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Transform your church  
into ancient Egypt! 
Items noted with an asterisk (*) are available from 
Group Publishing or your Group VBS supplier.

Egypt Feather Fans
•  5-7 colorful ostrich feathers (available at craft 

supply stores)

• Tape

• PVC pipe or dowel (¾ inch x 4 ft.)

• Black spray paint

• Twine or yarn (about 5 ft.)

• Wire cutters or scissors

1. Paint the PVC pipe or dowel black.

2.  Gather the feathers and create a fan shape by 
bending the wire base of the feathers.

3. Tape the feather bases together.

4.  Trim the wire base so you have about 4-6 inches 
to use to tape the feathers to the pole.

5.  Tape the base to the dowel or PVC pole.

6.  Cover the tape with twine or rope.

Golden Palm Frond Fans
• 3-5 silk palm fronds or large fern leaves 

• Gold spray paint 

• Black spray paint

• Twine or yarn (about 5 ft.)

• Tape

• PVC pipe or dowel (¾ inch x 4 ft.)

• Wire cutters or scissors

1.  Paint the PVC pole black; paint the palm 
fronds gold.

2.  Gather palm fronds or fern leaves; bend 
stems to make a fan shape. 

3.  Tape the stems together.

4.  Tape to the dowel or PVC.

5.  Cover the tape with twine or rope.
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Huge Feather Fans
Our huge feather fans added wonderful color to the palace. Your Egyptian 
princes and princesses will be charmed!

Make the fan handles and frame.

1.  For each fan handle, cut 1½“ PVC pipe to a 5’ length. Cut two 4” long 
notches on opposite sides of one end of the pipe. 

2.  Download, enlarge, and copy the fan base template from 
group.com/vbsTools under “Updates/Resources.” For each fan base, cut 
two fan base pieces from sturdy double-sided flat cardboard. Push both fan 
base pieces into the notches on the PVC fan handle. 

3.  You will need nine ¼” dowels, each 2’ long, per fan. Beginning with the 
lower dowels and working toward the top center, slip the end of each 
dowel about 3” into the fan base, between the two layers of cardboard. 
Dab hot glue around the end of the dowel and inside the cardboard to 
secure the dowel in place, and glue the cardboard layers together. Clamp 
or duct tape the edges of the cardboard fan base until the glue is dry.

4.  Spray the handle, fan base, and dowels with metallic gold paint and let 
dry completely. 

Make your fans spectacular!

1.  Round up a variety of materials to weave through the spokes of your fans. 
We used feather boas, 20” x 7½” sheets of crepe paper (scrunched, 
not cut into strips), corrugated cardboard strips spray painted gold, and 
colorful fabric. 

2.  Weave the different materials through the dowel spokes, attaching with hot 
glue. (You’ll probably want to use gloves—you don’t want to end up with 
burnt fingers!) 

Place your fans at the palace 
entrance.

Since the fans are top-heavy, you’ll 
need to anchor them so they can 
stand in front of the palace. We 
used 15” diameter plastic pots. 
We put a heavy bag of sand in 
each pot (you can use any heavy 
weights that will keep the pots 
from tipping over), wedged in with 
scraps of foam, stood the fans up 
in the pots—arranged artistically, 
of course!—and covered the 
bags with Spanish moss and 
artificial greenery.

13½”

4½”
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Throne and Fire Pots
•  1 large terra cotta-colored flower pot at least 10” deep 

•  1 square cardboard box (18-20 inch diameter or bigger)

•  2 gold space blankets (or enough to cover a chair)

•  Electric Campfire*

•  Giant Decorating Posters*

•  Sand-colored spray paint 

•  Chair

1.  Paint box a sandy color.

2.  Place terra cotta-colored flower pot on box. 

3.  Put the electric campfire in the pot. The rim of the pot should be about the 
same height as the campfire or just above the top of the campfire. If the 
campfire needs to be raised up, use a small box or crumpled newspaper. 

4.  Use the sand-colored hieroglyphics out of the poster pack to add detail to the 
sandy bases (cardboard boxes).

5.  For a golden thrown, cover a chair with space blankets, tucking the blankets 
in or using tape to secure it in place.

Down the Nile Hallway
•  Desert Sky Theme Backdrop*

•  Desert Sand Theme Backdrop*

•  Theme Backdrop Accessories*

•  Clear packing tape

• Scissors

Using clear packing tape, tape the Desert Sky backdrop to 
the Desert Sand backdrop. Do this by laying both facedown 
and taping the bottom of the Desert Sky backdrop to the top 
of the Desert Sand backdrop. Add some fun detail by taping 
the Theme Backdrop Accessories to the backdrop for a fun trip 
down the Nile.

Bulletin Board Fun
•  Giant Decorating Posters*                                 •   Hieroglyphic Alphabet (under “Program   

•  Beige and black colored construction paper           Resources” on the Clip Art & Resources CD)

•  Black marker               •  Scissors

Use the Giant Decorating Posters to draw attention and get kids excited about VBS or recruit volunteers. 
Pick your favorite poster and use it as the main covering of your bulletin board. Create a buzz by writing 
a secret code using the hieroglyphic alphabet provided on the clip art CD. Write your secret message on 
a beige piece of paper, use black construction paper to create a border, and tape onto the poster. Ask a 
silly question or tell them one of God’s truths, and have people write the answer or translation on a slip of 
paper and leave it in a box or basket. Be sure to post or hand out the hieroglyphic alphabet key in Sunday 
school so people can decipher the message.
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Great Egyptian Pyramid (VBS FunShop Exclusive)  
•  4 sheets of 4 ft. x 8 ft. cardboard (this can be found at packing 

supply stores)

•  Duct tape (we used tan)

•  Cutting blade

•  Cutting surface (spare cardboard works)

•  Yardstick 

•  Marker

•  God Sighting Stones* (3-4 packs)

•  Glue Dots*

1.  Take two sheets of cardboard, and lay them with the long sides  
(8-ft. length) together.

2. Tape the cardboard pieces together, making an 8 ft. x 8 ft. square. 

3. Draw a line diagonally from corner to corner with your yardstick.

4. Cut on the line all the way across. 

5. Repeat the process with the other two sheets of cardboard. 

You will only be using three of the four triangle pieces you just created. 
The long, 11-ft. sides of the triangles (the length you cut) will sit on the 
ground, while the two 8-ft. sides will become the height of the pyramid. 
You will start by taping the three triangles together while they are flat 
on the ground; then you will stand the pieces up to finish creating 
the pyramid.

Keeping this in mind, lay the short side of two triangles together and tape 
the seam (you will now have the shape of one large triangle). We found 
that taping both the inside and outside seam is necessary. Add the third 
triangle by first taping one short side of the triangle to the short side of 
one of the two triangles already taped together. Add tape to the underside 
of one of the remaining short sides. Stand the entire thing up forming a 
pyramid. Tape the final outside edge.

If you are using this as the God 
Sighting pyramid, it is now done 
and ready to be covered with God 
Sighting Stones during an amazing 
week at your Egypt VBS! If you are 
using this as decoration, use the 
Glue Dots to attach God Sighting 
Stones to the sides of the pyramid.

mummy musings
You can use the fourth triangle 

piece to create a pyramid for your 

preschool room! Just position the 

triangle against the wall and add 

God Sighting Stones.
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