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PROGRESSIVE SPIRITUALITY  
NEW ZEALAND 
 
Our near neighbour across the ditch 
presents a vigorous progressive Christian 
scene in a country probably more secular 
than Australia. 
 
Progressive Spirituality NZ is part of the 
larger ‘Common Dreams’ network, an 
alliance that brings together Spiritual 
Progressives in Australia and New Zealand 
and maintains contacts with progressive 
Christian and Progressive Spirituality groups 
throughout the world. Regular conferences 
featuring overseas and local speakers are a 
feature of ‘Common Dreams’. 
 
For Aussies planning holiday time in NZ,  or 
just wanting the stimulus of contacts with NZ 
progressives, there is the possibility of 
combining that with participation in  a New 
Zealand conference in Auckland, August 28 
– 31.  
 
Progressive Spirituality NZ “Beyond the 
Borders” has an impressive line up of 
speakers including Bernard Brandon Scott  
 
 

 
 
 
from USA and Val Webb and Rachael Kohn 
from Australia. 
 
A Conference brochure and program and 
online registration are available from 
www.progressivespirituality.co.nz 
 

 
‘Sex in the 1st and 21st centuries’ 

 
The address by William Loader to the PCNV 
meeting on 4 May dealt with both historical 
issues that affected how New Testament 
writers wrote about sex and contemporary 
issues. 
 
Around 80 people found it both informed and 
provoked refelction. 
 
Bill Loader has now pprovided a pdf file of 
the powerpoint slides that formed the basis 
for the address. ‘Sex in the 1st and 21st 
Centuries – Chasm and Connection’. The 
file is 3.4MB and is available on request 
from the Secretary or by downloading from 
the PCNV website: 
www.pcnvictoria.org.au 
  
 

 

“Why weren’t we told?” 

Many people who discover the freedom and spiritual energy that come from the more 
inclusive perspectives of open Christianity or progressive Christianity look back with some 
sense of loss on the years they put up with ideas and practices they could not accept 
because they had not heard of positive alternatives. 
How to make alternative understandings of Christianity available to those who have only 
heard of traditional doctrinal Christianity is one of the challenges of the progressive 
movement. We are encouraged that many more people access the PCNV website than go 
to PCNV meetings - although the large attendances at those is also encouraging. 
Opportunities to explore ideas in a safe setting without expectation of agreeing to any one 
viewpoint are not available in many churches. This month PCNV is offering you help to 
bring together that kind of group. See page 2. 
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REVISED 2014 PCNV PROGRAM 
All meetings are 3.00pm to 5.00pm and at Glen 
Iris Road Uniting Church, Glen Iris Road, Glen 

Iris, unless another location is indicated. 

SUNDAY 25 MAY: “Ethics: With or Without 
God”. Dr. Noel Preston 
SUNDAY 22 JUNE: “Imagination, Vision and 
Spirituality. Avoiding Pitfalls of Progressive 
Religious Thought”. Professor David Tacey. 
SUNDAY 27 JULY: “Progressive Wisdom 
Ways”. Dr Graham Ogden and Dr Coralie 
Ling 
SUNDAY 24 AUGUST: “Jesus Then and 
Jesus Now: Looking for Jesus, Finding 
Ourselves”. Dr Gregory Jenks 
FIRST WEEK OF SEPTEMBER: Meetings 
and workshop with Bernard Brandon Scott. 
(USA). Details to be announced. 
SUNDAY 28 OCTOBER: “Catholicism: 
Possibilities and problems – a Priest’s 
Story”. Greg Reynolds. Monash Lecture 
Theatre, Caulfield. 
SUNDAY 23 NOVEMBER: “Dying with 
Dignity”. Professor Chris Wright. 
All meetings are subject to change in light of changes 
to the circumstances of speakers. 

GET TO KNOW SOME OTHER PEOPLE 
At the request of members, there will be a new 
opportunity to meet others and talk about shared 
interests in the half hour before each meeting. 
Starting next meeting 25 May, you are invited to 
to arrive early to meet with others from 2.30 to 
2.55pm. 
Move past the meeting room to the area 
adjoining the kitchen for a cuppa and chance to 
meet others with an interest in progressive 
Christianity. Lorna Henry will facilitate gathering 
and refreshments. 

OPPORTUNITIES TO EXPLORE 
CHANGES TO CHRISTIANITY 
PCNV has prepared a Leaders’ Guide to two 
discussion sessions exploring changes to 
our experience of Christianity. It provides a 
clear process that includes two pages of 
participants’ notes for each session. The 
format is A4 to make copying pages easy. 

The discussion starter material is based on 
ideas in the book by Diana Butler Bass, 
“Christianity after Religion, The End of 
Church and the Birth of a New Spiritual 
Awakening” (Harper Collins, New York. 
2012). However the focus of discussion is on 
the experiences of people in Australia. 
• “The big shift – Christianity beyond   

institutional religion”. 
• “Shaping practices and community”. 

 
Inviting members to have a go 
Can you be part of this experiment to 
encourage new groups to form to explore 
alternatives to traditional Christianity? 
A group can be 3 or 4 people invited to meet 
a couple of times to discuss changes in 
Christianity. Or it can be a larger existing 
group, perhaps in a congregation, that 
decides to tackle this topic. 
Your feedback on this process could 
influence further action to encourage groups. 
The report of your group on ideas for 
desirable changes could give PCNV ideas 
for future programs. 
Free Leaders’ Guide 
You can obtain the free 11 page Leaders’ 
Guide in pdf format by downloading it from 
the PCNV website: www.pcnvictoria.org.au 
or by email request to the Secretary: 
info@pcnvictoria.org.au 
 

EMERGING CHURCH meets on Sunday 18 
May at 5.30pm at Manningham Uniting Church, 
Andersns Creek Road, East Doncaster. Melway 
34 E6.  Information: parki@netspace.net.au 
 
 

INCLUSIVE CATHOLICS 
Greg Reynolds has announced a community 

planning meeting on Sunday 18 May from 
3.00pm to 4.30pm, finishing in time for the 

regular Mass at 5.00pm. 
At Glen Iris Road Uniting Church 

200 Glen Iris Road, Glen Iris 
Contact: Greg Reynolds 0400 534 557 

Email: greg.reynolds3@gmail.com 
Website: www.inclusive-catholics.com 

 



 

The Progressive Christian Network of Victoria 

 
invites you to  

 

“Ethics: With or Without God” 
with 

Dr Noel Preston 
 
 

WHEN:      Sunday 25 May 2014  
               3.00pm to 5.00pm 
 
 

WHERE:      Glen Iris Road Uniting Church 
    Glen Iris Road near the corner with High Street Road 
     Melway Map 60 A9. Parking in church grounds and the street. 

 

THE SPEAKER 
Noel Preston is an ethicist and Uniting Church minister,  currently Adjunct Professor at 
Griffith University and part-time lecturer affiliated to Charles Sturt University through  St 
Francis' Theological College, Brisbane. He retired in November 2004 as the founding 
Director of the Unitingcare Queensland Centre for Social Justice. Previously (from 1987–
2001) he held senior academic positions at Queensland University of Technology and Griffith 
University in the fields of Applied and Professional Ethics with a special research interest in 
Ethics and Government. From 1995-7 Noel was President of the Australian Association of 
Professional and Applied Ethics. His new book, “Ethics: With or Without God”, Mosaic 
Press 2014, will be launched at this meeting. His introductory textbook Understanding 
Ethics, first published in 1996, has been reissued as a revised fourth edition in 2014 by 
Federation Press. 
 
THE TOPIC 
Ethics are very much in the news. Political ethical scandals seem all too common. The 
Humanist Society is trialling a new course on ethics in Victorian primary schools as an 
alternative to conservative Christian education in schools. Many government policies raise 
ethical issues about how vulnerable people are treated and what constitutes fairness and 
justice. Moral failings by churches in care of children are featured daily in news. Any public 
ethical voice of churches is faint or seems unlikely to be heard. 
 
Using insights developed over years of involvement in both teaching ethics and being active 
on justice issues, Noel Preston offers an important perpsective. He rejects traditional theism 
and challenges claims about the uniqueness of Christian etics. Instead he addresses all 
those who quest for the common good, outlines a common ethical vision and  spirituality for  
humanity, and considers whether religious belief can be part of that quest.  
 
 

PCNV meeting cost is $7 ($5 for members) 
 


