3a, 4b
C.      1c, 2b, 3d, 4a
D.     1d, 2a, 3b, 4c

Answer : B,
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Solution :

The first event is the perfect example of elected leaders/representatives taking major
decisions.

The second event is an issue of breach of rights of the citizens to peacefully gather and hold
demonstrations.

The third event is a clear indication of the exercise of rule of law by the Supreme Court

The fourth event shows solidarity and commitment in ensuring free and fair elections in the
country.

Q.28 Select the options that define the importance of democracy the most:
1.       A democratic government is a better government because it is a more accountable form
of government.
2.       Democracy improves the quality of decision-making.
3.       Democracy provides a method to deal with differences and conflicts.
4.       Democracy is better than other forms of government because it allows us to correct its
own mistakes.
Options:
A.     1 only
B.     1 and 2 only
C.      1, 2 and 4 only
D.     All are correct

Answer : D,

Solution :

Democracy cannot get us everything and is not the solution to all problems. But it is clearly
better than any other alternative that we know. It offers better chances of a good decision, it is
likely to respect people’s own wishes and allows different kinds of people to live together.
Even when it fails to do some of these things, it allows a way of correcting its mistakes and
offers more dignity to all citizens. That is why democracy is considered the best form of
government.

Q.29 “Long years ago we made a tryst with destiny, and now the time comes when we shall redeem
our pledge, not wholly or in full measure, but very substantially. At the stroke of the midnight
hour, when the world sleeps, India will awake to life and freedom.” Who said the above famous
quote?
A.     Dr. B.R. Ambedkar
B.     Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru
C.      Mahatma Gandhi
D.     Bhagat Singh
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Answer : B,

Solution :

This above extract is a part of the speech made by our first Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru
on Independence Day.

Q.30 Which of the following about the election commission is false?
A.     Election Commission (EC) enjoys the same kind of independence that the judiciary

enjoys.
B.     The Chief Election Commissioner (CEC) is appointed by the President of India.
C.      Once appointed, the Chief Election Commissioner is answerable only to the President,

and not the government.
D.     Even if the ruling party or the government does not like what the Commission does, it is

virtually impossible for it to remove the CEC.

Answer : C,

Solution :

The Chief Election Commissioner is answerable neither to the President nor the government.

Q.31 Which among the following has the largest river basin:
A.     Narmada
B.     Godavari
C.      Tapi
D.     Mahi

Answer : B,

Solution :
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Q.32 The tropic of cancer, which divides India into half and passes through 8 states, does not pass
through which of the below states?
A.     Rajasthan
B.     Jharkhand
C.      Tripura
D.     Uttar Pradesh

Answer : D,

Solution :

Tropic of Cancer passes through 8 Indian states:

Gujarat,

Rajasthan,

Madya Pradesh,

Chhattisgarh,

Jharkhand,

West Bengal,

Tripura,

Mizoram.

Q.33 What is Trappist 1?
A.     a sun of another planetary system
B.     an ultra cool dwarf star
C.      star of Jupiter
D.     satellite of Jupiter

Answer : B,

Solution :

The Earth-sized planets orbiting the ultracool TRAPPIST-1 dwarf star 40 light-years away may
have substantial amounts of water and could be habitable, scientists say.

An international team of astronomers used the NASA/ESA Hubble Space Telescope to estimate
whether there might be water on the seven planets orbiting in the nearby TRAPPIST-1
planetary. The results suggest that the outer planets of the system might still harbour
substantial amounts of water. This includes the three planets within the habitable zone of the
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star, lending further weight to the possibility that they may indeed be habitable.

Q.34 Which of these is not a member of European Free Trade Association include
1. Switzerland
2. Iceland
3. Liechtenstein
4. Austria
Select the correct answer using the code given below:
A.     a.1, 2 and 3 only
B.     b.1 and 3 only
C.      c. 2 only
D.     d. 4 only

Answer : D,

Solution :

The European Free Trade Association (EFTA) is a regional trade organisation and free trade
area consisting of four European states: Iceland, Liechtenstein, Norway, and Switzerland.[1]
The organisation operates in parallel with the European Union (EU), and all four member
states participate in the European single market

Q.35 Which of these is correct about CBDT or Central Board of Direct Taxes?
1. It manages only direct taxes
2. It is a statutory body
A.     1 only
B.     2 only
C.      1 and 2 only
D.     neither 1 nor 2

Answer : C,

Solution :

The Central Board of Direct Taxes (CBDT) provides essential inputs for policy and planning of
direct taxes in India and is also responsible for administration of the direct tax laws through
Income Tax Department. The CBDT is a statutory authority functioning under the Central
Board of Revenue Act, 1963. It is India’s official FATF unit.[20]

The CBDT is headed by CBDT Chairman and also comprises six members. The Chairperson
holds the rank of Special Secretary to Government of India while the members rank of
Additional Secretary to Government of India

Q.36 What is the objective of Saurashtra Narmada Avtaran Irrigation Yojana (Sauni Yojana)?
A.     To raise water levels of the Narmada dam
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B.     To divert water levels of the Narmada dam
C.      To divert one MAFt excess over flowing flood water of Narmada allocated to Saurashtra

Region
D.     To collect one MAFt excess over flowing flood water of Narmada allocated to Saurashtra

Region

Answer : C,

Solution :

SAUNI stands for Saurashtra Narmada Avtaran Irrigation, a project launched by Narendra
Modi in September 2012, three months before the Assembly election that would make him
Chief Minister for a third consecutive term. SAUNI envisages filling 115 major dams of the
arid Saurashtra region by diverting floodwaters overflowing from the Sardar Sarovar Dam
across the Narmada in south Gujarat. It involves laying a 1,125-km network of pipelines at a
cost of Rs 12,166 crore to carry Narmada water to these dams, and irrigate 4.13 lakh hectares
(ha) land. Parts of Saurashtra are prone to drought, and irrigation water is also a politically
sensitive issue in this region.

Q.37 What is #LetsTalkIP about?
A.     Industrial Production
B.     Internet Privacy
C.      Intellectual Property Rights
D.     Immediate Privacy

Answer : C,

Solution :

The Cell for IPR Promotions & Management (CIPAM) under Department of Industrial Policy
and Promotion (DIPP) has launched social media campaign to promote Indian Geographical
Indications (GIs). It has been launched under CIPAM’s ongoing campaign #LetsTalkIP to make
more people aware about importance of Intellectual Property Rights (IPRs). The promotion of
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GIs is in line with Government’s ambitious ‘Make in India’ campaign.

Q.38 What is Locky?
A.     Malware
B.     Virus
C.      Ransomware
D.     Trojan

Answer : C,

Solution :

The Indian Computer Emergency Response Team (CERT-In) has issued an alert on its website
about the new Locky ransomware which spreads through spam emails. Cyber criminals
demand payments in cryptocurrency bitcoin like WannaCry did.

Q.39 What is breakthrough listen project?
A.     To search for intelligent extraterrestial communication
B.     Too search for tremors and volcanoes inside the earth
C.      To search for underwater sonic changes
D.     An indian music start up company

Answer : A,

Solution :

Breakthrough Listen is a program to search for intelligent extraterrestrial communications in
the Universe.[1][2] With $100 million in funding and thousands of hours of dedicated telescope
time on state-of-the-art facilities,[3] it is the most comprehensive search for alien
communications to date.[1][4] The project began in January 2016, and is expected to continue
for 10 years[5]. It is a component of Yuri Milner's Breakthrough Initiatives program.

The project uses radio wave observations from the Green Bank Observatory and the Parkes
Observatory, and visible light observations from the Automated Planet Finder.[6] Targets for
the project include one million nearby stars and the centers of 100 galaxies.

Q.40 Paleocene–Eocene Thermal Maximum has been in news related to climate change. It has been
studied lately in connection with
A.     carbon dioxide levels
B.     b.ozone levels
C.      volcanoes
D.     dinosaurs

Answer : A,

Solution :
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The Palaeocene-Eocene Thermal Maximum (PETM) was the most rapid and extreme example
of global warming since the dinosaurs were wiped out, and a new study has found evidence
that intense volcanic eruptions were to blame, pumping mind-boggling amounts of carbon into
the oceans and atmosphere. Between about 55.5 and 52 million years ago, Earth experienced a
series of sudden and extreme globalwarming events (hyperthermals) superimposed on a long-
term warming trend. The first and largest of these events, the
Palaeocene–EoceneThermalMaximum (PETM), is characterized by a massive input of carbon,
ocean acidification and an increase in global temperature of about 5-6C within a few thousand
years.

Q.41 What is theme of the National Nutrition Week, 2017
A.     Mother and Child for a better tomorrow
B.     Against obesity and bad lifestyles: the Indian way
C.      Yoga and nutrition: An inclusive approach
D.     Optimal Infant & Young Child Feeding Practices: Better Child Health

Answer : D,

Solution :

The National Nutrition Week will be observed throughout the country from 1st to 7th
September. The theme of the National Nutrition Week for 2017 is "Optimal Infant & Young
Child Feeding Practices: Better Child Health". The basic objective of this annual event is to
intensify awareness generation on the importance of nutrition for health which has an impact
on development, productivity, economic growth and ultimately National development.

Q.42 What is Farmer zone?
A.     The most fertile parts of India which will be given extra aid from the government to

improve standards and harvest
B.     An app for agriculture by Government of India
C.      a collective open-source data platform for smart agriculture
D.     a market model which eliminates all middle men

Answer : C,

Solution :

FarmerZone" - a collective open-source data platform for smart agriculture which will use
biological research and data to improve the lives of small and marginal farmers. It is envisaged
that FarmerZone" will help cater to all needs of the farmer, from dealing with climate change,
weather predictions and soil, water, and seed requirements to providing market intelligence.

FarmerZone has been envisioned by the DBT and aligns with the Indian Prime Minister, Mr.
Narendra Modis call for effective decision-making in agriculture that integrates science,
technology, innovation and the farm ecosystem.
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Q.43 What is the tenure of Chief Election Commissioner?
A.     70 years or 6 years
B.     70 years for CEC and 65 years for other election commissioners
C.      It is according to the pleasure of the president
D.     6 years or till age of 65 years

Answer : D,

Solution :

The President of India (based on a recommendation from incumbent Govt of India) appoints
the Chief Election Commissioner. Conventionally, senior-most Election Commissioner is
appointed as CEC. He has tenure of six years, or up to the age of 65 years, whichever is
earlier.

Q.44 Which of the following is not a core sector of the Indian economy
A.     cement
B.     cotton
C.      crude oil
D.     electricity

Answer : B,

Solution :

The core sector index gauges output of coal, crude oil, natural gas, refinery products,
fertilisers, steel, cement and electricity. It has a 40.27% weight in the index of industrial
production (IIP).

Q.45 NITI Aayog has come out with a detailed plan for reforms in the economy, judiciary, regulatory
structure and social sectors. This is known as-
A.     The five year action plan
B.     The ten year agenda
C.      The three year plan
D.     The three year action agenda

Answer : D,

Solution :

NITI Aayog’s three year action agenda has set stiff economic targets and meeting those would
benefit the economy.

According to the ‘Three-Year Action Agenda’ India has good prospects of achieving over 8%
growth within 2-3 years. Therefore, the chances of massive cut in the poverty rate in the
upcoming decade are excellent.
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Q.46 The recently launched flagship regional flying scheme by the civil aviation ministry is known
as-
A.     HAWA
B.     BADAL
C.      UDAN
D.     AKASH

Answer : C,

Solution :

The civil aviation ministry has relaxed the norms for its flagship regional flying scheme called
UDAN (Ude Desh Ka Aam Nagrik) to allow for greater connectivity. The relaxations include
dilution of the exclusivity clause mandating that only one airline may fly on one route in the
initial years. The norms that restricted two airports in close proximity from participating in the
bidding has also been relaxed. If the scheme is successfully implemented, the air connectivity
to difficult terrains of Jammu and Kashmir, northeast India, Himachal Pradesh, Uttarakhand,
Andaman and Nicobar and Lakshadweep will get a major push. The ministry has marked these
regions under priority areas.

Q.47 What is CAR-T treatment used for?
A.     Japanese encephalitis
B.     cancer
C.      fetal abnormalities
D.     AIDS

Answer : B,

Solution :

Chimeric antigen receptors (CARs), (also known as chimeric immunoreceptors, chimeric T cell
receptors, artificial T cell receptors or CAR-T) are engineered receptors, which graft an
arbitrary specificity onto an immune effector cell (T cell). Typically, these receptors are used
to graft the specificity of a monoclonal antibody onto a T cell, with transfer of their coding
sequence facilitated by retroviral vectors. The receptors are called chimeric because they are
composed of parts from different sources.

A CAR therapy for cancer, using a technique called adoptive cell transfer,[1] has been
approved by the US Food and Drug Administration for use against acute lymphoblastic
leukaemia.[2] T cells are removed from a patient and modified so that they express receptors
specific to the patient's particular cancer. The T cells, which can then recognize and kill the
cancer cells, are reintroduced into the patient. Modification of T-cells sourced from donors
other than the patient are also under investigation.

Q.48 What was the shekatkar committee constituted for?
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A.     reforms in tax laws
B.     reforms in the indian army
C.      reforms in the indian navy
D.     reforms in election to army chief

Answer : B,

Solution :

Defence panel raises retirement age of soldiers by two years to 'cut new recruitment cost' In
order to enhance their combat capabilities, a key defence ministry panel has made several
recommendations including increasing the retirement age of jawans by two years, doing away
with manpower in non-combat arms and shutting down military farms.

Q.49 Which of the following is incorrect about Saraswathi Samman
A.     The Saraswati Samman is an annual award for outstanding prose or poetry literary

works
B.     it can be in any 22 Indian language listed in Schedule VIII of the Constitution of India
C.      It is named after an Indian goddess of learning and is considered to be among the

highest literary awards in India.
D.     The Saraswati Samman was instituted in 1991 by the government

Answer : D,

Solution :

The Saraswati Samman (Hindi: सरवती समान) is an annual award for outstanding prose or
poetry literary works in any 22 Indian language listed in Schedule VIII of the Constitution of
India.[1][2] It is named after an Indian goddess of learning and is considered to be among the
highest literary awards in India.

The Saraswati Samman was instituted in 1991 by the K. K. Birla Foundation. It consists of Rs
15[3] lakh, a citation and a plaque.[1][2][4] Candidates are selected from literary works
published in the previous ten years by a panel that included scholars and former award
winners. The inaugural award was given to Harivanshrai 'Bachchan' for his four volume
autobiography, Kya Bhooloon Kya Yaad Karoon, Needa Ka Nirman Phir, Basere Se Door and
Dashdwar se Sopan Tak. Eminent Konkani writer Mahabaleshwar Sail has been honoured with
the Saraswati Samman 2016 for his novel Hawthan

Q.50 India recently signed a pact with Brazil on genomics based on this species
A.     Taurus species
B.     West African species
C.      Zebu species
D.     Aurox species
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Answer : C,

Solution :

Most of the cattle indigenous to the tropics belong to the zebu species. The external trait
which most clearly separates zebu from European type cattle is the hump over the shoulders
or the posterior part of the neck. The term humped cattle is frequently used as a synonym to
zebu cattle. The potential for milk production is poorly developed in most zebu cattle.

The Union Cabinet was apprised of Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) signed between
India and Brazil for cooperation in the fields of Zebu Cattle Genomics and Assisted
Reproductive Technologies,” an official statement said.

The MoU will promote development of genomics and Assistant Reproductive Technologies
(ARTs) in cattle through joint activities between the two countries.

An implementation committee would be created with an equal number of representatives of
each party for determining the activities and developing work plans and subsequently their
evaluation.

“It will be done through joint projects in the fields of productivity improvement of cattle and
buffaloes, for the purpose of broadening the existing knowledge base on sustainable dairy
development and institutional strengthening,” the statement added.

Q.51 Consider the following statements about The Rural Games (Grameen Khel Mahotsav)
1.       This festival will help participation of rural youth in large numbers in popular sports of
the world like fencing and Jiu Jitsu.
2.       These games are intended to act as a catalyst to promote sports in rural areas across
the country. The main objective is to deepen the sports culture among the rural youth.
Choose the right answer from the options below:
A.     Only 1 is correct
B.     Only 2 is correct
C.      Both are correct
D.     Both are incorrect

Answer : B,

Solution :

The Rural Games will aim at popularising the indigenous games like wrestling, athletics etc.
(not world games) and will also have fun games like Matka Race, Tug of War for senior citizens
to add the fun element in the games.

Q.52 Consider the following about ‘Aggregate Measurement of Support (AMS)’,
1. Only developing countries are permitted to provide such domestic price support measures,
subject to reduction commitments
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2. India does not have AMS entitlements
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
A.     1 only
B.     2 only
C.      Both 1 and 2
D.     Neither 1 nor 2

Answer : B,

Solution :

Recently India and China jointly submitted a proposal to the World Trade Organisation (WTO)
calling for the elimination – by developed countries – of the most trade-distorting form of farm
subsidies, known in WTO parlance as Aggregate Measurement of Support (AMS) or ‘Amber
Box’ support as a prerequisite for consideration of other reforms in domestic support
negotiations.

Developed countries, including the US, the EU and Canada, have been consistently providing
trade-distorting subsidies to their farmers at levels much higher than the ceiling applicable to
developing countries. Developed countries have more than 90% of global AMS entitlements
amounting to nearly US$ 160 bn. Most of the developing countries, including India and China,
do not have AMS entitlements.

Developed Members have access to huge amount of AMS beyond their de minimis (these are
the minimal amounts of domestic support that are allowed even though they distort trade — up
to 5% of the value of production for developed countries, 10% for developing). In contrast
most developing Members have access only to de minimis resulting in a major asymmetry in
the rules on agricultural trade.

Elimination of AMS, India and China believe, should be the starting point of reforms rather
than seeking reduction of subsidies by developing countries.

Q.53 Arrange the following list of Governor Generals/viceroys of British India chronologically
1.       Lord Mountbatten
2.       Lord Dalhousie
3.       Lord Canning
4.       Lord William Bentinck
A.     1,2,3,4
B.     2,3,4,1
C.      4,2,3,1
D.     4,3,2,1

Answer : C,

Solution :
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We all know that Lord Mountbatten was the last viceroy so option a is incorrect. Lord Canning
was the Governor General during The Revolt of 1857 and Lord Dalhousie introduced The
Doctrine of Lapse which later led to the 1857 Revolt. Hence 2 comes before 3. William
Bentinck was the Governor General of India from 1833-35, and therefore comes first in the
Chronology.

Q.54 Govindobhog rice which got the GI status is from
A.     Karnataka
B.     Madhya Pradesh
C.      Maharashtra
D.     West Bengal

Answer : D,

Solution :

Gobindobhog rice,a speciality from Burdwan district of West Bengal, has got the geographical
indication (GI) status. The state government had applied for GI status for Gobindobhog rice on
August 24, 2015.

The region of Burdwan (now divided into the districts of east and west Burdwan) is known as
the rice bowl of Bengal. As a result of getting the GI tag, as the certification is also called, rice
from other regions or rice of other varieties cannot be branded as ‘Gobindobhog’.

Q.55 Which ministry has launched the deep ocean mission?
A.     Ministry of Environment
B.     Ministry of Earth sciences
C.      Ministry of shipping
D.     Ministry of Environment with Niti Ayog

Answer : B,

Solution :

The Union Ministry of Earth Sciences (MoES) is preparing to launch a Deep Ocean Mission to
spur research activities in ocean science and develop technology to harness ocean resources.

M. Rajeevan, secretary, MoES, said here on Monday that the mission programme would also
seek to create jobs and business opportunities in ocean science. Delivering the inaugural
lecture at the fifth national conference of the Ocean Society of India (OSI), he said India was
ranked 15th in the number of research papers on ocean science.

Q.56 The proposed Green Energy Corridors have been inked between which two countries
A.     India- Germany
B.     India- Switzerland
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C.      India- Norway
D.     India- Iceland

Answer : A,

Solution :

India and Germany on Monday signed an agreement on technical cooperation under the Indo-
German Energy Programme – Green Energy Corridors (IGEN-GEC).

The agreement was signed by India’s Ministry of New and Renewable Energy and Deutsche
Gesellschaft für Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) GmbH India on behalf of Germany. An
official statement said that the main objective of this programme component is to improve the
sector framework and conditions for grid integration of renewable energy.

Q.57 Where was the Semipalatinsk Nuclear Test site?
A.     Kazakhstan
B.     Afghanistan
C.      Tajakistan
D.     Russia

Answer : A,

Solution :

The Semipalatinsk Test Site (STS or Semipalatinsk-21), also known as "The Polygon", was the
primary testing venue for the Soviet Union's nuclear weapons. It is located on the steppe in
northeast Kazakhstan (then the Kazakh SSR), south of the valley of the Irtysh River. The
scientific buildings for the test site were located around 150 km west of the town of
Semipalatinsk (later renamed Semey), near the border of East Kazakhstan Region and
Pavlodar Region with most of the nuclear tests taking place at various sites further to the west
and south, some as far as into Karagandy Region.

The Soviet Union conducted 456 nuclear tests at Semipalatinsk from 1949 until 1989 with
little regard for their effect on the local people or environment. The full impact of radiation
exposure was hidden for many years by Soviet authorities and has only come to light since the
test site closed in 1991.[2] The site has been described as "The world's worst radiation
hotspot".[3]

From 1996 to 2012, a secret joint operation of Kazakh, Russian, and American nuclear
scientists and engineers secured the waste plutonium in the tunnels of the mountains

Q.58 Which commodity recently launched the world’s first diamond futures contracts?
A.     BSE
B.     NSE
C.      Calcutta stock exchange
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D.     Indian commodity exchange

Answer : D,

Solution :

The Indian Commodity Exchange (ICEX) launched the world's first diamond futures contracts
on Monday to provide exporters with a hedging tool.

India is a global diamond polishing hub where 14 out of every 15 rough diamonds in the world
are polished. At the launch, the first diamond contract for delivery in November was traded at
Rs 3,279/cent. One cent is the one-hundredth of a carat (ct).

Q.59 ICOSIS recently launched ocean forecasting services for 3 nations. Which of the following is
not among them?
A.     Comoros
B.     Madagascar
C.      Mozambique
D.     Maldives

Answer : D,

Solution :

The Indian National Centre for Ocean Information Services (INCOIS) of the Ministry of Earth
Sciences here inaugurated the Ocean Forecasting System for Comoros, Madagascar, and
Mozambique at the third Ministerial Meeting of Regional Integrated Multi-Hazard Early
Warning System for Asia and Africa (RIMES), held at Port Moresby, Papua New Guinea, on
Friday.

The ocean forecast and early warming information on high wave, currents, winds, tides, sub-
surface ocean conditions cater to users like fishermen, coastal population, tourism sector,
coastal defence officials, marine police, port authorities, research institutions and offshore
industries of these countries.

These ocean services are aimed towards safety at the sea. The system would offer oil spill
advisory services, high wave alerts, port warnings, forecast along the ship routes in addition to
tsunami and storm surge warnings and help in search and rescue operations.

Q.60 Which of the following is not true of MRSAM?
A.     It is land based
B.     It is being jointly produced with Russia
C.      It has a range upto 70 km.
D.     It is a surface to air missile

Answer : B,
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Solution :

It is being produced with Israel not Russia. HIGHLIGHTS

Indian Army will finally get an advanced medium-range surface to air missile system by 2020

The missile system will be able to shoot down ballistic missiles, fighter jets and attack
helicopters from a range of around 70 km.

The missile system will be produced by DRDO in collaboration with the Israel Aerospace
Industries.

Q.61 On which of the following product from China has India recently imposed an anti dumping
duty
A.     cotton
B.     onions
C.      sodium nitrate
D.     urea

Answer : C,

Solution :

The Finance Ministry has imposed a five year anti-dumping duty on Sodium Nitrite imports
from China.

Deepak Nitrite Ltd had filed the petition, which was also supported by Punjab Chemicals &
Crop Protection Ltd, seeking sunset review investigations on Sodium Nitrite imports from
China, sources said.There are two more producers of Sodium Nitrite in the country - National
Fertilisers Ltd and Rashtriya Chemicals and Fertilisers Limited.

Based on the recommendations of the Designated Authority in the Commerce Ministry in its
final findings of its third sunset review investigations, the revenue department has imposed
definitive anti-dumping duty of $ 72.95 per tonne on Sodium Nitrite imports from China.

Sodium Nitrite is an oxidising and also a reducing agent. It is a white crystalline powder
mostly used in the pharmaceutical and dye industries, lubricants, lubricants, construction
chemicals, rubber blowing agent, meat processing, and textiles.

Q.62 What is project brainwave for?
A.     Artificial Intelligence
B.     Communication with alien life forms
C.      Improving intelligence among school kids
D.     Alternative learning

Answer : A,
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Solution :

Software giant Microsoft has announced its Project Brainwave deep learning acceleration
platform for real-time artificial intelligence (AI).

With the help of ultra-low latency, the system processes requests as fast as it receives them.

"Real-time AI is becoming increasingly important as cloud infrastructures process live data
streams, whether they be search queries, videos, sensor streams, or interactions with users,"
said Doug Burger, an engineer at Microsoft, in a blo ..

Q.63 Which of the following is right
1. the right to privacy is “intrinsic to life and liberty” and an inherent part of the fundamental
freedoms enshrined in Part III of the Constitution.
2.Privacy is a common law right
A.     1 only
B.     2 only
C.      1 and 2 only
D.     none of the above

Answer : A,

Solution :

A nine-judge Constitution Bench of the Supreme Court on Thursday declared that the right to
privacy is “intrinsic to life and liberty” and an inherent part of the fundamental freedoms
enshrined in Part III of the Constitution.

Reading out the common conclusion arrived at by the nine judges on the Bench, Chief Justice
of India JS Khehar said the court has overruled its own eight-judge Bench and six-judge Bench
judgments of MP Sharma and Kharak Singh delivered in 1954 and 1961, respectively, that
privacy is not protected under the Constitution.

The Centre had argued that privacy is a common law right.

Q.64 Consider the following statements. Choose the correct statement(s)
1. Jowar and Bajra are Zaid crops
2. Wheat is a Rabi crop
A.    1 only
B.    2 only
C.    Both 1 and 2
D.    Neither 1 nor 2

Answer : B,

Solution :
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During the rainy season (kharif) farmers grow jowar and bajra. These plants are used
as cattle feed. It is followed by cultivation of potato between October and December.
In the winter season (rabi), fields are sown with wheat. From the wheat produced,
farmers keep enough wheat for the family’s consumption and sell the surplus wheat at
the market

Q.65 Mentor India campaign has been launched by
A.     Niti Ayog
B.     Bill and Melinda Gates foundation
C.      Azim premji Foundation
D.     Gandhi trust

Answer : A,

Solution :

NITI Aayog will launch the Mentor India Campaign, a strategic nation building initiative to
engage leaders who can guide and mentor students at more than 900 Atal Tinkering Labs,
established across the country as a part of the Atal Innovation Mission. CEO NITI Aayog, Shri
Amitabh Kant will unveil the online nationwide initiative in the capital tomorrow on
Wednesday, 23rdAugust.

Mentor India is aimed at maximizing the impact of Atal Tinkering Labs, possibly the biggest
disruption in formal education globally. The idea is to engage leaders who will nurture and
guide students in the Atal Tinkering Labs. These labs are non-prescriptive by nature, and
mentors are expected to be enablers rather than instructors.

 

Q.66 Consider the following statements about MPLADs. Choose the incorrect statement(s)
1 The MP is the sanctioning and implementing authority of the projects under MPLADs
2 An elected MP from a given State cannot give out funds for works in another State
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A.     1 only
B.     2 only
C.      Both 1 and 2
D.     Neither 1 nor 2

Answer : C,

Solution :

District collector or equivalent authority will be the district authority to implement MPLADs.
In 2002, the National Commission to Review the Working of the Constitution recommended
immediate discontinuation of the MPLAD scheme on the ground that it was inconsistent with
the spirit of federalism and distribution of powers between the Centre and the state.

MPLADS in its 13th Report and its 15th Report stated that there was nothing wrong with the
scheme per se except some procedural infirmities and recommended among other things a
change of nomenclature to the Scheme for Local Area Development.

The debate continued with the 2nd Administrative Reforms Commission’s report on “Ethics in
Governance” taking a firm stand against the scheme arguing that it seriously erodes the notion
of separation of powers, as the legislator directly becomes the executive.

 In May 2010, the Supreme Court ruled that there was no violation of the concept of
separation of powers because the role of an MP in this case is recommendatory and the actual
work is carried out by the Panchayats and Municipalities which belong to the executive organ.

If an elected Member of Parliament finds the need to contribute MPLADS funds to a place
outside that State/UT, or outside the constituency within the State, or both, the MP can
recommend eligible works under these Guidelines up to a maximum of Rs. 25 lakh in a
financial year. Such a gesture on the part of an MP will promote national unity, harmony, and
fraternity among the people at the grassroots level.

Q.67 Arrange the following from south to north
1. Buxa National Park
2. Mudumalai National Park
3. Pench National Park
4. Nagarhole National Park
A.     2-4-3-1
B.     2-4-1-3
C.      4-2-3-1
D.     4-2-1-3

Answer : A,

Solution :
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None

Q.68 Consider the following about Happy-Seeder
1.       It was developed by ICAR
2.       It can help in controlling air pollution during winters in North India
A.     1 only
B.     2 only
C.      Both 1 and 2
D.     Neither 1 nor 2

Answer : B,

Solution :

Happy Seeder, a machine developed by Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research
Organisation (CSIRO Australia) and Punjab Agricultural University, allows planting of wheat
through the residue. The Happy Seeder is a tractor-mounted machine that cuts and lifts rice
straw, sows wheat into the bare soil, and deposits the straw over the sown area as mulch.
Banning burning, or appeals by government officials, has been mostly ineffective in districts of
Punjab and Haryana. It has failed mainly because farmers don’t know of any cost-effective
alternative, and they are politically too powerful to be forced to do something that would
reduce their incomes from farming.

Q.69 Flue gas is related to which of the following
A.     Fuel Combustion
B.     Scuba Diving
C.      Earthworm Secretions
D.     Plastics

Answer : A,

Solution :

Flue gas is the gas exiting to the atmosphere via a flue, which is a pipe or channel for
conveying exhaust gases from a fireplace, oven, furnace, boiler or steam generator. Quite
often, the flue gas refers to the combustion exhaust gas produced at power plants. Its
composition depends on what is being burned, but it will usually consist of mostly nitrogen
(typically more than two-thirds) derived from the combustion of air, carbon dioxide (CO2), and
water vapor as well as excess oxygen (also derived from the combustion air). It further
contains a small percentage of a number of pollutants, such as particulate matter (like soot),
carbon monoxide, nitrogen oxides, and sulfur oxides

Q.70 Choose the correctly matched item(s)
1.       Dhyan Chand Award - Outstanding performance for four years
2.       Arjuna Award – lifetime contribution to sports development
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A.     1 only
B.     2 only
C.      Both 1 and 2
D.     Neither 1 nor 2

Answer : D,

Solution :

Rajiv Gandhi Khel Ratna Award is given outstanding performance in the field of sports by a
sportsperson over a period of four year. Arjuna Award is for consistency outstanding
performance for four years

Dronacharya Award is for coaches for producing medal winners at International sports events

Dhyan Chand Award is for lifetime contribution to sports development

Apart from a medal and a citation, Rajiv Gandhi Khel Ratna Awardee will receive a cash prize
of Rs 7.5 lakh

Arjuna, Dronacharya and Dhyan Chand Awardees will received statuettes, certificates and
cash prize of Rs 5 lakh each

Q.71 Consider the following. What are these related to?
1.       Pranapratishhtha
2.       Shhodashopachara
3.       Uttarpuja
A.     Varalakshmi Puja
B.     Agama Shastra
C.      Ganesh Chaturthi
D.     Holi

Answer : C,

Solution :

There are four main rituals during the festival -- Pranapratishhtha -- the process of infusing the
deity into a murti or idol, Shhodashopachara -- 16 forms of paying tribute to Ganesha,
Uttarpuja -- Puja after which the idol could be shifted after it's infusion, Ganpati Visarjan --
immersion of the Idol in the river

Q.72 Minimum Reserve System seen in news is related to which of the following?
A.     Public Distribution System
B.     Minimum Support Prices
C.      Shale Gas Reserves
D.     Currency System
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Answer : D,

Solution :

In India, currencies are issued by the RBI with the backing of reserves comprised of gold and
foreign exchange (foreign currencies). For the issue of currencies, the RBI follows Minimum
Reserve System at present. The Minimum Reserve System (MRS) is followed from 1956
onwards.

Under the Minimum Reserve System, the RBI has to keep a minimum reserve of Rs 200 crore
comprising of gold coin and gold bullion and foreign currencies. Out of the total Rs 200 crores,
Rs115 crore should be in the form of gold coins or gold bullion. The purpose of shifting to MRS
was to expand money supply to meet the needs of increasing transactions in the economy.

The minimum reserve is a token of confidence and doesn’t have any practical connection with
amount new currencies issued by the RBI. Under the Minimum Reserve System, RBI can issue
unlimited amount of currency by keeping the reserve. But RBI follows some principle or rule
for issuing new currencies based upon economic growth and transaction needs of the people.

Q.73 Consider the following about coins in India
A.     Minted and circulated by the Reserve Bank of India
B.     Minted by RBI and circulated by the Government
C.      Minted and circulated by the government
D.     Minted by government and circulated by RBI

Answer : D,

Solution :

The Government of India has the sole right to mint coins. The responsibility for coinage vests
with the Government of India in terms of the Coinage Act, 1906 as amended from time to time.
The designing and minting of coins in various denominations is also the responsibility of the
Government of India. Coins are minted at the four India Government Mints at Mumbai, Alipore
(Kolkata), Saifabad (Hyderabad), Cherlapally (Hyderabad) and NOIDA (UP). RBI as an agent of
the Government takes up the distribution and circulation of coins.

Q.74 Dependence on renewable energy could have which of the following impacts?
1.       Lesser demand for energy
2.       Increased employment
3.       Mitigate global warming
A.     1 and 2 only
B.     3 only
C.      2 and 3 only
D.     All of the above
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Answer : D,

Solution :

Major economies of the world like USA, UK, China and many other could be powered 100 per
cent by solar, wind, hydropower and geothermal energy by 2050, according to a roadmap
developed by scientists. Such a future could also mean a need for 42.5 per cent less energy
globally, because the efficiency of renewable sources, the scientists and engineers claim.

In addition, this shift could lead to a net increase of roughly 24.3 million long-term full-time
jobs

An annual decrease of up to 7 million deaths from air pollution annually

Savings of more than USD 50 trillion in health and climate costs per year

We will also be able to avoid 1.5 degrees Celsius of global warming

Q.75 Arrange the following in chronological order
1.       Lord Canning
2.       Lord Rippon
3.       Lord Wellesley
4.       Lord Metcalfe
A.     3-4-1-2
B.     3-1-4-2
C.      2-4-1-3
D.     2-4-3-1

Answer : A,

Solution :

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_governors-general_of_India

Q.76 Consider the following with regard to the Black Hole Incident of Calcutta. Choose the correct
statement(s)
1. The British were fortifying Fort William to guard themselves against the French
2. Eventually this led to the Revolt of Ahmednagar where the Nawab was killed brutally by the
British
A.     1 only
B.     2 only
C.      Both 1 and 2
D.     Neither 1 nor 2

Answer : A,

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_governors-general_of_India
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Solution :

By the end of the seventeenth century effective power in the Mogul empire had fallen into the
hands of the nawabs, or provincial governors, while the British and the French were building
up their competing commercial empires in India. The British had established a port and
trading base at Calcutta in the 1690s and built Fort William to guard it. Some years later they
began to strengthen the defences against the French…

…Robert Clive marched on Calcutta and set siege to Fort William, which was also bombarded
by an accompanying fleet of warships under Admiral Charles Watson. The fort fell to the
British in January 1757 and in February with an army of a mere 3,000 men, Clive routed Siraj’s
army of perhaps 50,000 with their cannon and war-elephants at Plassey.

Q.77 Consider the following about Vernacular Press Act 1878. Choose the incorrect statement(s)
1. It was passed by Lord Dufferin to engage actively with the vernacular press
2. It aimed to help the socio-economic reform process that was going on in the country
A.     1 only
B.     2 only
C.      Both 1 and 2
D.     Neither 1 nor 2

Answer : C,

Solution :

Vernacular Press Act, in British India, law enacted in 1878 to curtail the freedom of the Indian-
language (i.e., non-English) press. Proposed by Lord Lytton, then viceroy of India (governed
1876–80), the act was intended to prevent the vernacular press from expressing criticism of
British policies—notably, the opposition that had grown with the outset of the Second Anglo-
Afghan War (1878–80). The act excluded English-language publications. It elicited strong and
sustained protests from a wide spectrum of the Indian populace. The law was repealed in 1881
by Lytton’s successor as viceroy, Lord Ripon (governed 1880–84). However, the resentment it
produced among Indians became one of the catalysts giving rise to India’s growing
independence movement. Among the act’s most vocal critics was the Indian Association
(founded 1876), which is generally considered to be one of the precursors of the Indian
National Congress (founded 1885).

Q.78 Nij Cultivation is often understood to be related with which of the following?
A.     Cooperative Farming within Tribals
B.     A form of Slash and Burn Agriculture
C.      Indigo Plantation
D.     Subsistence Farming followed in NW India

Answer : C,
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Solution :

Test 1 covered Nij cultivation. Here are a few extra points.

Indigo could only be cultivated on fertile lands. But these areas were densely populated and
hence, only small plots could be acquired. This made it difficult to expand the area under nij
cultivation.

They attempted to lease in the land around the indigo factory. While doing so, they evicted the
peasants from the area. Peasants’ eviction always created conflict and tension.

A large plantation required a large number of workers. Work at indigo plantation coincided
with the time when peasants were busy with rice cultivation. Hence, mobilizing the labour for
indigo cultivation was a difficult task.

Large scale nij cultivation also required many ploughs and bullocks. It was a big problem to
bur and maintain the ploughs. Since the ploughs and bullocks of the peasants were busy in
rice cultivation hence it was not possible to hire from them.

Till the late nineteenth century, planters were not willing to expand the area under nij
cultivation; because of above-mentioned problems. Less than 25% of the indigo cultivation was
done under nij system.

Q.79 Consider the following about Pradhan Mantri Vaya Vandana Yojana. Choose the correct
statement(s)
1.       The scheme is for senior citizens only
2.       It can be purchased from all major insurance providers approved by RBI
3.       Any shortfall between the interest guaranteed and interest earned will be subsidized by
the Government of India
A.     1 only
B.     1 and 2 only
C.     2 and 3 only
D.     1 and 3 only

Answer : D,

Solution :

PMVVY is a Pension Scheme announced by the Government of India exclusively for the senior
citizens available from 4th May, 2017 to 3rd May, 2018; The Scheme can be purchased offline
as well as online through Life Insurance Corporation of India.

Following are the major benefits under the Pradhan Mantri Vaya Vandana Yojana (PMVVY):
·         Scheme provides an assured return of 8% p.a. payable monthly (equivalent to 8.30%

p.a. effective) for 10 years.
·         Pension is payable at the end of each period, during the policy term of 10 years, as
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per the frequency of monthly/ quarterly/ half-yearly/ yearly as chosen by the pensioner
at the time of purchase.

·         The scheme is exempted from Service Tax/ GST.
·         On survival of the pensioner to the end of the policy term of 10 years, Purchase price

along with final pension installment shall be payable.
·         Loan upto 75% of Purchase Price shall be allowed after 3 policy years (to meet the

liquidity needs). Loan interest shall be recovered from the pension installments and
loan to be recovered from claim proceeds.

·         The scheme also allows for premature exit for the treatment of any critical/ terminal
illness of self or spouse. On such premature exit, 98% of the Purchase Price shall be
refunded.

·         On death of the pensioner during the policy term of 10 years, the Purchase Price
shall be paid to the beneficiary.

·         The ceiling of maximum pension is for a family as a whole, the family will comprise of
pensioner, his/her spouse and dependents.

·         The shortfall owing to the difference between the interest guaranteed and the actual
interest earned and the expenses relating to administration shall be subsidized by the
Government of India and reimbursed to the Corporation.

Q.80 Consider the following about ‘SHe-box’. Choose the correct statement(s)
1.       It is an online platform to enable women employees of the Central government to file
complaints related to sexual harassment at the workplace.
2.       It seeks to ensure “effective implementation” of the Sexual Harassment of Women at
Workplace (Prevention, Prohibition and Redressal) Act, 2013.
A.     1 only
B.    2 only
C.     Both 1 and 2
D.    Neither 1 nor 2

Answer : C,

Solution :

‘SHe-box’ (sexual harassment electronic box) — hosted on the website of the Women and Child
Development Ministry.

The platform will cater to Central government employees in the beginning and thereafter, its
ambit will be widened to include the private sector as well.

Once a complaint is submitted to the ‘SHe-Box’, it will be directly sent to the internal
complaints committee (ICC) of the ministry/department/PSU/autonomous body etc concerned,
having jurisdiction to inquire into the matter. The ICC will take action as prescribed under the
Act and update the status of the complaint. The portal is also an effort to provide “speedier
remedy” to women facing sexual harassment at the workplace, as envisaged under the sexual
harassment Act, a senior official of the ministry said.
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Q.81 Consider the following about Aajeevika Grameen Express Yojana (AGEY). Choose the correct
statement(s)
1.       It is a sub-scheme under Deendayal Antyodaya Yojana – National Rural Livelihoods
Mission (DAY-NRLM)
2.       It is implemented across all States and Union Territories except Delhi and Chandigarh
A.     1 only
B.    2 only
C.     Both 1 and 2
D.    Neither 1 nor 2

Answer : A,

Solution :

The main objectives of AGEY are to provide an alternative source of livelihoods to members of
Self Help Groups (SHGs) under DAY-NRLM by facilitating them to operate public transport
services in backward rural areas. This will provide safe, affordable and community monitored
rural transport services like e-rickshaws, 3 and 4 wheeler motorised transport vehicles to
connect  remote  villages  with  key  services  and  amenities  including  access  to  markets,
education and health for the overall economic development of the area.

The sub-scheme will be implemented in 250 blocks in the country on a pilot basis for a period
of 3 years from 2017-18 to 2019-20. The States have been informed about the number of
blocks allocated to them to take up this sub-scheme in the pilot phases. One of the options
proposed to be given under the sub-scheme is that the Community Based Organisation (CBO)
will provide interest free loan from its own corpus to Self Help Group member for purchase of
the vehicle.

The Government is implementing DAY-NRLM across the country in all States and Union
Territories (except Delhi and Chandigarh).

Q.82 Consider the following about The International Association of Insurance Supervisors (IAIS)
1. It is a voluntary organization
2. It publishes the Global Insurance Market Report (GIMAR)
A.     1 only
B.     2 only
C.      Both 1 and 2
D.     Neither 1 nor 2

Answer : C,

Solution :

The International Association of Insurance Supervisors (IAIS) is a voluntary membership
organization of insurance supervisors and regulators from more than 200 jurisdictions in
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nearly 140 countries. The mission of the IAIS is to promote effective and globally consistent
supervision of the insurance industry in order to develop and maintain fair, safe and stable
insurance markets for the benefit and protection of policyholders and to contribute to global
financial stability. Established in 1994, the IAIS is the international standard setting body
responsible for developing and assisting in the implementation of principles, standards and
other supporting material for the supervision of the insurance sector. The IAIS also provides a
forum for Members to share their experiences and understanding of insurance supervision and
insurance markets. In recognition of its collective expertise, the IAIS is routinely called upon
by the G20 leaders and other international standard setting bodies.

The GIMAR collects and reports data reflecting the performance of primary insurers and
reinsurers as well as key developments in the global insurance market. It builds on the
previously issued Global Reinsurance Market Report, which has been incorporated as an
integral part of the GIMAR. Publication of the GIMAR by the IAIS Secretariat began in October
2012. The GIMAR is based on publicly available data as well as confidential data submitted to
the IAIS by about 50 reinsurance companies.

Q.83 The term ‘anti-profiteering’ seen in the news in recent times is related to?
A.     International Trade
B.     Goods and Services Tax
C.      WTO Sanctions
D.     US Government Sanctions on N.Korea

Answer : B,

Solution :

The GST Council has formed a Selection Committee under the Chairmanship of Cabinet
Secretary to identify and recommend eligible persons for appointment as the Chairman and
Members of the National Anti-profiteering Authority under GST. The National Anti-profiteering
Authority is tasked with ensuring the full benefits of a reduction in tax on supply of goods or
services flow to the consumers.

When constituted by the GST Council, the National Anti-profiteering Authority shall be
responsible for applying anti-profiteering measures in the event of a reduction in rate of GST
on supply of goods or services or, if the benefit of input tax credit is not passed on to the
recipients by way of commensurate reduction in prices. The National Anti-profiteering
Authority shall be headed by a senior officer of the level of a Secretary to the Government of
India and shall have four technical members from the Centre and/or the States.

Q.84 Nai Roshni Scheme is related to which of the following
A.     Solar Lamps in Tribal Areas
B.     Free Electricity to people living in Schedule V areas
C.      Leadership Development of Minority Women
D.     Educating girl children in Tribal Areas
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Answer : C,

Solution :

The Ministry of Minority Affairs has started implementation of a scheme “Nai Roshni” for
Leadership Development of Minority Women from 2012-13. The scheme aims to empower and
instil confidence among minority women by providing knowledge, tools and techniques for
interacting with Government systems, Banks and other institutions at all levels. The scheme is
implemented through Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs).

NITI Aayog had conducted an evaluation study on ‘Nai Roshni’- the scheme for Leadership
Development of Minority Women in 2015-16.

Clarification: This question was asked in Test 2 and the answer given was B in place of C.
Please note that the right answer is option C, which is very clear from the explanation anyway.

Q.85 Consider the following about Garib Nawaz Skill Development Centres. Choose the correct
statement(s)
1.       It will be established in 100 districts of the country
2.       It will ensure employment oriented skill development of youth belonging to Minority
communities.
A.     1 only
B.    2 only
C.     Both 1 and 2
D.    Neither 1 nor 2

Answer : C,

Solution :

Garib Nawaz Skill Development Centres will be established in 100 districts of the country
which will effectively ensure employment oriented skill development of youth belonging to
Minority communities.
In next six months, Garib Nawaz Skill Development Centres, providing job oriented skill
training in various fields, will be established in Hyderabad, Noida, Lucknow, Jaipur, Nagpur,
Aurangabad, Bhopal, Indore, Allahabad, Mysore, Chennai, Goa, Gauhati, Kolakata, Patna,
Kishanganj, Dehradun, Shahjahanpur, Rampur, Ranchi, Giridih, Mewat, Tijara, Panipat, Delhi,
Uddhamsingh Nagar, Amritsar, Chandigarh, Mumbai etc.

Q.86 Consider the following about Nai Udaan Scheme. Choose the correct statement(s)
1.       It is brought out by the Ministry of Skill Development and Entrepreneurship
2.       It provides low interest loans to skilled artisans across the country
A.     1 only
B.    2 only
C.     Both 1 and 2
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D.    Neither 1 nor 2

Answer : D,

Solution :

Government of India, Ministry of Minority Affairs is implementing the scheme Nai Udaan-
Scheme for Support to Minority Students for preparation of Main Examination, who clear
Prelims conducted by Union Public Service Commission, Staff Selection Commission, State
Public Service Commissions etc. The objective of the Scheme is to provide financial support to
the minority candidates clearing prelims conducted by Union Public Service Commission, Staff
Selection Commission and State Public Service Commissions to adequately equip them to
compete for appointment to Civil Services in the Union and the State Governments and to
increase the representation of the minority in the Civil Services.

Q.87 Which of the following is NOT a cold current?
A.    Kuroshio Current
B.    Peruvian Current
C.    Western Australian Current
D.    Oyashio Current

Answer : A,

Solution :

Q.88 Which of the following are incorrectly matched?
1.       Campos—Brazil
2.       Llanos—South Africa
3.       Velds—Australia
A.     1 and 2 only



Study IQ
www.studyiq.com, testseries@studyiq.com

Page - 44/50

B.     2 and 3 only
C.      1 and 3 only
D.     None of the above

Answer : B,

Solution :

Tropical Grasslands

East Africa- Savanna

Brazil- Campos

Venezuela- Llanos

Temperate Grasslands

Argentina- Pampas

N. America- Prairie

S. Africa- Veld

C. Asia- Steppe

Australia- Down

Q.89 Identify the correct statements:
1.       S-waves are generally faster than P-waves.
2.       Rayleigh waves are a type of Surface waves.
3.       Seismic waves unlike Light waves are immune to refraction.
4.       The continental crust is the least dense layer in the earth’s interior.
A.    1 and 2 only
B.    2 and 4 only
C.    1 and 3 only
D.    2, 3 and 4 only

Answer : B,

Solution :

S-waves are slower than P-waves, and speeds are typically around 60% of that of P-waves in
any given material. In geophysics the refraction or reflection of seismic waves is used for
research into the structure of the Earth's interior.



Study IQ
www.studyiq.com, testseries@studyiq.com

Page - 45/50

Q.90 Consider the following statements. Choose the correct statement(s)
1. Equinoxes happen when the direct rays of the sun fall on the Tropic of Cancer
2. The entire planet experiences equal days and nights
A.    1 only
B.    2 only
C.    Both 1 and 2
D.    Neither 1 nor 2

Answer : B,

Solution :

On 21st March and September 23rd, direct rays of the sun fall on the equator. At this position,
neither of the poles is tilted towards the sun; so, the whole earth experiences equal days and
equal nights. This is called an equinox.

On 23rd September, it is autumn season in the Northern Hemisphere and spring season in the
Southern Hemisphere. The opposite is the case on 21st March, when it is spring in the
Northern Hemisphere and autumn in the Southern Hemisphere. Thus, you find that there are
days and nights and changes in the seasons because of the rotation and revolution of the earth
respectively.

Q.91 Himalayas and Alps are examples of
A.    Block Mountains
B.    Fold Mountains
C.    Volcanic Mountains
D.    None of the above

Answer : B,

Solution :

The Himalayan Mountains and the Alps are young fold mountains with rugged relief and high
conical peaks. The Aravali range in India is one of the oldest fold mountain systems in the
world. The range has considerably worn down due to the processes of erosion. The
Appalachians in North America and the Ural mountains in Russia have rounded features and
low elevation. They are very old fold mountains.

Block Mountains are created when large areas are broken and displaced vertically. The
uplifted blocks are termed as horsts and the lowered blocks are called graben. The Rhine
valley and the Vosges mountain in Europe are examples of such mountain systems. Locate
them on the world map in the atlas and find out some more examples of this type of landforms.
Volcanic mountains are formed due to volcanic activity. Mt. Kilimanjaro in Africa and Mt.
Fujiyama in Japan are examples of such mountains.
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Q.92 Consider the following statement(s) Choose the incorrect statement(s)
1.       Seasonal unemployment is where a person appears to be employed but he is under-used
thereby eating into the wages of other employees
2.       Disguised unemployment is where a person finds a job for few days in a year
3.       In India, statistically the unemployment rate is low
A.     1 and 2 only
B.     3 only
C.     1 and 3 only
D.     All of the above

Answer : A,

Solution :

Seasonal unemployment happens when people are not able to find jobs during some months of
the year. People dependant upon agriculture usually face such kind of problem. There are
certain busy seasons when sowing, harvesting, weeding and threshing is done. Certain months
do not provide much work to the people dependant on agriculture.

In case of disguised unemployment people appear to be employed. They have agricultural plot
where they find work. This usually happens among family members engaged in agricultural
activity. The work requires the service of five people but engages eight people. Three people
are extra. These three people also work in the same plot as the others. The contribution made
by the three extra people does not add to the contribution made by the five people. If three
people are removed the productivity of the field will not decline. The field requires the service
of five people and the three extra people are disguised unemployed.

In case of India, statistically, the unemployment rate is low. A large number of people
represented with low income and productivity are counted as employed. They appear to work
throughout the year but in terms of their potential and income, it is not adequate for them.
Their earning keeps them on a bare subsistence level.

Q.93 What constitutes GDP?
A.     The value of final goods and services produced within a country plus wealth generated

by the NRIs during a particular year
B.     The value of final goods and services produced within a country during a particular year
C.     The value of final goods and services pertaining to agriculture and service sector

produced within a country during a particular year
D.     The value of final goods and services produced within a country during a particular year

including the factor income from abroad

Answer : B,

Solution :

The value of final goods and services produced in each sector during a particular year provides
the total production of the sector for that year. And the sum of production in the three sectors
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gives what is called the Gross Domestic Product (GDP) of a country. It is the value of all final
goods and services produced within a country during a particular year. GDP shows how big
the economy is.

Q.94 Consider the following statements. Choose the incorrect statement(s)
1.       Dairying is an important source of income for women
2.       In spite of good growth in milk production, the per capita availability of milk in India is
lower than the world average
A.     1 only
B.     2 only
C.     Both 1 and 2
D.     Neither 1 nor 2

Answer : B,

Solution :

Dairying has become an important secondary source of income for millions of rural families
particularly for women and marginal farmers. The milk production has registered a growth
rate of 6.28% during 2014-16, which is higher than last years growth rate of about 4 per cent
and three times more than the world average growth of 2.2%. Per capita availability of milk in
India is 337 gram/day as compared to the average world per capita availability of 229
gram/day.

Q.95 ‘Reverse Charge’ has been seen in the news recently. What does it pertain to?
A.     Monetary policy of India
B.     Goods and Services Tax (GST)
C.     Bank Boards Bureau (BBB)
D.     Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI)

Answer : B,

Solution :

Normally, the supplier of goods or services pays the tax on supply. In the case of Reverse
Charge, the receiver becomes liable to pay the tax, i.e., the chargeability gets reversed.



Study IQ
www.studyiq.com, testseries@studyiq.com

Page - 48/50

 

Q.96 What do you mean by Repo and Reverse Repo rates?
1.       Reverse Repo rate is the rate at which RBI lends money to commercial banks
2.       Repo rate is the rate at which RBI borrows money from commercial banks
A.     1 only
B.     2 only
C.     Both 1 and 2
D.     Neither 1 nor 2

Answer : D,

Solution :

Repo rate is the rate at which the central bank of a country (Reserve Bank of India in case of
India) lends money to commercial banks in the event of any shortfall of funds.

Reverse repo rate is the rate at which the central bank of a country (Reserve Bank of India in
case of India) borrows money from commercial banks within the country. These are monetary
policy instruments, which can be used to control the money supply in the country.

Q.97 Consider the following about Rashtriya Avishkar Abhiyan. Choose the correct statement(s)
1.       It aims to inculcate a spirit of inquiry, creativity and love for Science in school children
2.       The scheme was brought out by Ministry of Human Resource Development
A.     1 only
B.     2 only
C.     Both 1 and 2
D.     Neither 1 nor 2

Answer : C,

Solution :
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Rashtriya Avishkar Abhiyan is a unique concept developed by the Ministry of Human Resource
Development that aims to inculcate a spirit of inquiry, creativity and love for Science and
Mathematics in school children. (Age group – 6-18 yrs) Under Rashtriya Avishkar Abhiyan,
government schools will be mentored by Institutes like IITs/ IIMs/ IISERs and other Central
Universities and reputed organisations through innovative programmes, student exchanges,
demonstrations, student visits, etc to develop a natural sense of passion towards learning of
Science and Mathematics

Q.98 Choose the incorrect statement with respect to India’s foreign trade under British rule
A.     The restrictive policies of commodity production, trade and tariff pursued by the colonial

government adversely affected the structure, composition and volume of India’s foreign
trade.

B.     India became an importer of primary products such as raw silk, cotton, wool, sugar,
indigo, jute etc. and an exporter of finished consumer goods like cotton, silk and woollen
clothes and capital goods.

C.      More than half of India’s foreign trade was restricted to Britain while the rest was
allowed with a few other countries.

D.     There was the generation of a large export surplus which came at a huge cost to the
country’s economy.

Answer : B,

Solution :

India became an exporter of primary products such as raw silk, cotton, wool, sugar, indigo,
jute etc. and an importer of finished consumer goods like cotton, silk and woollen clothes and
capital goods.

Q.99 Which one of the following countries do NOT open out to the Caspian Sea?
A.     Georgia
B.     Turkmenistan
C.      Kazakhstan
D.     Russia

Answer : A,

Solution :
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Q.100The President may appoint a commission to investigate the conditions of socially and
educationally backward classes and to recommend the steps to improve their condition under
A.     Article 339
B.     Article 340
C.      Article 377
D.     Article 358

Answer : B,

Solution :

Under Article 340 of the Indian Constitution, The President may appoint a commission to
investigate the conditions of socially and educationally backward classes and to recommend
the steps to improve their condition. The report of the commission is to be placed before the
Parliament, along with action taken memorandum.

Under the above provision, the President has appointed two commissions so far. The first
backward classes commission was appointed in 1953 under the chairmanship of Kaka
Kalelkar. The second Backward Classes Commission was appointed in 1979 with B.P. Mandal
as chairman. The decision to set up the third Commission (option ‘d’) was recently approved by
the Cabinet.


