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“Jesus said ‘Take courage, it’s Me. Don’t be afraid.’” – Matthew 14.27 
 
Courage= Mental and moral strength in the face of opposition, danger or 
hardship 
 
Courage develops over a period of time. We must be formed in moments of 
comfort to be persons of courage when the trial comes. 
 
Courage is not about arguing louder or speaking more forcefully.  Courage 
demands sacrificial action. 
 
No one has displayed more courage than Jesus did during his ministry, 
especially as He neared death on a Roman cross. 

 
1.) Be courageous when outnumbered v. 47 
Matthew says that ‘a large crowd’ came to arrest Jesus.  Most of the people 
in the crowd do not even know what Jesus looks like so, presumably, they 
are acting on rumor. We are often intimidated when we are on the small 
side of a division.  Jesus here displays great courage though outmanned. 
 
Christians have always been in the minority.  Following Jesus has never 
been about a popular movement.  It comes at a cost and requires courage. 

 
2.) Be courageous when betrayed vv. 48-50 
The treachery of Judas’ betrayal of Jesus has few parallels in history.  Even 
in secular discourse, the name “Judas” is synonymous with deception.   As 
the only perfect man to ever walk the earth, Jesus called 12 men to his side.  
As one of these 12, Judas had an up-front view of Jesus’ ministry.  He was 
even entrusted with handling the finances of the ministry. 
 
Judas’ betrayal is clearly premeditated.  It was planned, thought-through, 
and negotiated.  To make matters more painful, the execution of the 
betrayal depended on a sign of affection.  Despite all this, Jesus addresses 
Judas as “Friend” and tells him to carry out what he intends. (cf. John 18.4) 

3.) Be courageous in emotional situations vv. 50-56 

This scene in Gethsemane features a rise in emotional temperature.  This 
escalates to physical violence as the crowd clashes with the disciples.  
Jesus is “seized,” swords are unsheathed, and blood is drawn. 
 
Jesus’ personality disarms the situation.  While He encourages peace, he 
remains steadfast and is the voice of reason.  In this moment of tension…   
 

a.) Jesus heals (Luke 22.51) 
b.) Jesus unpacks a philosophical quip: “for all who draw the sword 
          will die by the sword” (Mat. 26.52)  
c.) He exposes and convicts his captors with the truth. 

 
4.) Be courageous when lonely and abandoned v. 56 
“All the disciples deserted Him and fled.”  Jesus must have experienced 
profound loneliness.  Instead of questioning whether or not anything He did 
in His public ministry made a difference, He turned to the Father in trust and 
confidence. (cf. Psalm 88) 

 
Application:  
Where do you feel outnumbered or lonely in your life today?  How does the 
example of Jesus give you new resolve today? 
 
Courage for the Christian comes down to having a proper perspective on 
“losses” in the earthly like with respect to the eternal promises of God. 
Our faith in the Lord Jesus allows us to be in control even when the world 
around us shifts.  It is our clinging to Him that allows the Christian to be 
courageous. 
 
When we are disheartened we must remember Jesus’ words “Take 
Courage, it’s me”! 
 
All 4 Gospels mention a man named Joseph of Arimathea who was a 
member of the Sanhedrin Council.  He did not agree with the Council’s 
decision to arrest Jesus.  No doubt that Jesus’ courage inspired Joseph in 
his courageous act of requesting Jesus’ body for proper burial. 
 
You can purchase a cd or dvd of the message in the Lobby, or download the message for free at our website. 


