
 

 

Thursday, September 1, 2016 
  
1) YouTube Industry should help lead and not impede progress toward 
resilience: 
 
Frank Gaffney discusses need for utilities to make investments and changes 
needed to harden the grid. 
 
2) YouTube US not prepared for long term power outage: 
 
WI Senator Ron Johnson does not believe America is prepared for power 
blackouts. 
 

3) Ambassador Hank Cooper August 30, 2016—Déjà Vu All Over Again. . .One 

More Time: 

 

Note that Brilliant Pebbles was then designed to be capable of intercepting 

attacking ballistic missiles in their boost phase — while their rockets still burned; 

throughout their midcourse phase above the atmosphere provided it could 

identify valid targets among the decoys; and into the Earth’s upper atmosphere 

during reentry when atmospheric drag shreds away light weight decoys. And we 

were considering how to give these interceptors an intercept capability against 

then anticipated hypervelocity missiles now being developed by adversaries — 

and against which our current BMD systems have no capability. 

 

In fits and starts, we have haltingly deployed many of the components of the 

GPALS system we then briefed — on land and sea.  But we have not even 

pursued serious research on a SBI component, the most cost-effective system 

concept developed during the SDI era (1983 through 1992). The SBI component 

of GPALS consisted of 1000 Brilliant Pebbles and cost $10 billion in 1988 dollars, 

for research and development, deployment and operations for 20 years — 

assuming each Brilliant Pebbles would be replaced once.  This translates to 

about $20 billion in 2016 dollars. It would cost less today because key technology 

has continued to advance — while costs have reduced. 

 

As discussed last week, this program was scuttled by one of the first acts of the 

Clinton administration in 1993. Since then, we have been able to re-institute the 

ground and sea-based components of the GPALS concept, but the SBI 

component — the most cost-effective concept produced by the SDI era — has 

remained off the table. And the resulting command and control system is more 

complex and costly than would  have been the case had the Brilliant Pebbles 

program continued.  In particular, no additional space-based sensor to aid other 

missile defense components would have been required because the Brilliant 
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Pebbles sensor suite could have provided the needed tracking and discrimination 

information to fully empower the ground and sea-based interceptor systems. 

 

4) The resurrected Congressional EMP Commission should have received funds 

by now as we start September but at the time of this writing they haven’t. Passing 

the CIPA Bill should be a high priority for Congress when they return next week.  

We need to encourage our elected and non-elected officials to focus on our 

national security and protecting our electric grid.  

 

We want to remind our readers we are here to help you.  Please feel free to 

email JD and/or Cindy if you have any questions or comments on hardening our 

grid.  We look forward to communicating and working with you on this critical 

issue. 
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