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Preparation: Cover the floor with black plastic, using masking or duct tape to 
tape it down. 
Set up work zones: paint zone, cutting zone, tracing zone, and construction zone.

Protective Gear: Always use gloves when painting, goggles and heat 
gloves when using the hot knife, and goggles and gloves when doing construction work.

Foam Tip: Take off the protective coating on both sides of foam before cutting.

Transparency Tips:
1.  Make items from overhead transparencies as big or as small as your room will allow. 

You don’t have to match our dimensions exactly. 
2.  Use masking tape to hold your transparencies in place on the projector. This way, if a 

gust of wind blows through or someone bumps the table, it’s easy to get everything to 
line back up.

3.  Don’t worry about how consistently dark or light your tracings are on the foam. Paint 
is going to cover up all your lines.

4.  Have some yardsticks on hand for drawing straight lines. Romans were perfectionists 
about straight columns and stairs.

Paint: 
We used these Sherwin-Williams paint colors, but feel free to use the colors and brand 
of your choice. 

Anjou Pear

Gentian

Luxurious Red

Major Blue

Solitude

Take Five

Invigorate

Black

White
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IS

T • eight 4’ x 8’ pieces of  2” thick foam 

• aqueduct transparency

• overhead projector

• marker

• hot knife and heat gun (if available)

• razor

• sanding block

• safety gloves and glasses

• Great Stuff adhesive

• 10-penny nails

• butcher paper

• stapler and staples

• masking tape

• paint brushes and rollers

• 2 buckets

• spray bottle

• water, stir sticks

PAINT:

Gentian

Major Blue

Take Five
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 1 1.  Stand three pieces of foam side-by-side 
vertically as straight as possible along a 
wall, and project your transparency onto 
the foam. You can make your aqueduct as 
big or as small as your space requires; if 
your area is small, you may only be able to 
use two pieces of foam per side instead of 
three. Using your marker, trace the image 
of the aqueduct onto the foam. Don’t worry 
about dark lines, as everything will be 
covered with paint later.

2.  Now trace the same image onto your 
next three foam panels in the same way.

3.  Take all your panels to the cutting zone, 
and use your hot knife to cut out your 
aqueduct design. From extra foam pieces, 
you’ll also need to cut out eleven pieces 
of foam 2 feet long and 4 inches wide. 
These will serve as spacers between the 
two sides of the aqueduct.

4.  Lay the foam pieces flat on the ground, 
and use Great Stuff adhesive to join the 
three panels on each of your sides. Don’t 
scrape any ooze; let it dry, and then use a 
razor blade to scrape off the excess. This 
creates a smooth joint.

5.  With the help of volunteers, stand the 
two sides of your aqueduct up. Have one 
volunteer start attaching the 2-foot-long 
spacers between the two sides using the 
Great Stuff adhesive and 10-penny nails 
driven through the sides into the spacers in 
between. We put 5 spacers at the very top, 
3 at mid-level, and 3 at the bottom. Again, 
use a razor to scrape off excess adhesive 
after it has dried.
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6.  Measure the two ends of your aqueduct 

to figure out how much foam you’ll need 
to cover them from edge to edge with 
endcaps. Cut the endcaps out of your last 
two pieces of foam.

7.  Use Great Stuff and nails to attach your 
endcaps to your structure.

8.  When the glue has dried adequately and 
your aqueduct is structurally sound, it’s 
time to add butcher paper to your arches. 
Depending on the size of your paper, you 
may have to fold the width to fit. Cut a 
length of butcher paper that will cover the 
length of each inside arch plus a few extra 
inches in case you need it. Fold in the side 
edges of the paper so the width goes to 
the outside edge of your foam sides. You’ll 
need volunteers to help you place the paper 
in place. Use a stapler to staple along the 
edges about every 2-3 inches. It helps if you 
can have volunteers working on the same 
arch with you, stapling both sides at the 
same time. Next, use masking tape to cover 
the staples, using as long pieces of tape 
as possible to join the paper to the foam 
smoothly. We felt the staples plus masking 
tape helped hold the paper more securely 
than just one or the other.

9.  While the paper arches are being installed 
(or afterwards), you can have multiple 
helpers (depending on your number of 
hot knives) start carving out the “bricks” 
around the outside edges of the arches and 
sculpting the foam into rock. Cut all hard 
90-degree edges to 45-degree angles. Use 
the curved hot blade to sculpt the bricks. 
“Chunk” out the foam to simulate rock, and 
use a sanding block to roughen edges. If 
you have access to a heat gun, you could 
also use that to add texture.



A
q
u
ed

u
ct

 3
10.  Time to paint! In a bucket, mix some 

MAJOR BLUE and water with a stir stick 
until the paint is the consistency of melted 
ice cream. Do the same with GENTIAN. 
Use paint brushes and rollers to get 
the paint on the aqueduct. There is no 
wrong way to get the two colors on the 
aqueduct—mix it up, and have fun! Work 
carefully on the paper to avoid tearing 
it. Use your spray bottle to lighten and 
“stretch” the paint in areas. It doesn’t 
take much to get color on the foam. Let 
the structure dry. It may take the paper 
longer to dry, so be patient. See the detail 
pictures for ideas.
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Preparation: Cover the floor with black plastic, using masking or duct tape to 
tape it down.
Set up work zones: paint zone, cutting zone, tracing zone, and construction zone.

Protective Gear: Always use gloves when painting, goggles and heat 
gloves when using the hot knife, and goggles and gloves when doing construction work.

Foam Tip: Take off the protective coating on both sides of foam before cutting.

Transparency Tips:
1.  Make items from overhead transparencies as big or as small as your room will allow. 

You don’t have to match our dimensions exactly. 
2.  Use masking tape to hold your transparencies in place on the projector. This way, if a 

gust of wind blows through or someone bumps the table, it’s easy to get everything to 
line back up.

3.  Don’t worry about how consistently dark or light your tracings are on the foam. Paint 
is going to cover up all your lines.

4.  Have some yardsticks on hand for drawing straight lines. Romans were perfectionists 
about straight columns and stairs.

Paint: 
We used these Sherwin-Williams paint colors, but feel free to use the colors and brand 
of your choice.

Anjou Pear

Gentian

Luxurious Red

Major Blue

Solitude

Take Five

Invigorate

Black

White
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IS

T • four 4’ x 8’  pieces of 2” thick foam

• duct tape

• colosseum transparencies

• overhead projector

• marker

• hot knife

• safety goggles and gloves

•  paint roller, sea sponge, wide bristle brush, 
and thin brush for painting details

PAINT:

Gentian

Solitude

Take Five

Black

White
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 1 We made two halves of the colosseum for 

our background which sat in back of the 
parthenon. This made it look larger, and we 
didn’t have to make an entire front section of 
the colosseum. It made it more manageable to 
create and set up.

Prep: Each half of the colosseum requires 
two 4’ x 8’ foam pieces. Lay two pieces of 
the foam on the floor with the 8’ sides butted 
against each other. With volunteers holding 
the pieces together firmly, run a strip of duct 
tape from the top to the bottom of the seam. 
Reinforce seam with another strip of duct tape. 
(Make sure that you have removed the clear 
plastic coating from the foam.)

Repeat for the second half of the colosseum.

1.  Project the first colosseum transparency 
onto one of the foam pieces you just 
prepared, making it as large as possible. 
Don’t lean the foam too much against the 
wall; stand it up as straight as you can. Use 
a marker to trace. Don’t worry about how 
dark the lines are; paint will eventually 
cover them up.

2.  Project the second colosseum 
transparency onto your second piece of 
foam, and trace it. (BE SURE the second 
half of your colosseum is a reverse of the 
first half.)

If you prefer, you could just use a single 
transparency and flip it to create the 
second half of the colosseum, as shown in 
the Decorating Places DVD.

3.  Move to your cutting zone, and using a 
straight hot knife blade, cut out the two 
colosseum pieces and all the doorways. 
Notch out the long horizontal lines above 
and below the doorways with the curved 
blade for depth, to create three distinct 
levels.
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4.  Move the foam pieces to your painting 
zone, and let’s start painting!

Use a paint roller, and paint the entire 
colosseum SOLITUDE. Mix up a darker gray  
by adding a couple tablespoons of black to 
a small amount of TAKE FIVE, and sponge 
the gray over the SOLITUDE to create a 
stone-like texture.

After your pieces are dry, paint the inside 
of the arches GENTIAN. Depending on 
what side of the colosseum you are working 
on, each arch will have a shadow falling 
away from the center (on the outer wall). 
Paint these GENTIAN, too. 

Using a bristle brush, dry brush TAKE FIVE 
onto the horizontal ledges. (“Dry brush” 
means getting very little paint on your 
bristles and quickly and lightly brushing 
the paint onto the foam so there’s faint 
coverage, just to add depth.) Use the sea 
sponge to lightly apply white onto the front 
of the ledges and onto the large triangular 
bottom areas of the colosseum. 

When that has dried, use your darker gray 
paint mix to outline the windows and paint 
above and below the ledges to give depth 
to the three different levels. With a thin 
paintbrush, add random cracks, as shown in 
the photos.
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Preparation: Cover the fl oor with black plastic, using masking or duct tape to 
tape it down.
Set up work zones: paint zone, cutting zone, tracing zone, and construction zone.

Protective Gear: Always use gloves when painting, goggles and heat 
gloves when using the hot knife, and goggles and gloves when doing construction work.

Foam Tip: Take off the protective coating on both sides of foam before cutting.

Transparency Tips:
1.  Make items from overhead transparencies as big or as small as your room will allow. 

You don’t have to match our dimensions exactly. 
2.  Use masking tape to hold your transparencies in place on the projector. This way, if a 

gust of wind blows through or someone bumps the table, it’s easy to get everything to 
line back up.

3.  Don’t worry about how consistently dark or light your tracings are on the foam. Paint 
is going to cover up all your lines.

4.  Have some yardsticks on hand for drawing straight lines. Romans were perfectionists 
about straight columns and stairs.

Paint: 
We used these Sherwin-Williams paint colors, but feel free to use the colors and brand 
of your choice. 

Anjou Pear

Gentian

Luxurious Red

Major Blue

Solitude

Take Five

Invigorate

Black

White
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IS

T • 12” diameter 6’ tall sonotubes/cement tubes

• paint roller and 2” foam brushes

• spare foam, at least 16” squares

• hot knife

• marker

• chalk line (optional)

PAINT: 

Solitude

Take Five

Black
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1 These look really cool and were one of our 
easiest props to make! You can make as many 
columns as you’d like. (We made six.)

1.  Stand the tube upright, and set it on top 
of your spare foam, leaving at least 2” of 
foam around the base of the tube. You can 
make these foam bases as thick as you’d 
like, depending on how much spare foam 
you have. Trace the footprint of the tube 
onto the foam.

Move the tube. Draw another circle at least 
2” wider than the inner circle. Again, you 
can make your base as thick as you’d like 
by stacking layers of base pieces.

2.  Using a hot knife, cut out the inner circle 
and cut along the outer circle lines. Discard 
the inner circle piece, and you will be left 
with a 2” ring that should fi t the base of 
your tube perfectly. If you like, you could 
bevel the upper outer edge of your foam 
base at a 45-degree angle.

3.  Paint both your sonotube and foam base 
ring TAKE FIVE. Give your tube a second 
coat of TAKE FIVE to cover any wording on 
the tube.
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2 When the tube is dry, use a 2” foam brush to 
paint evenly spaced long vertical “fl utes” all 
around your column with SOLITUDE. We fi t 
5-6 fl utes per column. They should start and 
end about 2” from your top and bottom tube 
edges and be rounded at their ends. If you 
don’t trust yourself to paint straight vertical 
lines, you could use a chalk line or hang yarn 
or string to help you out.

When your “fl utes” are dry, use black or dark 
gray paint to paint shadows on ONLY one 
side of each fl ute; make sure the shadows are 
on the same side on all fl utes.

Additional ideas:
•  Make one or more larger round foam bases 

and stack them to give your column more 
height.

•  Make a square foam base instead of a 
round one.

•  Stack a round foam base onto a square 
foam base to give the column extra height 
and visual interest.
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Preparation: Cover the floor with black plastic, using masking or duct tape to 
tape it down.
Set up work zones: paint zone, cutting zone, tracing zone, and construction zone.

Protective Gear: Always use gloves when painting, goggles and heat 
gloves when using the hot knife, and goggles and gloves when doing construction work.

Foam Tip: Take off the protective coating on both sides of foam before cutting.

Transparency Tips:
1.  Make items from overhead transparencies as big or as small as your room will allow. 

You don’t have to match our dimensions exactly. 
2.  Use masking tape to hold your transparencies in place on the projector. This way, if a 

gust of wind blows through or someone bumps the table, it’s easy to get everything to 
line back up.

3.  Don’t worry about how consistently dark or light your tracings are on the foam. Paint 
is going to cover up all your lines.

4.  Have some yardsticks on hand for drawing straight lines. Romans were perfectionists 
about straight columns and stairs.

Paint: 
We used these Sherwin-Williams paint colors, but feel free to use the colors and brand 
of your choice. 

Anjou Pear

Gentian

Luxurious Red

Major Blue

Solitude

Take Five

Invigorate

Black

White
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1 Add lighting, plants and drapery! Drape deep red fabric between columns. Use a staple 
gun and/or duct tape to attach the fabric to the top interior of the sonotube columns. If you 
have enough fabric, you can wrap it around the columns, too.

For decorative columns in other parts of our church, we used these simple alternatives.

8’ x 26” sheets of white corru-
gated PVC can be bent into long 
rolls held with white duct tape to 
create easy columns.

Long sheets of 2” foam (ours are 
8 feet long by 1 foot wide) can 

easily be fluted using the curved 
hot knife. Stand them up against 
the wall—no need to paint—and 

you’ve got instant columns!
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Preparation: Cover the floor with black plastic, using masking or duct tape to 
tape it down.
Set up work zones: paint zone, cutting zone, tracing zone, and construction zone.

Protective Gear: Always use gloves when painting, goggles and heat 
gloves when using the hot knife, and goggles and gloves when doing construction work.

Foam Tip: Take off the protective coating on both sides of foam before cutting.

Transparency Tips:
1.  Make items from overhead transparencies as big or as small as your room will allow. 

You don’t have to match our dimensions exactly. 
2.  Use masking tape to hold your transparencies in place on the projector. This way, if a 

gust of wind blows through or someone bumps the table, it’s easy to get everything to 
line back up.

3.  Don’t worry about how consistently dark or light your tracings are on the foam. Paint 
is going to cover up all your lines.

4.  Have some yardsticks on hand for drawing straight lines. Romans were perfectionists 
about straight columns and stairs.

Paint: 
We used these Sherwin-Williams paint colors, but feel free to use the colors and brand 
of your choice. 

Anjou Pear

Gentian

Luxurious Red

Major Blue

Solitude

Take Five

Invigorate

Black

White
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 L
IS

T • three 4’ x 8’ foot pieces of 2” thick foam

• parthenon transparency

• overhead projector

• black pen or marker

• straight edge/ruler

• duct tape

• hot knife with straight blade and curved blade

• gloves

• safety glasses

• Great Stuff adhesive

• razor blade or utility knife

• paint roller, brushes, and sea sponge

PAINT: 

Anjou Pear

Gentian

Major Blue

Take Five

Invigorate 



P
a
rt

h
en

o
n
 1 1.  Stand two foam pieces side-by-side vertically 

against a wall, and project the transparency 
pattern onto them. (Stand the foam as 
straight up as possible so it’s not at a slant.) 
Place half of the parthenon on each piece 
of the foam. Make the parthenon as big as 
your space allows.  
(TIP: As you’re calculating the height of your 
parthenon, remember that you still have the 
triangular roof peak to add on later.)  
 
Use the pen to trace the parthenon onto the 
foam. Don’t worry about how dark or light 
your marks are, as they’ll be covered by 
paint. Use a straight edge to make stairs.

2.  Move the foam pieces to your cutting zone, 
and cut out* both sides using a hot knife 
and protective gear. Cut out the doors, too.

*  Make sure you are cutting on 
sawhorses, a piece of wood, or 
another piece of foam so you do 
not burn or cut into your flooring 
if your hot knife goes through the 
foam you’re cutting.
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3.  Take the cut-out parthenon pieces back to your 
tracing zone. Lay both pieces right side up on 
the floor. Place the third piece of foam  across 
the top. Use the center of your bottom two 
pieces (where they meet in the middle) as your 
center mark for the roof. Trace this line on your 
third piece of foam. Depending on the height of 
your room’s ceiling, mark a place on this center 
line as the top of your triangle. Use a straight 
edge to draw lines from your mid line down to 
your two corners to make your triangular roof.

4.  Take the third piece to the cutting zone, 
and cut out the roof, using a hot knife and 
protective gear. 

5.  Lay all three parthenon pieces together on the 
floor upside-down. Duct tape the two bottom 
pieces at the middle seam tightly and evenly. 
Use as long pieces of tape as possible. For 
sturdiness we taped down the center once and 
then on each side of the center tape so we had 
a wide taped seam. Feel free to walk/crawl on 
the back of foam—it’s the back side! 
  
Flip the two taped pieces over with the fold up 
so the inner edges of the panels are exposed.  
Spread Great Stuff* all along the fold. Be sure 
to use gloves; Great Stuff is hard to get off skin. 
Push the seam together, and lay the pieces 
on the floor to dry. When the folded ends are 
pushed together, Great Stuff will ooze out  
along the seam; leave this to dry—you’ll shave 
off excess with a razor blade after it’s dried.  
(TIP: You don’t HAVE to glue the fold together.  
If you want to be able to fold your parthenon 
for storage, just use tape.)

After the two bottom halves have dried, attach 
the roof using the same method.

After Great Stuff has dried, use a blade or utility 
knife to scrape off dried excess glue. Using a 
knife will give you a clean, flat cut as opposed 
to using your fingers and picking at it, which will 
pull foam chunks up with the glue.

*  When using Great Stuff foam 
adhesive, spray with can 
upside-down so it dispenses 
properly. If you spray it right-
side-up, the can will lose all its 
air—not good!
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6.  This is where your creativity comes in! 
Using both straight and curved hot knife 
blades, sculpt the parthenon front. Do as 
little or as much as you like—you can’t 
make a mistake! If you have multiple hot 
knives, you can get a group working on 
this at once. Here are some of our  ideas: 

•  We softened all edges by cutting along 
them at a 45-degree angle.

•  We grooved a line on the roof triangle 
about 3” in from the edges and about 1/2” 
deep.

•  We cut the steps in with the straight blade.
•  We took out big chunks of foam around 

the column edges to make them stand out.
•  We “fluted” the columns about 1/2” deep, 

using the curved blade. We carved three 
flutes per column.

FLUTING:
Draw straight lines on columns. Use a curved 
hot knife blade to flute columns 1/4” to 1/2” 
deep. Do fluting cuts in one motion so the 
fluting grooves are fluid, not chunky. 
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7.  Paint the whole building TAKE FIVE. Use 
dark purple (BLACK mixed with GENTIAN) 
for the inside ceiling. The back wall is 
MAJOR BLUE with GENTIAN shadows. 
Paint the columns ANJOU PEAR, using 
INVIGORATE for the fluting. 

Use a sea sponge to dab dark gray and 
purple paint onto the triangular roof. (If you 
get too much paint in your sea sponge, it 
will muddy the texture when you dab—just 
wash the sponge out and start again.)

Here are some close-up photos to show 
carving and painting details. Have fun with it!
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Preparation: Cover the fl oor with black plastic, using masking or duct tape to 
tape it down. 
Set up work zones: paint zone, cutting zone, tracing zone, and construction zone.

Protective Gear: Always use gloves when painting, goggles and heat 
gloves when using the hot knife, and goggles and gloves when doing construction work.

Foam Tip: Take off the protective coating on both sides of foam before cutting.

Transparency Tips:
1.  Make items from overhead transparencies as big or as small as your room will allow. 

You don’t have to match our dimensions exactly. 
2.  Use masking tape to hold your transparencies in place on the projector. This way, if a 

gust of wind blows through or someone bumps the table, it’s easy to get everything to 
line back up.

3.  Don’t worry about how consistently dark or light your tracings are on the foam. Paint 
is going to cover up all your lines.

4.  Have some yardsticks on hand for drawing straight lines. Romans were perfectionists 
about straight columns and stairs.

Paint: 
We used these Sherwin-Williams paint colors, but feel free to use the colors and brand 
of your choice. 

Anjou Pear

Gentian

Luxurious Red

Major Blue

Solitude

Take Five

Invigorate

Black

White
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IS

T •  large boxes of various sizes—our smallest 
was 17” x 19” x 21” (we made 10, but 
make as many as you’d like)

•  masking tape

•  a hammer or hard item to bash the corners 
of the boxes

•  paint brushes and rollers

•  spray bottle

•  sea sponge

PAINT:

Take Five

Black

White
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1 1.  Use masking tape to close boxes on both 

ends.
2.  Crush all box corners (8) using the SIDE of 

a hammer; don’t use the hammer head, as 
you might punch through the box.

3.  Paint all boxes TAKE FIVE. Apply paint with 
a roller to cover the boxes quickly, and use 
a bristle brush to cover the crushed corners. 

4.  When boxes are dry, use the spray bottle 
to lightly spray water on the boxes, and 
use a sea sponge to sponge on white and 
darker gray (black and white mixed to your 
preferred shade). Use black and white to 
add more color and texturing. TIP: If boxes 
fall apart, just retape and repaint. 
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Preparation: Cover the floor with black plastic, using masking or duct tape to 
tape it down.
Set up work zones: paint zone, cutting zone, tracing zone, and construction zone.

Protective Gear: Always use gloves when painting, goggles and heat 
gloves when using the hot knife, and goggles and gloves when doing construction work.

Foam Tip: Take off the protective coating on both sides of foam before cutting.

Transparency Tips:
1.  Make items from overhead transparencies as big or as small as your room will allow. 

You don’t have to match our dimensions exactly. 
2.  Use masking tape to hold your transparencies in place on the projector. This way, if a 

gust of wind blows through or someone bumps the table, it’s easy to get everything to 
line back up.

3.  Don’t worry about how consistently dark or light your tracings are on the foam. Paint 
is going to cover up all your lines.

4.  Have some yardsticks on hand for drawing straight lines. Romans were perfectionists 
about straight columns and stairs.

Paint: 
We used these Sherwin-Williams paint colors, but feel free to use the colors and brand 
of your choice.

Anjou Pear

Gentian

Luxurious Red

Major Blue

Solitude

Take Five

Invigorate

Black

White
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T This shallow sandbox can be as big or as small as your space will allow. Ours was 4’ x 
6’ and rested at a slant on some stairs. (NOTE: If your sandbox is freestanding on a flat 
surface, you will have to make four sides to hold the sand. Placing the sandbox on a slant 
allowed us to build only two sides and a bottom, saving time and cost.) 

•  4’ x 6’ piece of plywood 

•  spare foam

•  Great Stuff adhesive

•  hammer and nails

•  hot knife

•  paint brush

• sea sponge

•  bag of sand 

PAINT:

Gentian

Major Blue
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creating a shallow 
box to hold sand. 
Kids will be able to 
play in the sand and 
make their secret 
Christian fish sign. 

1.  Using spare pieces 
of foam, create 
low walls for your 
sandbox. Use your 
straight blade to cut out the walls. 
Use the curved blade to cut rock 
shapes along the top of the walls. 
(There is no pattern for this; see the 
photo above for ideas.)

2.  Cut out as many foam stand-alone 
rocks as you’d like, but keep two 
things in mind: 1) leave enough 
open space for kids to draw in 
the sand; and 2) 
make at least two 
rocks per low wall 
at the edges of the 
board, which you 
will attach the walls 
to. The edge rocks 
need to be flush 
with the side of 
the wall, so leave 
straight sides where 
they fit along the outside edge.

We made 13 freestanding rocks for our sandbox—8 for the edges, and 5 for the middle.  
Lay these out wherever you want them. 

3.  Use Great Stuff adhesive to adhere the rocks to your plywood base. 

4.  Paint the foam walls and freestanding rocks MAJOR BLUE. It’s OK to get paint on the 
plywood around the rocks; if sand scrapes away from the rocks, it looks like blue water 
is under it. You may choose to paint your entire plywood base blue if you have enough 
paint. When the rocks have dried, sponge with GENTIAN to give the rocks and walls 
some extra color and depth. 
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5.   Use nails to “toe-nail” the low foam 
wall edges to the rocks attached to the 
plywood. (Nail at a 45-degree angle from 
the inside rocks to the outside foam wall 
edges, as shown below.)

6.  Pour sand in a thin layer into the box.

See the photos showing the details on our box 
and how the sides fit onto a stair.
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