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2 Peter 1:5, ISV –“… make every effort to supplement your faith with
moral character, your moral character with knowledge.”

Matthew 7:15, MSG –“… Don't be impressed with charisma; look for
character.”

1 Timothy 4:16, MSG–“Keep a firm grasp on both your character and
your teaching. Don’t be diverted. …”

Ephesians 4:22-24, MSG–“(22) … take on an entirely new way of life --
a God-fashioned life, (23) a life renewed from the inside (24) and
working itself into your conduct as God accurately reproduces his
character in you.”

6. Embrace A Biblical World View

a) Reality Of Spiritual World

2 Corinthians 4:18, NIV–“So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on 
what is unseen. For what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is
eternal.”

Ephesians 6:12, NIV –“For our struggle is not against flesh and blood,
but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this
dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly
realms.”

b) Responsibility Toward Others

Romans 14:7, NIV –“For none of us lives to himself alone and none of 
us dies to himself alone.”

Philippians 2:4, NIV –“Each of you should look not only to your own 
interests, but also to the interests of others.”

c) Reality Of Eternal Judgement

Hebrews 9:27, NIV –“… man is destined to die once, and after that to
face judgment.”

d) All People Are Made In God’s Image And Are Therefore 
Precious

Genesis 1:27, NIV –“So God created man in his own image, in the
image of God he created him; male and female he created them.”
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FOUR STAGES OF SPIRITUAL PARENTING:

1. Parent/Child 2. Teacher/Disciple 3. Master/Servant 4. Father/Son

TEACHER / DISCIPLE STAGE

1. Discipleship Is For The Purpose Of Developing Maturity

Luke 6:40, NIV –“… everyone who is fully trained will be like his
teacher.”

2. Discipleship Involves Correction / Discipline

Hebrews 12:11, NIV –“… discipline … produces a harvest of
righteousness and peace for those who have been trained by it.”

3. Discipleship, To Be Effective, Requires Relationship

John 1:38, NIV –“… Jesus … asked, ‘What do you want?’ They said, 
‘Rabbi’ (which means Teacher), ‘where are you staying?’”

DEVELOPMENTAL NEEDS FOR DISCIPLES

1. Able To“Chew On” God’s Word” And Be Transformed By It

Romans 12:2, NIV–“… be transformed by the renewing of your mind..”

Eph 5:26, ASV –“That he might sanctify [the church], having cleansed 
it by the washing of water with the word.”

John 4:34, NIV –“My meat,” said Jesus, “is to do the will of him who
sent me and to finish his work.”

2. Willingly Submit To And Be Accountable To Those Over Us

Proverbs 5:11-14, NIV –(11) At the end of your life you will groan … 
(12) You will say, “How I hated discipline! How my heart spurned
correction! (13) I would not obey my teachers or listen to my instructors.
(14) I have come to the brink of utter ruin ….

a) God

Hebrews 12:9, NIV –“Moreover, we have all had human fathers who 
disciplined us and we respected them for it. How much more should we
submit to the Father of our spirits and live!”
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Hebrews 5:7, NIV–“… Jesus … offered up prayers and petitions… and
he was heard because of his reverent submission.”

James 4:7, NIV –“Submit yourselves, then, to God. [Then] Resist the
devil, and he will flee from you.”

b) Church Leaders

Hebrews 13:17, NIV–“Obey your leaders and submit to their authority.
They keep watch over you as men who must give an account. Obey them
so that their work will be a joy, not a burden, for that would be of no
advantage to you.”

c) Secular Government

1 Peter 2:13-14, NIV –“(13) Submit yourselves for the Lord's sake to
every authority instituted among men: whether to the king, as the
supreme authority, (14) or to governors, who are sent by him to punish
those who do wrong and to commend those who do right.”

1 Peter 2:15, NIV –“Show proper respect to everyone: Love the 
brotherhood of believers, fear God, honor the king.”

3. Develop Healthy Relationships & Learn To Live In Community

a) Relationships Inside The Church–ie. Christians

John 13:14, NIV –“Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed 
your feet, you also should wash one another's feet.”

Ephesians 5:21, NIV –“Submit to one another out of reverence for
Christ.”

b) Relationships Outside The Church–ie. Pre-Christians

1 Peter 2:11-12, NIV –“(11) … as aliens and strangers in the world,
abstain from sinful desires … (12) Live such good lives among the
pagans that … they may see your good deeds and glorify God ...”

Luke 11:33, NIV–“No one lights a lamp and puts it in a place where it 
will be hidden, or under a bowl. Instead he puts it on its stand, so that
those who come in may see the light.”

1 Peter 3:15, NIV–“But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always 
be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the
reason for the hope that you have. …”

4. Develop Basic Christian Life Habits

a) Prayer & Fasting–For Intercession

Daniel 9:3, NIV–“So I turned to the Lord God and pleaded with him in
prayer and petition, in fasting, ….”

Matthew 17:21, NIV –“But this kind does not go out except by prayer
and fasting.”

b) Bible Study & Meditation–For Wisdom, Transformation

Psalm 119:99, NIV –“I have more insight than all my teachers, for I
meditate on your statutes.”

c) Worship And Obedience

1 Samuel 15:22, NIV–“But Samuel replied: ‘Does the LORD delight in 
burnt offerings and sacrifices as much as in obeying the voice of the
LORD? To obey is better than sacrifice [sin offering], and to heed is
better than the fat of rams [thank offering].”

d) Repentance And Overcoming Temptation

1 John 1:9, NIV–“If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will
forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.”

Isaiah 30:15, NIV –“… In repentance and rest is your salvation, in
quietness and trust is your strength …”

e) Forgiveness And Overcoming Offences

Colossians 3:13, NIV –“Bear with each other and forgive whatever
grievances you may have against one another. Forgive as the Lord
forgave you.”

2 Corinthians 2:7, NIV–“Now instead, you ought to forgive and comfort
him, so that he will not be overwhelmed by excessive sorrow.”

f) Stewardship Of Time And Resources

1 Corinthians 6:19-20, NIV –“(19) … You are not your own; (20) you 
were bought at a price. Therefore honor God with your body.”

1 Peter 4:10, NIV–“Each one should use whatever gift he has received to
serve others, faithfully administering God's grace in its various forms.”

5. Develop Christ-like Character

Romans 5:3-4, NRSV– “(3) … (4) endurance produces character,….”


