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The Book of Acts Know the Bible (Part 15)         
 

“I will build my church, and all the powers of hell will not conquer it.” 
Jesus, recorded in Matthew 16:18, NLT 

 
The Book of Acts tells the story of how Jesus keeps his promise. Luke 
traces the expansion of the Christian movement (“Jesus disciples were 
called Christians first at Antioch”—Acts 11:26) from its earliest beginnings 
to the time when it reached worldwide proportions.   It’s the most stunning 
growth the world has ever seen, and perhaps the most unexpected. Jesus 
chooses an unorthodox strategy to work out his plans.  The plan seemed 
sure to fail…and yet it continues to expand and grow even today.   

 
Jesus chooses very ordinary and faulty people…. 
There were “about 120 people…including Peter, John, James and 
Andrew; Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew; James son of 
Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James. They all joined 
together constantly in prayer, along with the women and Mary the mother 
of Jesus, and with his brothers.” Acts 1:13-15 
Timeline:  Resurrection…40 days…Ascension…10 days…Pentecost 
 

• If you were going to start a movement, you would probably do it 
exactly the opposite of the way Jesus did it. 

 
—transformed by his grace & filled with his Holy Spirit— 

“Each of you must repent of your sins and turn to God, and  
be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins.  

Then you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.”  Acts 2:38, NLT 

 
…To bring hope & healing in his name to a world in need.   
 And he’s still doing that today… 
Acts 1:8 provides an outline of the book and how the followers of Jesus 
would make an impact:  “You will be my witnesses in Jerusalem (locally, 
Acts 1-7) and in all Judea and Samaria (regionally, Acts 8-11) and to the 
ends of the earth (globally, Acts 12-28).” 

• We are his “witnesses”—it’s a word that occurs 39x in the book of 
Acts alone.   To be a witness means we have seen, heard, or 
experienced something concerning God on a personal basis. 

 
You could say we live in the age of Acts 29, because Jesus still cares 
about people everywhere, and he still wants us to be his witnesses… 
people who have experienced a personal relationship with him and 
demonstrate his character and love to people here and around the world.   
 
Making it personal: 

• Have I experienced personally the transforming grace of Jesus?  If 
so, I know that his Spirit lives in me and wants to work through me. 

• How do others see the character and love of Jesus in me?   

 
The story of God and the people he loves 

 
Act 1:  Creation—A friendship is born (Genesis 1-2)    
 God creates a perfect environment for the people he’s made; 
 best of all, he gifts them with his presence and friendship.   
 

Act 2:  The Fall—A friendship is shattered (Genesis 3-11)   
Adam & Eve choose to walk away from God; sin infects them, all 
of their descendants…and wreaks havoc in the whole world. 

 

Act 3:  Israel—A nation is chosen to bless the world (Genesis 12-Malachi)  
God chooses to bless Abraham and his descendants—the nation 
of Israel—and to use this nation as a blessing to the world;  
a Jewish Savior is promised who will remove the curse of sin. 

 

Act 4:  Jesus—A Savior restores the friendship (Matthew-John)   
  Jesus is the promised Savior who reverses the curse of sin by 

dying a cruel death.  He is the central figure in the story, restoring 
the friendship God always intended with the people he created. 

 

Act 5:  New People of God—The good news spreads (Acts-Revelation)  
God’s Spirit comes to live in those who follow Jesus, forming a  
new community who will show his love to people of every nation. 

 
Did you miss any of the fill-ins on the notes?   

Completed notes are available at the literature display in the Lobby, or by visiting Gracecma.org.  
You can purchase a cd or dvd in the Lobby, or download the message for free at our website. 


