
On Tuesday, October 10, Sherwin-Williams and Design Council of the 
Denver Art Museum cohosted a walking tour of the River North Art District’s 
colorful and innovative street art. The evening began with a toast at Aurum 
Home Technology and the reveal of Sherwin-Williams’ 2018 Color of the 
Year: a rich, bluish-green jeweled toned hue named Oceanside. Afterwards 
writer Cori Anderson and artists Pat Milbery and Andrew Hoffman led 
special guests through RiNo’s colorful alleyways, buildings, garage doors, 
and storefronts. The evening ended with a celebratory reception at The 
Workroom at Backyard on Blake. 

Charles and Ray Eames, ESU-400

The Eames Storage Unit, or ESU, was an inventive system of lightweight, 
modular storage cabinets that were another example of Charles and  
Ray Eames’s effort to design and produce economical household furniture 
using industrial production techniques during the mid-twentieth century. The 
standardized parts of the ESU were entirely interchangeable and could 
be easily adapted to a variety of residential needs in living rooms, dining 
rooms, and bedrooms. They could also be stacked and serve as room  
dividers, like this example. Made of perforated steel extrusions, buyers  
could customize the interior arrangement, selecting plywood drawers or 
doors and perforated metal or enameled Masonite panels. Owners could 
also take them apart and rearrange or add on, treating the furniture as a 
series of modular boxes adaptable as needs changed. The Herman Miller 
Furniture Company began marketing the Eames Storage Units in 1950 and 
production continued until 1955. The acquisition of this first-edition 400 
series Eames Storage Unit is a significant addition to the Museum’s holdings 
from the post–World War II era. 
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YEAR IN REVIEW
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Dear Friend,

As the year comes to a close, I want to thank you for being a member of 
Design Council and the Denver Art Museum. I am so pleased with all we 
have accomplished this year, and am delighted to share more from our 
2015–16 fiscal year with you, below. The exhibitions we organize, the 
artworks we collect, and the programs we present would not be possible 
without you. At this time of year especially, we are grateful for your generosity 
and enthusiasm, and hope you enjoy seeing how your support makes the 
Museum such an inspiring place for all.

With best wishes for a happy new year, 
Darrin Alfred
Curator of Architecture, Design & Graphics
Denver Art Museum
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Dear Friend, 

On November 7, Denver voters showed broad support for the Our Denver 
Bond measure 2B, which supports the preservation of and upgrades to  
the region’s cultural institutions. It is part of Denver’s 2A–2G bond package 
to repair city infrastructure and help Denver continue to be a world-class 
city. The projects in this bond package will touch every neighborhood. City 
voters elected to support all seven bond measures, investing in infrastructure, 
public safety, and recreational and cultural facilities across Denver.

Here at the Denver Art Museum, the approval of 2B will help fund the 
North Building renovation project. The 35.5 million dollars within 2B will 
fund critical improvements—including updating HVAC systems, improving  
safety standards, upgrading electrical and technology infrastructure,  
and more—to the nearly 50-year-old structure. The Denver Art Museum  
is matching the public investment 3-to-1 with privately raised funds.

Our thanks to Denver voters for enabling the North Building project to 
move forward in the most effective way possible, allowing the Museum  
to continue providing access to unforgettable art experiences for visitors  
now and for the next 50 years. Thank you, Denver voters, for supporting 
the Denver Art Museum, the Our Denver Bonds, and our city.

Darrin Alfred
Curator of Architecture, Design & Graphics
Denver Art Museum

Design Council of the Denver Art Museum membership is open to all members  
of the Museum! Enjoy unparalleled access throughout the year to art and 
design with a vibrant group of design enthusiasts of all backgrounds. This 
December, members are invited to Holiday Cheer, our annual holiday  
networking event for all members. Patron level members make a big  
difference in bringing exciting projects and resources to the Department  
of Architecture, Design and Graphics while also enjoying exclusive access  
and special events. To learn more about membership and upcoming events, 
visit denverartmuseum.org/designcouncil.

Design Council
Denver Art Museum 
100 West 14th Avenue Parkway
Denver, Colorado  80204

www.denverartmuseum.org/designcouncil
720.913.0044
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Christian Dior with models, ca. 1955. Photo André Gandner. © Clémence Gandner

Artist Pat Milbery speaks to attendees of Color & Motion with mural by Jaime Molina.
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Charles and Ray Eames, ESU (Eames Storage Unit), 400 Series, about 1949; Collection Denver Art Museum. Funds,  
by exchange, from Mr. and Mrs. John C. Mitchell II, Calvina Morse Vaupel in memory of Calvin Henry Morse,  
Mrs. George Cranmer, Charles E. Stanton, Charles Bayly Jr. Collection, Mrs. Claude Boettcher, Dr. Charles F. Shollenberger, 
Mr. Ronald S. Kane, Frances Charsky, Dorothy Retallack, Mrs. Alfred B. Bell, Charles William Brand, Doris W. Pritchard,  
Mrs. F. H. Douglas, Mrs. Calista Struby Rees, and Jane Garnsey O’Donnell

Dior: From Paris to the World 
The Denver Art Museum recently announced the U.S. debut of Dior: From 
Paris to the World, an exhibition surveying 70 years of the House of Dior’s 
enduring legacy and its global influence. A selection of 150 haute couture 
dresses, as well as accessories, photographs, original sketches, runway 
videos and other archival material, will trace the history of the iconic haute 
couture fashion house. Organized by the Denver Art Museum and curated 
by Florence Müller, Avenir Foundation Curator of Textile Art and Fashion, the 
exhibition will be on view from November 18, 2018 to March 3, 2019, 
and will be designed by Shohei Shigematsu, OMA Partner and Director of 
the global firm’s New York office.


