
 

 

Thursday, September 8, 2016 
 
1) Iran could be targeting America’s electric grid with EMP weapon: 
 
The risk of an EMP attack has been around since the Cold War but according to 
Franks, "we're a thousand times more vulnerable than we were even 50 years 
ago." 
 
Despite President Obama's efforts to normalize relations with Iran through a 
nuclear deal, many say the country continues to be a threat to our national 
security. 
 
To protect against Iran, and other countries like North Korea who could deploy 
nuclear weapons, Franks has introduced two bills that are making their way 
through Congress that would help protect against an EMP attack. Franks says 
that, "if these bills pass the Senate, then what we do then, is harden the grid to 
the extent that even if we have a pulse that takes the grid down, we can bring it 
back up." 
 

2) Ambassador Hank Cooper September 6, 2016—Defend Against All Attacks!: 

 

This week, I want to call your attention to the following important letter 

signed by six former Directors of the Missile Defense Agency or its 

predecessor organizations, since the advent of the SDI.  We too pointed to 

the requirements for truly effective BMD systems to deal with the current 

and future threat ballistic missiles that could hold the nation at risk by 

overwhelming the capabilities of the current BMD systems.  And we note 

that the Missile Defense Act of 1999 needs to be updated to deal with that 

reality. 

 

In 1999, we were still bound by the politics of the time, imbedded in 

legislation demanding that any BMD system that we deployed to defend the 

U.S. homeland had to be consistent with the Antiballistic Missile (ABM) 

Treaty. Consequently, that constraint precluded the development, testing 

and deployment of all except fixed land-based ABM systems. 

  

After the 1991 Gulf War, the debate over whether to build theater missile 

defense (TMD) systems ended and after ending major political impedance, 

we finally, as a top priority, began to develop, test and deploy mobile TMD 

systems, including the sea-based Aegis BMD system, which has become 

the most cost-effective BMD system deployed today. 

   

But both Democrat and Republican administrations have since artificially 

constrained the inherent Aegis BMD capability to defend the U.S. 
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homeland, a legacy of the era that sharply limited homeland defenses in 

general. The 1999 act constrained development, testing and deployment of 

homeland defenses to a very limited ground-based interceptor system to 

be consistent with the ABM Treaty. Even after President George W. Bush 

withdrew from the ABM Treaty, administration imposed constraints 

continued to preclude fully exploiting Aegis BMD system capabilities. So 

far as I know, this incomprehensible condition remains in place today. 

 

 

3) Media reporting today Donald Trump when speaking about our military and 

national security in Philadelphia spoke on hardening and protecting our electric 

and mentioned reviving the SDI program we have been reporting on from 

Ambassador Hank Cooper.  More on this next week.   

 

We want to remind our readers we are here to help you.  Please feel free to 

email JD and/or Cindy if you have any questions or comments on hardening our 

grid.  We look forward to communicating and working with you on this critical 

issue. 
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