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Grace Maintained

“It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand 
firm, then, and do not let yourselves be burdened 

again by a yoke of slavery.” (Ga 5:1 NIVUS)



Understanding Grace



What do we learn?

From those who received? From those who did not come 
forward?



Reviewing Grace

Grace 1: Grace is for the 
undeserving. Good people don’t 
go to Heaven.

Grace 2: Grace seems unfair when 
we haven’t fully comprehended



Reviewing Grace

Grace 3: Grace is the GENEROSITY 
of God.

Grace 4: Grace is surprising. It 
saves, and lifts us to what we 
were meant to be. We are always 
its debtor.



We Begin with Grace (not “law”)

Out of his fullness we have all 
received grace in place of grace 
already given. (Joh 1:16 NIVUS)



We Begin with Grace (not “law”)

We all live off his generous 
bounty, gift after gift after gift. 
We got the basics from Moses, 
and then this exuberant giving 
and receiving, This endless 
knowing and understanding—
all this came through Jesus, the 
Messiah. (Joh 1:16-17 
Message)



We Begin with Grace (not “law”)

If you’re a hard worker and do a good 
job, you deserve your pay; we don’t 
call your wages a gift. But if you see 
that the job is too big for you, that it’s 
something only God can do, and you 
trust him to do it—you could never do 
it for yourself no matter how hard and 
long you worked—well, that trusting-
him-to-do-it is what gets you set right 
with God, by God. Sheer gift. (Ro 4:4-5 
Message)



Grace makes us FREE.

It is for freedom that Christ has 
set us free. Stand firm, then, and 
do not let yourselves be burdened 
again by a yoke of slavery. (Ga 
5:1 NIV)

Christ has set us free to live a free 
life. So take your stand! Never 
again let anyone put a harness of 
slavery on you. (Ga 5:1 Message)



Grace makes us FREE.

What does it mean to be free?

Consider the puppy?

The prisoner?

The Christian?

Of all people, our lives should 
typify…. But….



An Old Salvation Army Chorus

I am not under law, but under grace;

It is grace that rescued me,

It is grace that keeps me free.

I have sought, I have found my hiding place.

I am not under law, but under grace.



Grace + ?????

• The “baby” Church had its 
problems.

• The problem in Galatia.

• The “Judaizers” – grace + 
(circumcision, dietary law, 
special days, rites and 
ceremonies)

Christ has set us free to live a 
free life. So take your stand! 
Never again let anyone put a 
harness of slavery on you. (Ga 
5:1 Message)



Grace + ?????

I am astonished that you are so 
quickly deserting the one who 
called you to live in the grace 
of Christ and are turning to a 
different gospel — which is 
really no gospel at all. Evidently 
some people are throwing you 
into confusion and are trying to 
pervert the gospel of Christ. 
(Ga 1:6-7 NIVUS)



Grace + ?????

You can’t play both grace and 
law.

Peter and Barnabas fall victim and play 
the hypocrite.

For before certain men came from 
James, he used to eat with the 
Gentiles. But when they arrived, he 
began to draw back and separate 
himself from the Gentiles because he 
was afraid of those who belonged to 
the circumcision group. The other Jews 
joined him in his hypocrisy, so that by 
their hypocrisy even Barnabas was led 
astray. (Ga 2:12-13 NIVUS)



Grace + ?????

What are the rules?

• My first experience.

• The Salvation Army O&R for 
Soldiers

What rules for our little club 
here?

• Are we surprised people 
aren’t knocking the doors 
down to get in?



How to Become a Legalist

1. Make rules outside the Bible.

2. Push yourself to try and keep your rules.

3. Castigate yourself when you don’t keep your rules.

4. Become proud when you do keep your rules.

5. Appoint yourself as judge over other people.

6. Get angry with people who break your rules or have different 
rules.

7. “Beat up” on the losers.



Only Grace

Terrifying if we really understand, 
because some might say:

Sin can’t tell you how to live. After all, 
you’re not living under that old 
tyranny any longer. You’re living in the 
freedom of God. So, since we’re out 
from under the old tyranny, does that 
mean we can live any old way we 
want? Since we’re free in the freedom 
of God, can we do anything that 
comes to mind? (Ro 6:14-15 Message)



Only Grace

Terrifying if we really understand, 
because some might say:

What shall we say, then? Shall we 
go on sinning so that grace may 
increase? By no means! We are 
those who have died to sin; how 
can we live in it any longer? (Ro 6:1-
2 NIV)



Can We Trust “Grace”?

Paul’s farewell to Ephesian Elders:

And now I commend you to God 
[placing you in His protective, loving 
care] and [I commend you] to the 
word of His grace [the counsel and 
promises of His unmerited favor]. His 
grace is able to build you up and to 
give you the [rightful] inheritance 
among all those who are sanctified 
[that is, among those who are set 
apart for God’s purpose—all 
believers]. (Ac. 20:32, Ampl.)


