
 God’s Design for the Church 
Power Source (Part 6) 

October 15th, 2017          Acts 2.42-47            Pastor Austin Shaw 
 
The first Christian communities “devoted themselves to the apostles’ 
teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer” – 
Acts 2.42 
 
“First, master the fundamentals.”  – Larry Bird 
 
In order to reach maximum potential, any team or organization must be 
committed to the basics.  In Acts 2.42, we have a glimpse at the “basics” of 
church activity.  We make a mistake if we think the basics are easy. 
 

1.) There was a commitment to specific teachings. 
 

The first Christians discussed the message that was given to them by 
Jesus’ close followers. 
 
In the King James Version of the Bible, the word “teachings” is translated 
“doctrines.”  We do not like the word “doctrine” because we think of it as 
stale or impractical.  We must understand, however, that how we think 
about things determines the way we behave towards them. 
 
For example, the Christian doctrine of anthropology tells us that every 
human life is not only precious to God but is also designed by Him for His 
purpose. This, in turn, tells me how I ought to treat other people.  Likewise, 
the Christian doctrine of sin tells me I am in need of a Savior. 
 
1 Corinthians 15.1-8 tells us the content of “the Gospel” in concise fashion.  
Peter preaches this in his first sermons – the earthly ministry of Jesus (Acts 
2.22), the death of Jesus (Acts 2.23), the resurrection of Jesus (Acts 2.24-
32), the witnesses of this resurrection (Acts 2.32), and a call to repent and 
be saved (Acts 2.38-39).  
 

2.) There was a commitment to the community. 
 

Robert Putnam, the Harvard political scientist, documented the decline of 
“social capital” in his Bowling Alone: The Collapse and Revival of American 

Community.  We are less inclined to participate and give of ourselves to 
civic organizations.  The church calls us back to fellowship.  
 
We want to pay attention to the generosity of these early Christians towards 
one another.  “They gave to anyone as he had need” (Acts 2.45).  We must 
practice this kind of love. 
 

3.) There was a commitment to shared meals. 
 
“Food is a fundamental requisite for human life and, as might be expected, 
occupies an important role in physical, social and commercial areas of 
human polity as well as in those areas that are explicitly religious.” 
Dictionary of Christian Ethics and Pastoral Theology 
 
Eating is a kind of “universal language.”  In almost every culture, communal 
meals are a time for social bonding. 
 
In this short passage, we are told two times (v. 42, 46) that the first 
Christians “broke bread.”  This was probably the meal commemorating the 
Lord’s substitutionary death (Cf. 1 Cor. 11.17-34).  
  

4.) There was a commitment to corporate prayer. 
 
These early Christians prayed to God.  They shared with “glad and sincere 
hearts” (Acts 2.46). 
 
They prayed routinely for God’s power to speak the truth (Acts 1.14, 4.31, 
6.4, 6.6, 8.15). 

 
Our Response 
 
All of these activities are directed towards “praising of God” (Acts 2.47).  
God is the focal point. 
 
These verses set a high standard for the church. We cannot think of these 
fundamentals as coming without commitment and hard work. 
 
What is my level of commitment to the church family?  


