
Proverbs 3:9-10, NIV – (9) Honour the LORD with your wealth, with
the firstfruits of all your crops; (10) then your barns will be filled to
overflowing, and your vats will brim over with new wine.

Matthew 23:23, TLB – (23) Yes, you should tithe, but you shouldn't
leave the more important things undone either.

3. Peak Level Giving

Peak level giving is when you desire to go so much further than what
God asks of you and you develop an ever-increasing generosity.

It means that you are quick to be generous to those around you; it means
you are controlling your money instead of it controlling you; it means
you set goals in your giving increasing it every year.

Luke 17:10, NIV – (10) “So you also, when you have done everything
you were told to do, should say, 'We are unworthy servants; we have
only done our duty.'"

Philemon 1:6, NLT – (6) You are generous because of your faith. And I
am praying that you will really put your generosity to work, for in so
doing you will come to an understanding of all the good things we can
do for Christ.

1 Corinthians 9:6, NIV – (6) Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly
will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap
generously.

2 Corinthians 9:7, NLT – (7) You must each decide in your heart how
much to give. And don't give reluctantly or in response to pressure. "For
God loves a person who gives cheerfully.”

Luke 12:34, NIV – (34) For where your treasure is, there your heart will
be also.

Set giving goals that will motivate you to peak level giving!
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INTRODUCTION

Matthew 6:31-33, GW – (31) “Don't ever worry and say, 'What are we going
to eat?' or 'What are we going to drink?' or 'What are we going to wear?'
(32) Everyone is concerned about these things, and your heavenly Father
certainly knows you need all of them. (33) But first, be concerned about his
kingdom and what has his approval. Then all these things will be provided
for you.

How do we excel at honouring God with our finances, how do we give?

WE EXCEL THROUGH STAGES

Everything that you ever excelled at in life came through stages.

2 Corinthians 8:7, NIV – (7) But just as you excel in everything -- in
faith, in speech, in knowledge, in complete earnestness and in your love
for us -- see that you also excel in this grace of giving.

Paul is saying that no matter what other things we have developed in our
lives, we haven’t “made it”; we aren’t “mature”, until we learn to excel
in the grace of giving.

No one just naturally becomes a generous giver, no one just naturally
makes it to peak-level giving without God working in their heart and in
their life.

HOW DO I HONOUR GOD WITH MY FINANCES?

1. Basic Level Giving

The first step in honouring God with our finances is just to get started.



1 Corinthians 16:1-2, NIV – (1) Now about the collection for God's
people: Do what I told the Galatian churches to do. (2) On the first day
of every week, each one of you should set aside a sum of money in
keeping with his income, saving it up, so that when I come no
collections will have to be made.

First, we learn that it is a sum of money in proportion to our income.

If you just make a little bit, you just give a little bit. If you don’t make
anything, you’re not expected to give anything.

The principle is, return an initial gift of God every time you get paid.

Just giving any gift, whether it is a dollar or much more than that, starts
the process and moves you to this basic level of giving.

2. Obedience Level Giving

The obedience level is when you start being fully obedient to God
concerning your finances and return the full tithe to God.

Malachi 3:8-9, NIV – (8) "Will a man rob God? Yet you rob me. "But
you ask, 'How do we rob you?' "In tithes and offerings. (9) You are
under a curse -- the whole nation of you -- because you are robbing
me.”

Malachi 3:10, NIV – (10) “Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse,
that there may be food in my house. Test me in this,” says the LORD
Almighty, "and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and
pour out so much blessing that you will not have room enough for it.”

The word “tithe” means “first tenth” of what you earn. If you are not
returning that first tenth of your income to God, the Bible says you are
under a curse.

God doesn’t want to withhold His blessings from your finances; He
simply can’t offer them because you have closed the door to one of His
avenues of blessing you.

God obligates Himself to you, when you honour Him by giving Him the
full tithe and offerings.

You bring it to the storehouse. In the Old Testament, the storehouse was
the temple. In the New Testament, the storehouse is your local church.
And you bring it to the church, so that “there may be food in My
house”, meaning that the local church will be able to accomplish God’s
purposes for them.

God says, “Test Me in this.” This is the only time in the Bible that God
says it’s okay to test Him. God says, “If you want to know that I exist,
test Me by bringing in the full tithe.”

Most people think that the tithe is all about the Old Testament Law but
we see it in Genesis 4 before the Law came into place.

Genesis 4:-3-4, NIV – (3) In the course of time Cain brought some of the
fruits of the soil as an offering to the LORD. But Abel brought fat
portions from some of the firstborn of his flock.”

Why did God reject his offering? Because he only brought some of his
crops – he didn’t bring the best.

Proverbs 3:9-10, NIV – (9) Honor the LORD with your wealth, with the
firstfruits of all your crops; (10) then your barns will be filled to
overflowing, and your vats will brim over with new wine.

Abel brought the best of the firstborn of his flock, whereas Cain brought
some of the fruits – it doesn’t say he brought from the firstfruits – it’s
like he brought the leftovers.

The big question that comes up with tithing: do I tithe on net or on
gross?

Here are three questions:
1. Which of those would be considered leftovers?
2. Does the government take off of net or gross?
3. Do you want God to bless you on net or on gross?


