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Good News, Great Joy! 
Devotions to Accompany the  

Good News, Great Joy! Finger Puppets
Enclosed are four FREE reproducible devotions, written to accompany 
the Good News, Great Joy! finger puppets activity pack (Item 
#GNJ3APK). You may make as many copies of the devotions as you 
would like for use in your own organization or congregation.

Also included in this package is a reproducible grown-ups’ sheet with 
four mini devotions to guide conversations at home. This resource 
and the corresponding grown-ups key fob (included in the pack) are 
designed to equip parents and guardians to talk about the worship time 
and the Word with their kids—so you can send the message from the 
classroom to the carpool to the kitchen table!

Here are some ways to use them . . .
•�Present�one�devotion�each�week�in�Sunday�school,�as�part�of�
worship time in your Christian day school, as part of worship 
time during midweek Bible club, or during the Sunday morning 
children’s sermon.

•�Give�one�set�of�four�Good News, Great Joy! devotions and finger 
puppets to each family during a family activity or Advent fair four 
weeks before Christmas. Encourage families to use one devotion at 
home each week as, together, they prepare to celebrate Christmas.

•�Host�a�Mom’s�Day�Out�or�other�community�event.�Use�the�
devotions and finger puppets to tell the story of Christmas to all 
the children who attend. Then give each family a set of Good News, 
Great Joy! devotions and finger puppets to take home.

Regardless of how you use the finger puppets and devotions, we pray 
that these activities will draw many individuals and families closer to 
their Savior, Jesus, as they prepare for Christmas during this joyful 
season. Visit www.CTAinc.com/FREE for more downloadable 
resources to use in your ministry.

May�our�Lord�continue�to�bless�all�the�work�you�do�for�his�people!



Pullout Reproducible Page * * * Good News, Great Joy Activity Kit  * * * Pullout Reproducible Page

Pullout Reproducible Page * * * Good News, Great Joy Activity Kit * * * Pullout Reproducible Page

Devotion 1: Gabriel Brings Good News to Mary
Getting Ready
Familiarize yourself with today’s devotion. Mark your Bible at Luke 1:26–38 so you 
can find it quickly during your presentation. You will need one set of finger puppets 
with the stickers affixed.

Print copies of the grown-ups’ sheet (page 9 of this packet) and cut along the dotted 
lines. Place a set of 4 mini devotions, a set of finger puppets, and a grown-ups’ key 
fob in each Good News, Great Joy! take-along bag. Think about how to distribute 
the bags as the devotion ends. You will send the activity kits home with the 
children today. If your group is large, ask a volunteer to help.

Introduction
(As you begin, hide the finger puppets nearby. Hold your Bible or have it nearby. 
Warmly greet the children and invite them to sit down near you.)

Think about a time you got good news. Maybe your dad picked you up after 
school and said, “Let’s go to the skate park.” Maybe your mom woke you up on 
Saturday morning and said, “It’s such a nice day. Let’s pack a picnic breakfast 
and go to (name a nearby amusement park or other attraction in your community).” 
Maybe you woke up to howling wind and blowing snow outside, and when you checked your school’s website—sure 
enough, it was a snow day! Good news for all the kids—and for many of the teachers, too!

Who can tell about a time they got good news? (Let one or two volunteers  
share briefly.)

Getting to the Heart
Christmas is a time when we hear of all kinds of good news. Good news about 
time off from school to rest and play. Good news about parties and fun with 
friends. Good news about presents and delicious food and time to be with  
our families. 

But the best news of all at Christmastime is the good news the angel Gabriel 
brought to Mary nine months before the very first Christmas. Before Mary 
and Joseph went to Bethlehem . . . before Mary settled down on a bed of 
straw . . . before she wrapped Baby Jesus in soft strips of cloth and placed 
him in the manger . . . before the shepherds and Wise Men came to worship 
Jesus . . . before all the songs and Christmas trees and decorations and cookies 
we enjoy today . . . before all the things we associate with Christmas, the angel Gabriel came to Mary with good news. 
(Place the Mary and Gabriel finger puppets on two fingers of one hand—or ask to use a volunteer’s fingers—and show them 
to the children as you continue.)

Gabriel is one of God’s holy angels. He is strong and wise; he always obeys God perfectly. (We don’t always obey 
perfectly, do we?) God sent Gabriel from heaven to earth with an important message for us. What would you think if 
you saw an angel? (Let volunteers respond.) 

No one on earth had ever heard a more important message than the message Gabriel brought! The message was for 
Mary, and it was very good news.

Continued
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Listen as I read about that from God’s Book, the Bible. See if you can figure out what this good news was. (Read Luke 
1:26–38. If you teach younger children or if your time is limited, focus on verses 28–31, below.) 

He came to her and said, “Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with you!” But she was greatly troubled at the saying, 
and tried to discern what sort of greeting this might be. And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have 
found favor with God. And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus. 
Luke 1:28–31

What good news did the angel Gabriel bring to Mary? (Let volunteers share.) Yes, Mary was going to be the mother of 
Baby Jesus—our Savior! 

What did Mary say when she heard that good news? (Again, let volunteers answer. Ask leading questions to help the 
children realize that Mary fully submitted to God’s will. She gladly obeyed, calling herself the Lord’s “servant.” She was willing 
to be Baby Jesus’ mother.)

When a baby is born, most of the people who hear about it smile. Babies bring joy into families. But Baby Jesus 
brought a very special kind of joy, a unique, one-of-a-kind joy. Baby Jesus was born to be our Savior. Because of Baby 
Jesus, we can have peace with God. You see, Baby Jesus was born to die—to die on the cross for our sins. When Baby 
Jesus grew up, he did just that for us. Now, everyone who trusts in Jesus belongs to God’s family. God will love us, 
forgive us, and care for us always, forever and ever. Amen! 

I would like to teach you a cheer about the good news and great joy we celebrate at Christmas. Listen, and when you 
think you know what to do, clap and speak along with me: 

(Clap on each X below.)
Good news! XX Great joy! XX
For every girl XX and every boy, XX
Older kids, XX and grown-ups, too, XX
Come, see what God has done for you! (Point at all the children and smile.)

Taking It Home
(Invite the children to pray with you, repeating each phrase after you say it.) 
Heavenly Father,
thank you for the good news
that you sent our Savior.
Thank you for Gabriel and his message.
Thank you for Mary.
Thank you especially for Baby Jesus!
Teach us to trust his love more and more.
Amen. 

(Give each child a take-along bag with the Good News, Great Joy! finger puppets and grown-ups’ sheets to take home. Tell 
them—and any adults who are listening—that there is a note and present for the grown-ups at their home in their bag.

Encourage them to place the stickers on the figures and use the puppets to practice telling the Christmas story this week, 
especially Gabriel’s visit to Mary. Also encourage them to pray about friends who don’t know the good news that Gabriel 
shared with Mary. How could they use the puppets to tell their friends about the first Christmas and about Jesus, our Savior?)
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Devotion 2: Good News! Great Joy! Baby Jesus Is Born!
Getting Ready
Familiarize yourself with today’s devotion. Mark your Bible at Luke 2:1–7 so you can find it quickly during your 
presentation. You will need one set of finger puppets with the stickers affixed.

If some children did not receive the Good News, Great Joy! activity kits and mini devotions last time, have some activity 
packs in take-along bags available to give them. 

Introduction
(As you begin, slip the Mary puppet on one finger of your right hand and the Gabriel puppet on one finger on your left 
hand—or ask to use a volunteer’s fingers.)

Most of you recognize these finger puppets from last time, don’t you? Who remembers these puppets’ names? (Invite 
volunteers to respond.) Yes, the angel’s name is Gabriel and the woman’s name is Mary. 

How did Mary and the angel Gabriel meet? Yes, God sent Gabriel to earth to share some good news with Mary, the 
good news that she would have a baby. It would be Baby Jesus, our Savior.

What did Mary say when she heard this message? Yes, she said she was God’s servant. She would do what God had asked. 

Getting to the Heart
Gabriel brought a simple message. It was a wonderful message—a wonderful, simple message about the very first 
Christmas ever.

Christmastime today isn’t so simple, is it? In fact, our Christmases nowadays 
can get busy, busy, busy, very busy! Our families have lots and lots and lots to 

do! With all the busy-ness and all the stuff to do, we can easily forget about 
the first Christmas and about the Baby Jesus. We can forget about the 
good news and the great joy Jesus brings.

What keeps families so busy at Christmastime? (Let volunteers answer.) 
Yes, we may shop and shop and shop. We may go to party after party after 

party. We may bake and bake and bake. We may spend days and days finding 
just the right Christmas tree and decorating it. We may practice, practice, practice for special Christmas concerts and 
other events. 

These are not bad things. We have fun doing most of them. Some of them bless us and many other people, too. But 
whose birthday is it, anyway? Yes, it’s Jesus’ birthday. What if it were your birthday, and all your friends got so, so busy 
getting ready, they forgot all about you!? That wouldn’t be so good, would it? 

At Christmastime, Jesus wants us to think about him most of all. In wanting that, he is not being selfish or mean. 
Instead, he knows it is best for us! When we think about Jesus and his love for us at Christmastime, when we remember 
what a very, very, very good friend he is, that good news brings joy to our hearts. Great joy!

I’m going to read part of the Christmas story from God’s Book right now. Listen, and be ready to tell me the part 
that brings great joy to you. (Place the Joseph finger puppet on your finger, next to the Mary finger puppet—or ask to use 
a volunteer’s finger. Read Luke 2:1–7 from your Bible or below. Use as much expression as possible, reading as though the 
children were hearing it for the first time. Some of them might be!)

Continued
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In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be registered. This was the first registration 
when Quirinius was governor of Syria. And all went to be registered, each to his own town. And Joseph also went up from 
Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house 
and lineage of David, to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. And while they were there, the time 
came for her to give birth. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a 
manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. Luke 2:1–7

What part of this story brings great joy to you? (Let volunteers respond.) 

Why did Baby Jesus come to earth? (Place the Baby Jesus finger puppet on your hand or your volunteer’s hand with the 
Mary and Joseph figures. Again, let volunteers respond. Jesus was born to be our Savior.)

Baby Jesus didn’t stay a baby, of course. Like you and me, he grew up. Mary and Joseph cared for Jesus as he grew. Jesus 
became a great teacher. He did many miracles. He made sick people well and sad people happy.  

Then one day, Jesus’ enemies arrested him. They killed him on the cross! Jesus died for our sins—for the bad things we 
do and for the good things we fail to do. Jesus took our punishment so we wouldn’t have to take it. That’s Good News! 

And here’s the best news of all: Jesus didn’t stay dead. God brought Jesus back to life. Jesus is alive, and he will be our 
friend and Savior forever!

Last time, we learned a cheer about the good news that brings great joy. If you remember it, join me. If not, listen and 
then join in when you know what to say: 

(Clap on each X below.)
Good news! XX Great joy! XX
For every girl XX and every boy, XX
Older kids, XX and grown-ups, too, XX
Come, see what God has done for you! (Point at all the children and smile.)

Taking It Home
(After each line of the prayer, pause while the children repeat your words.)

Dear Jesus,
thank you for Christmastime!
Thank you for being born as a baby.
Thank you for dying for us
and for being our Savior!
Teach us to love you more and more.
Amen.

(If some children did not receive a take-along bag with Good News, Great Joy! finger puppets and grown-ups’ devotions, send 
these home with them today. As you do so, remind each child that God wants them to know the good news and have the great 
joy that Jesus brings.

Remind them—and any adults who are listening—that there is a grown-ups’ note to go with today’s message in the pack you 
sent home last time. Have extra copies of these on hand in case some parents misplaced theirs.)
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Devotion 3: Shepherds Hear the Good News
Getting Ready
Familiarize yourself with today’s devotion. Mark your Bible at Luke 2:8–14 so you can find it quickly during your 
presentation. You will need one set of finger puppets with the stickers affixed.

If some children did not receive the Good News, Great Joy! activity kits and mini devotions last time, have some activity 
packs in take-along bags available to give them.

Introduction
(As you begin, have the Mary, Joseph, Baby Jesus, and angel Gabriel finger puppets nearby. You will need the shepherd 
puppet, too, but keep it out of sight at first. Warmly greet the children and invite them to sit down near you.)

Have you been practicing with your puppets? Can you use them to tell the story of the very first Christmas? (Let 
volunteers share different ways they have been practicing a presentation of Jesus’ birth. Then hold up the puppets one by one.)

Who is this? Yes, it’s the angel Gabriel. How does he fit into the Christmas story? Yes, he brought 
Mary the good news that she would be the mother of Baby Jesus.

Who is this? Yes, this is Mary, Jesus’ mother. And this? Yes, this is Joseph, 
Jesus’ earthly father. Together, Mary and Joseph protected Baby Jesus from 
harm. They cared for him when he was a baby and as he grew up, too.

Who is this? Yes, this is Baby Jesus. Jesus is God, and he became a human being 
for us. Why did Jesus come to earth? (Invite volunteers to respond.) Yes, Jesus came 

to be our Savior. He died on the cross to take away our sins.

Getting to the Heart
(Hold up the shepherd puppet.) This is a puppet we haven’t talked much about 

so far. Can anyone tell us who this is? (Let volunteers respond.) Yes, this puppet 
is a shepherd, one of the shepherds from the Christmas story. 

Tell me what you know about the shepherds and how they fit into the Christmas 
story. (Invite each volunteer to share one fact. When everyone has had an opportunity to 

contribute, take additional comments from those who have already spoken.)

You already know many things. Let’s read about the shepherds from God’s Book, 
the Bible. Listen to see what new things you can learn. (Read Luke 2:8–14 from your 

Bible or below. Add as much drama and suspense as you can to communicate the wonder of 
God’s love.)

In the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night. And an angel of the Lord 
appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were filled with great fear. And the angel said 
to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. For unto you is born this 
day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in 
swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising 
God and saying,

“Glory to God in the highest, 
and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!” Luke 2:8–14

Here’s a secret not many people know. Back in the time Jesus was born, not everyone liked shepherds. In fact, shepherds 
were outcasts. For one thing, they were usually poor and didn’t have much schooling. People often accused them of 

Continued
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stealing—and sometimes, this was true! Shepherds lived with their sheep, much of the time outside. This meant that 
their clothes weren’t very clean, and they didn’t always smell very nice. Few people wanted shepherds as friends.

But when God sent Baby Jesus into the world, the first people he told—after Mary and Joseph—were shepherds! By 
doing this, God showed that he loves all people alike. 

•�I�hope�that�you�have�lots�of�friends.�But�even�when�you�feel�lonely�and�left�out,�God�loves�you!�
•�I�hope�that�you�obey�all�the�Commandments�and�show�Jesus’�love�to�everyone�around�you.�But�even�when�you�
disobey, even when you are crabby or mean to others, God keeps on loving you! Because of Jesus, God forgives 
every one of your sins. Every single one! 
•�I�hope�that�you�live�in�a�warm,�clean�home�and�that�you�have�nice�clothes�to�wear.�But�even�if�you�don’t,�even�if�
other people make fun of you because of it, Jesus still wants to be your very best Friend.

Rich or poor, God loves you because of Jesus! Sick or well, God loves you because of Jesus! Popular or not, God loves 
you because of Jesus! And he will go right on loving you and forgiving you all your life long—just because of Jesus!

That’s the good news that brings great joy at Christmastime—and all year round, too!

We have been learning a cheer about that. If you remember it, join in right away. If not, listen and then join in when 
you know what to say: 

(Clap on each X below.)
Good news! XX Great joy! XX
For every girl XX and every boy, XX
Older kids, XX and grown-ups, too, XX
Come, see what God has done for you! (Point at all the children and smile.)

Taking It Home
(After each line of the prayer, pause while the children repeat your words.)

Dear Jesus,
we sometimes disobey you.
We sometimes hurt other people.
We see many good things to do,
but often we don’t do them.
Please forgive us.
Thank you for being our Friend
every day, no matter what.
Amen.

(If some children did not receive a take-along bag with Good News, Great Joy! finger puppets and grown-ups’ devotions, send 
these home with them today. As you do so, remind each child that God wants them to know the good news and have the great 
joy that Jesus brings.

Also remind them—and any adults who are listening—that there is a grown-ups’ note to go with today’s message  
in the pack you sent home. Have extra copies of these on hand in case some parents misplaced theirs.)
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Devotion 4: Tell the Good News! Share the Great Joy! 
Getting Ready
Familiarize yourself with today’s devotion. Mark your Bible at Luke 2:15–20 so you can find it quickly during your 
presentation. You will need one set of finger puppets with the stickers affixed.

If some children did not receive the Good News, Great Joy! activity kits and mini devotions last time, have some activity 
packs in take-along bags available to give them. 

Introduction
(As you begin, have all five finger puppets nearby. Once 
again, warmly greet the children and invite them to sit down 
near you.)

Think about something really good that happened this 
past week, something that’s very exciting, something 
that brought great joy to you or your family. Who wants 
to tell us about their good news? Remember, though, not to 
share any Christmas secrets! Shhhh about those, okay? (Let several 
volunteers share. As they do, show your own excitement and joy at their 
good news.)

Getting to the Heart
When good things happen to us, we sometimes feel as though our hearts will burst 
unless we tell someone! That’s what makes Christmas secrets so much fun. It’s what makes Christmas secrets so hard 
to keep, too. We’d love to share the secret, but keeping the secret is part of the fun.

There’s one Christmas secret, though, that we do want to share. We never want to keep this good news secret from 
anyone. In fact, God doesn’t want us to keep it secret at all, not ever! Who knows what that secret could be? (Invite 
volunteers to answer, but don’t comment yourself until everyone who wants to share has done so.)

The Christmas secret I’m talking about is the good news that brings great joy. It’s the news the angels told the shepherds. 
It’s the news the shepherds told everyone they met. Listen to Luke 2:15–20 and see if you can learn more about what 
this good news is. (Read the text below or from your Bible with as much drama as you can.)

When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and 
see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made known to us.” And they went with haste and found Mary 
and Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. And when they saw it, they made known the saying that had been told them 
concerning this child. And all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured up all these 
things, pondering them in her heart. And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and 
seen, as it had been told them. Luke 2:15–20

Now, pretend you are one of the shepherds, telling someone in your family what just happened, what you saw and 
heard out in the fields that night. What would you say? (Let several volunteers act this out.)

You did really well with that! Good job! But there’s one problem. We’re not shepherds, are we? We’re (name yourself and 
some of the children in the group—for example, Robbie, Francis, Elijah, Eva, and T.J.) and we live here in (name your town 
and state). We can’t talk to the shepherds’ family members or the people who live in Bethlehem. We’ve never met them, 
and we don’t live there. Most of us have never even visited there!

Continued
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Does that mean we must keep the good news of Christmas bottled up inside? Do we keep it a secret? Not at all. 
Pretend I’m one of your friends. Tell me the good news of Christmas. (Let several volunteers act this out. Encourage them 
to use all five Good News! Great Joy! finger puppets to tell the Christmas story itself. Encourage them to talk about what 
Jesus’ forgiveness and friendship means to them as they personalize the meaning of the Christmas story.)

What Jesus did for us is the best news ever! It brings the greatest joy ever! 

We’ve learned a cheer about the good news that brings great joy at Christmastime and all year round. If you remember it, 
join in right away. If not, listen and then join in when you know what to say: 

(Clap on each X below.)
Good news! XX Great joy! XX
For every girl XX and every boy, XX
Older kids, XX and grown-ups, too, XX
Come, see what God has done for you! (Point at all the children and smile.)
Now, we’re going to change it a bit. Here’s the new version: 
Good news! XX Great joy! XX
For every girl XX and every boy, XX
Older kids, XX and grown-ups, too, XX
Go, tell what God has done for you! (Point out past the children and smile.)

Repeat several times, inviting the children to join in when they know what to say.

Taking It Home
(After each line of the prayer, pause while the children repeat your words.)
Dear Jesus,
you love us so much!
You are our very best Friend!
The good news of Christmas
is the very, very, very best news of all!
Teach us to share this good news
in our family,
with our friends,
and everywhere we go.
We love you, Jesus! Amen.

(If some children have not yet received a set of the Good News, Great Joy! finger puppets and grown-ups’ mini devotions, send 
take-along bags home with them today. Remind them—and any adults who are listening—that there is a grown-ups’ note to go 
with today’s message in the pack you sent home. Have extra copies of these on hand in case some parents misplaced theirs.

Encourage them to use the puppets as they practice telling the Christmas story. Also encourage them to think and pray about 
friends who don’t know the good news about the first Christmas and about Jesus, our Savior. Ask Jesus to help them tell their 
friends what Jesus means to them.)
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1. Gabriel Brings Good News
(Luke 1:26–38)

The angel Gabriel brought good news to Mary. Listen!  
(Read Luke 2:26–38.) 

If you saw an angel, how would you feel?

What news did the angel Gabriel bring?  

(Pray together:) Heavenly Father, thank you for Gabriel, for 
Mary—for Christmas! Thank you especially for Baby Jesus, our 
Savior. Teach us to trust his love more and more. Amen. 

* This week: use the question on the grown-ups’ key fob to start a conversation on 
the way to/from school.

2. Baby Jesus Is Born! 
(Luke 2:1–7)

What activity is the most fun for you at Christmastime? (Listen 
and respond to answers. Then continue:) Those are all good things. 
But the most important thing is remembering Jesus’ birthday. It 
brings great joy to our hearts!

(Read Luke 2:1–7.) Why did Baby Jesus come to earth? 

(Pray together:) Dear Jesus, you were born for us. You died for 
us. You live for us. Thank you for being our Friend and Savior. 
Amen.

* This week: use the question on the grown-ups’ key fob to start a conversation on 
the way to/from school.

3. Shepherds Hear the Good News
(Luke 2:8–14)

What do you know about the shepherds? 

Listen to what else the Bible says. (Read Luke 2:8–14.) 

When God sent the Savior into the world, the first people he 
told—after Mary and Joseph—were shepherds: just ordinary 
people, sinners like us. What does this show us about God?

(Pray together:) Heavenly Father, thank you so much for 
loving us and sending Jesus to take away all our sins! This 
Good News brings us great joy! Amen.  

* This week: use the activity idea on the grown-ups’ key fob to start a 
conversation on the way to/from school.

4. Tell the Good News! 
(Luke 2:15–20)

The shepherds watched the night sky explode with angels! 
Thousands of angels! What Good News did the angels share?

Listen to what the shepherds did then. (Read Luke 2:15–20.)

What do you think the shepherds told their friends? 

Pretend I’m one of your friends. Tell me the Good News  
of Christmas.

(Pray together:) Dear Jesus, thank you for the Good News of 
Christmas! Help us to share your love today and every day. 
Amen.
* This week: use the activity idea on the grown-ups’ key fob to start a 

conversation on the way to/from school.
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