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Lent 2016  

February 10 - Ash Wednesday 

March 20 - Palm Sunday  

March 24 - Maundy Thursday March 25 
- Good Friday  

March 26 - Easter Vigil  

March 27 - Easter Sunday  
   

     
  
  

40 Days of Giving   

Household Devotions  
  

Welcome to the 40 Days of  Giving   

Household Devotional  
  

This devotional is written for all ages and feel free to add where needed!   

The structure is simple:   



 

- Each day gather your household and connect (Faith + Connect) 
with the questions offered for the week.   
  

- Then read the Bible passage assigned for the day (five days only) 
and discuss the reflection  questions.   
  

- There is a weekly service (Faith + Serve)  opportunity as well as a 
prayer (Faith +Pray) for the week and a blessing (Faith + Bless) to offer 
each other at the close of your devotional time.   

May the word of God dwell in you richly this Lenten season as we focus 
on all what God has given us!  

   
  
Pastor Brigette Weier  
    



Faith + Connect:  
  

 Week 1: Feb. 14th  

For your household check-in for the season of Lent use this or  
similar questions: Where did you experience generosity today? How did you offer 
generosity today? Where did you see God’s generosity?   
  
Feb. 15: Luke 4: 1-2  
Reflection: Have you ever gone a whole day without food? What was that like? If 
not, what do you think that would be like?  
  

Feb 16: Luke 4: 3-4  
Reflection: What do you need in your life as much as food and water?   
  

Feb 17: Luke 4: 5-8  
Reflection: How would someone in your class/workplace know that you worship 
and serve God?  
  

Feb 18: Luke 4: 9-13  
Reflection: Tell of a time when you were hurt physically, emotionally (sad), or 
spiritually (wondering) and how God was with you. How did you know?   
   

Feb 19: Luke 4: 1-13  
Reflection: We all have things we want and desire: food, power, wealth, health. 
What do you think God desires for us? How does this story of Jesus help us to 
know who God is in our lives and that God loves us?   
  

Faith + Serve: God promises to love us, care for us and to be with us. God also 
gives us each other (community) for these same reasons. When someone “helps” 
us we sometimes feel inadequate or that we aren’t good enough but “help” from 
someone is really about love! When someone helps you this week say, “thank you 
for showing me God’s love.”   



Faith + Connect:  
  

Faith +Pray: Ever present God, thank you for being with us in hard and joyful 
times. Thank you for never leaving us alone and giving us loving community. May 
we receive and give love generously. Amen.   
  

 Faith + Bless: +Receive and give the love of God always+   

    
Week 2: Feb. 21st  

  
Did you have any difficult conversations today? Did you have  

any easy conversations? What made them hard or difficult? Where did you 
experience God in those conversations?   
  

Feb. 22: Luke 13: 31-33  
Reflection: Have you been in conversation with someone about faith? What was 
hard about that conversation? What was easy? How can we talk to someone who is 
different from us with love and clarity?  
  

Feb. 23: Luke 13: 34:   
Reflection: How do we separate ourselves from people we see as “different”? How 
do you think God sees all people?   
  

Feb. 24: Psalm 27: 1-3  
Reflection: When was a time you were afraid today? How were you confident in 
who you are as a child of God today?  
  

Feb. 25: Psalm 27: 4-6  
Reflection: What is a worry that you can tell God about today? What is one 
celebration?   
  



Faith + Connect:  
Feb. 26: Psalm 27: 7-14  
Reflection: God promises to love you always. Where do you see the “goodness of 
the Lord” today?  
  

Faith + Serve: Look at the internet news, newspaper or other media for “the 
goodness of the Lord.” Look for ways (large and small) to point to God’s goodness 
in the world today and pick one way to reveal God’s goodness through action or 
prayer this week.  
  

Faith + Pray: God of Goodness, you comfort us when we are afraid and walk with 
us in uncertainty. We pray with all who are afraid and uncertain today. May your 
goodness and peace flow through all of creation. Amen.  
  

Faith + Blessing: +Be strong and wait for the Lord+  

   

    
Week 3: Feb. 28th   

  
Where did you see God today? What was joyful today? What  

was hard today?  
  

Feb. 29: Isaiah 55: 1-5  
Reflection: God’s abundant love is for everyone and is not dependent on money, 
status or actions. Write a prayer about God’s unconditional love today.   
  

Mar. 1: Isaiah 55: 6-7  
Reflection: God forgives abundantly too. Who do you need to forgive? From 
whom might you need forgiveness? How can you start such a conversation?   
  

Mar. 2: Isaiah 55: 8-9  



Faith + Connect:  
Reflection: God is God and we cannot know what God thinks so it’s important for 
us to be open to what God is doing that we may not understand. What do you 
wonder about today?  
  

Mar. 3: Luke 13: 1-5  
Reflection: Jesus’ questions cause us to think about who we are as a complete 
community. Have any not sinned? Is anyone perfect? How do we live together in 
our differences? Do differences matter to God?  
   

Mar. 4: Luke 13: 6-9  
Reflection: We might view some people around us as “not bearing fruit.” But how 
do we know what God is doing with them, in them and through them? What would 
it be like to view ourselves and each other through the gentle and graceful eyes of 
God?   
  

Faith + Pray: God of Justice, You gather us all as one people with different gifts, 
different viewpoints, and different ways of bearing fruit. We pray to be one in your 
love, one in your mercy and one in your justice for sake of the whole creation. 
Amen.  
  

Faith + Serve: Pray the news this week. Pray with those people and situations that 
you don’t understand. Pray with those whom you disagree with. Prayer connects us 
to God and to one another. Connection leads us to care and love. Prayer spurs us to 
action with and on behalf of our neighbor!  

Faith + Bless: +We are one in Christ+    

    
Week 4: March 6th  

  

Did you feel included or excluded in groups today? How does  
that feel? How did you make others feel included today? Where did you feel part 
of God’s family today?   
  



Faith + Connect:  
Mar. 7: Luke 15: 11-14  
Reflection: We hear of people “losing everything” and starting over. How would 
you feel if your home and possessions were suddenly all gone?   
  

Mar. 8: Luke 15: 15-19  
Reflection: We all do “worst case scenario” planning in our lives. Sometimes we 
even plan to have to confess that we messed up whether we think we need to 
confess or not. God gives us grace even before we know we need it. Why do you 
think it’s important for us to confess our mistakes to God and each other?   
  

Mar. 9: Luke 15: 20-24  
Reflection: God celebrates us and all of creation every day. What was the last 
event or person you really celebrated?   
   

Mar. 10: Luke 15: 25-32  
Reflection: Celebration is not about us but about what God is doing with us and 
through us, even when it seems we may not deserve it. Write down all the ways 
that you rejoice what God is doing in the world today.   
  

Mar. 11: Luke 15: 11-32: This story is about including someone even when they 
try and exclude themselves by running away. In the community of God’s people 
all are welcome all the time. Take time to reach out to someone new or someone 
who you normally don’t speak to today.   
  

Faith +Pray: God of all, you include all people, in all times and in all places in 
your work of forgiveness, love and mercy. Open us to this work and move our 
hands, feet and hearts to invite all of creation into your celebration. Amen.  
  

Faith + Serve: Connect with a food bank or pantry this week. See what food they 
need and make a donation. If they have volunteers, offer to stock shelves or assist 
those attending the pantry. Make cards with words of encouragement and love on 



Faith + Connect:  
them to go with the food such as “You belong to God,” “God rejoices in you,” or 
“God is always with you.”   
  

Faith + Bless: +God rejoices in you+     
Week 5: March 13th  

  

What brings you joy today? Where do you see God’s  
abundance? Where do you see the world’s fear of not enough?   
  

Mar. 14: John 12: 1-2  
Reflection: If Jesus came to your home for dinner what would you cook? What 
would you talk about? Jesus DOES come to our homes! Jesus is always with us!   
  

Mar. 15: John 12: 3  
Reflection: How do you show someone that you love them? Mary anointed Jesus’ 
feet with perfume. God lavishes love on us every day! Where do you experience 
God’s lavish love today?  
  

Mar. 16: John 12: 4-6  
Reflection: Money is not always the way to solve a problem such as poverty, but it 
is a resource that God gives us to use wisely. What other resources besides money 
does God give us to share?  
  

Mar. 17: John 12: 7-8  
Reflection: Relationships are more important than money. Write a note to someone 
today telling them that you love them and so does God!   
  

Mar. 18: Psalm 126  
Reflection: God seeks to restore us and all of creation to wholeness and this is 
good news! Discuss the difference between happiness and joy.  



Faith + Connect:  
  

Faith + Pray: God of Abundance, you give us what we need for daily life, to serve 
our neighbor and to love our neighbor. May your love and our joy in you flow like 
oil to anoint the world with your mercy and hope. Amen.  
  

Faith + Serve: We often have more than what we need and we keep “extra” items 
out of fear of not having enough. Go through your home looking for duplicates of 
items and give away the duplicate item.   
  

Faith + Bless: +May your life shout with the joy of Christ+  

   

     



 

 Week 6: March 20th  
  

Faith + Connect: What was your high today? What was your low? Where did you 
experience care from someone else? Where did you offer care to someone?   
  

Mar. 21: John 13: 1-5  
Reflection: Jesus came to serve and to show that God will do anything to be with 
us. Take time today to reflect on the verse, “Having loved his own who were in the 
world, he loved them to the end.” Journal or draw your thoughts on this statement.  
  

Mar. 22: John 13: 6-11  
Reflection: In our American 21st century culture we like to think that we can care 
for ourselves. But the truth is that we need God and each other. Jesus makes it 
clear that we must let God wash us. How can you practice receiving care from God 
and other people today?   
  

Mar. 23: John 13: 12-15  
Reflection: We struggle to follow the ways of Jesus. Jesus washed Judas’ feet 
despite knowing what Judas was about to do. We, too, are called to care even for 
those who might harm us. Look for how you can offer love and care without 
judgment of someone else’s actions today.  
   

Mar. 24: John 13: 16-20  
Reflection: Being open to new people in our lives can be difficult. But we are to 
see Christ in all people that we encounter. As you work or play with classmates, 
colleagues or neighbor remember that we are to see Christ in them. Notice if that 
changes your perspective on people today.  
  

Mar. 25:1 Cor. 11: 23-26  
Reflection: The words of institution of Holy Communion are some of the best 
known words of the Bible and in our liturgy. Each week we tell the story of Jesus’ 
true presence in bread and wine and that we celebrate the day that all people are 
gathered at God’s abundant feast. Bake bread to share with friends and offer a note 
that says, “The Lord is with you!”  



 

  

Faith + Pray: Jesus, the bread of life, you wash us in your love and mercy. Open 
us to receive your love and care from our neighbor and to offer your love and care 
to those who may not like us. We are grateful that you come to us each and every 
day in water, bread and wine to proclaim that we are loved and you are with us! 
Amen.  
  
Faith + Serve: Save all of the loose change in your household this week to donate 
to ELCA World Hunger.  
  

Faith + Bless: +May you receive and give the love of Jesus Christ now and 
forever+   
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