
Hypocrisy in the Church 
Don’t check your brain at the door (Part 4 of 7) 

Matthew 23        May 21, 2017      Steve Harper 

 
The English word hypocrite comes from an ancient Greek word used to 
describe stage actors who played multiple roles in the same play by 
wearing different masks for different scenes.   

 
“I’m sorry that so often the biggest obstacles to God has been Christians.”    

~ Shane Clairborne in Esquire Magazine 

 
Jesus Reserved his Harshest Words for Hypocrites 

 

Mt 23:            Hypocrite      Jesus 
 3 Inauthentic, two faced Authentic, genuine 

 4 Loads others down with guilt 
and shame 

Lifts up others with love and 
honor 

5,6 Showy and ambitious Real and humble 

7,11 Self promoting God exalting 

13 Blocks people from God Points people to God 

15 Selfish Loving 

23 Unjust, vindictive and faithless Just, forgiving and faithful 

25 Fake, greedy, self indulgent True, generous and selfless 

27 Empty, dead inside Full of life 

31 Murderer Healer 

33 Condemned to Hell Gives eternal life 

 
The early Christians didn’t say in dismay: “Look what the world has come 
to, but look what has come to the world.” 
 

Passion for Jesus is the Secret to the Christian Life 
 
 “Since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us 
throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles. And 
let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us, 2 fixing our eyes 
on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith.”   Hebrews 12:1-2 

 

“I decided to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ and him 
crucified.”  ~ The Apostle Paul  I Corinthians 2:2 
 

Spiritual Transformation Triangle 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
Authentic Christianity is Loving 
 Faithful to your family and friends 
 Generous 
 Honest 

 
 
Authentic Christianity Impacts People Positively 
 Helping the Poor 
 Defending the Weak 
 Fighting for Equal Rights 
 Extending the Gift of Forgiveness and Eternal Life 

 
 

How do I live without Hypocrisy? 
 “Turn to God so that your sins may be wiped out, that times of 

refreshing may come from the Lord.” Acts 3:19 

 Feed the Spirit not the flesh  Romans 8:6 

 Receive God’s love and let his love shine through you  
 

 
 
 

You can watch today’s message—and previous ones—at gracecma.org (media) 

Passion for Jesus 

Time with 
Jesus 

Trusting Jesus 
in the Trails 


