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Maranatha Christian Academy exists to provide students an academically 
rigorous college-preparatory education in a distinctly Christian environment of 
high values, character development, and exceptional student culture.   
 
“And Jesus grew in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and men.”  (Luke 
2:52) 
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PURPOSE 

 

The mission of Maranatha Christian Academy is to provide students an academically 

rigorous college-preparatory education in a distinctly Christian environment of high 

values, character development, and exceptional student culture. As a 21st century 

college preparatory school, technology integration is imperative.  To this end, 

Maranatha has decided to embark on a journey of bringing a higher level of technology 

integration into the classroom. The first step in this direction is to formalize a program 

that requires students in the Middle and Upper Schools (Grades 5-12) to Bring Your 

Own Device (BYOD) to school.   

 

To date, students have been allowed to bring personal devices (tablets and laptops) to 

school and, with teacher permission, have been allowed to use them in class. However, 

with the start of the 2014-2015 school year, MCA took the first step in the BYOD journey 

and launched a formal program. The foundational elements of this program are as 

follows: 

 

 Build an extension of the physical classroom online where access to class 

materials, applications, and relevant communication will be easily accessible 

from school, home, or anywhere with an Internet connection. This platform is 

known as a Learning Management System (LMS). 

 Transform the learning environment at MCA to prepare and launch students into 

a 21st century culture that is increasingly driven by technology, where students 

are equipped to be leaders where God has called them. 

 To voluntarily exceed the requirements imposed by MCA’s independent 

accreditation organizations. These organizations have increased the level of 

technology integration expected in classrooms. More importantly, this program 

will increase the expectation for the evidence of student work demonstrating 

proficiency with technology. 

 

This guide will provide a definition of what BYOD is and why Maranatha is implementing 

it, explore various devices and make recommendations, and highlight the goals of the 

BYOD program at MCA.  
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WHAT IS BYOD & WHY IS MCA MOVING IN THIS DIRECTION? 

 

BYOD is a technology wave sweeping across educational institutions as well as 

corporate America. The acronym means Bring Your Own Device. This allows students 

to bring their personal laptops and tablets from home and use them for educational 

applications in the classroom. A brief glimpse into any typical classroom will reveal 

today’s students are not the same learners that once populated American classrooms. 

These digital natives have grown up surrounded by computing technology as a natural 

part of their everyday lives.  

 

Living in a multimedia world, students constantly connect and collaborate, and they 

access information that is live and on-demand through mobile devices. The vision of a 

learning environment to best support and prepare students for life outside of the 

classroom is evolving. Since today’s world is constantly changing, it requires new skills 

for ever-changing work environments. Twenty-first century learning is connected, 

mobile, and on-demand. Maranatha recognizes the power of technology tools to support 

21st century learning and create an environment that focuses on the “Four Cs” of 21st 

century education: Communication, Creativity, Critical thinking, and Collaboration. 

 

The goal of integrating technology into the classroom becomes more crucial in 

preparing our students to succeed in life after high school. Two primary models are 

used to accomplish this goal. One route that many schools take is moving to a 1:1 (one-

to-one) model. In this case, the school purchases the same device for every student. 

This allows for consistency across the devices used by students and ensures that every 

student has a device.   

 

The second model progressive schools have adopted is BYOD. This model is about 

choice. It allows the student and parent to choose which device is best for their 

situation, needs, and learning style. 

WHY HAS MCA DECIDED TO PURSUE A BYOD PROGRAM? 

 

Until recently, we have employed a technology model where students have class time in 

a fixed computer lab using desktop workstations. Students are taught keyboard and 

mouse skills, how to use a browser and explore Internet sites, the Microsoft Office suite, 

and other Windows applications. This model requires students to leave their classroom 

and “go” to computer class, or access technology in their classroom for short periods of 

time relative to a specific topic. It also limits the ability for spontaneous access to the 

wealth of research and learning tools available online. Our goal is to integrate 

technology across the entire classroom experience. We also have a number of “mobile 

labs” available that consist of 20 or more laptops each that can be checked out by a 
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classroom teacher and utilized for a period of time. This model also limits the ability to 

access the same tools and documents used at school from home.   

 

In our BYOD model, Maranatha will carry the financial burden of continued upgrades to 

the infrastructure, wireless capability, security, mobile labs, teacher training, and 

software rather than issuing devices. As the pace of technological change continues to 

move faster, Maranatha will continue to invest in these areas and increase teacher 

training in integrating technology in the classroom. 

BYOD IMPLEMENTATION PLAN 

 

Maranatha will move forward with and implement the BYOD program in incremental 

steps. This approach allows the students to begin using their devices today and have 

them available to vet out new teaching styles and technology integrations as they are 

built by the teachers. Maranatha’s BYOD timeline is as follows: 

 

 2014-2015 Year - BYOD program officially launched with wireless infrastructure 

upgraded and policies defined for students to utilize their devices. Teachers 

began integrating more technology into their day-to-day teaching. Professional 

development was provided to teachers as a key component to move the program 

forward. Use of devices by students in Grades 6-12 was optional, but very highly 

encouraged. 

 2015-2016 Year – Continual improvement in the wireless infrastructure and 

policies defined for students to utilize their devices. Use of technology is 

increasingly integrated into classrooms. Teachers continue to gain confidence in 

using technology to enhance the student’s experience in the classroom.  

Learning Management System (LMS) is rolled out. On-going training of students 

in responsible use of technology and social media. Use of devices by students in 

Grades 6-12 is optional, but very highly encouraged. Specific Upper School 

electives classes will be taught using electronic textbooks and utilizing extensive 

online resources. Each student will be required to have a device in order to enroll 

in these classes.  Students in Grade 5 will be encouraged to participate in BYOD. 

 2016-2017 Year - Students are actively engaged in using personal devices in 

class.  Teachers are utilizing various applications, websites, collaboration tools, 

and more to enhance the classroom experience. Teachers collaborate with each 

other to find new ways to challenge and equip students. On-going training of 

students in responsible use of technology and social media. Use of devices by 

students in Grades 6-12 is mandatory. Use of devices by Grade 5 continues to 

be encouraged. 
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 2017-2018 Year – BYOD in upper school continues. On-going training of 

students in responsible use of technology and social media. Maranatha formally 

expands BYOD into Lower School Grades 4 and 5. 

DEVICE REQUIREMENTS 

 

The following is a guide for families in equipping students with a device that meets their 

needs and/or budget. Maranatha has adopted a device philosophy that is flexible and 

open, rather than an approach that standardizes a single device for every student. This 

approach allows students and parents to determine an appropriate device for their 

needs and comfort levels. Teachers will make every attempt to provide access to tools 

on the broadest set of devices.  

 

 
Windows Laptop, 
Tablet, or 2 in 1 

Apple Laptop Apple iPad Android Tablet 

Storage Capacity 

Minimum: 128GB 
SSD 

Recommended: 
256GB SSD or 

greater  

Minimum: 128GB 
SSD 

Recommended: 
256GB SSD or 

greater 

Minimum: 32GB 
Recommended: 
64GB or greater 

Minimum: 32GB 
Recommended: 
64GB or greater 

Operating 
System 

Minimum: 
Windows 7 

Recommended: 
Windows 8 or 10 

Minimum: OSX 
10.10 

Recommended: 
OSX 10.11 or later 

Minimum: IOS 9 
Recommended: 
IOS 9 or later 

Minimum: Android 
4.4 

Recommended: 
Android 5.0 or 

later 

System Memory 

Minimum: 4GB 
Recommended: 
8GB or greater 

Minimum: 4GB 
Recommended: 
8GB or greater 

NA NA 

Screen Size 

Minimum:10” 
Recommended: 

13” 

Minimum:10” 
Recommended: 

13” 

Minimum: 8” 
Recommended: 

10” 

Minimum: 8” 
Recommended: 

10” 

Battery Life 

Minimum: 4 hrs 
Recommended: 7 

hrs 

Minimum: 4 hrs 
Recommended: 7 

hrs 

Minimum: 4 hrs 
Recommended: 7 

hrs 

Minimum: 4 hrs 
Recommended: 7 

hrs 

Wireless 

Minimum:  
802.11g or 

802.11n 
Recommended: 

802.11ac 

Minimum:  
802.11g or 

802.11n 
Recommended: 

802.11ac 

Minimum:  
802.11g or 

802.11n 
Recommended: 

802.11ac 

Minimum:  
802.11g or 

802.11n 
Recommended: 

802.11ac 

Desirable 
Features 

Camera and 
microphone 

Camera and 
microphone 

Camera and 
microphone 

Camera and 
microphone 

Recommended 
Accessories 

Protective case/cover, Wireless Mouse, Headphones, Keyboard 

Recommended 
Devices 

Microsoft Surface 
Pro 

Lenovo ThinkPad 
Dell Inspiron 
Dell Latitude 

MacBook 
MacBook Air 
MacBook Pro 

iPad Air 2 
iPad Pro 

Samsung Galaxy 
Lenovo Yoga Tab 
Asus Transformer 
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DEVICE RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

In choosing a device to use as part of the BYOD program, Maranatha makes the 

following recommendations: 

 Evaluate the capabilities any device has for creating content (documents, 

presentations, videos, etc.) not just for consuming it (social media, email, 

gaming, etc.) 

 Explore peripheral devices (Bluetooth keyboards, keyboard covers, etc.) that can 

be used together with a tablet to provide similar capabilities as a laptop. 

 Compare battery capacities on devices to ensure it lasts the entire school day. 

 While MCA does not currently have any special discounts with vendors for the 

purchase of devices, many manufacturers offer education pricing for retail 

customers.  We recommend you inquire about education pricing when you 

purchase a device for your student. 

 

Smartphones: Smartphones represent a troublesome category as an educational 

device.  Certainly, smartphones have a variety of beneficial features that are ideal for 

technology integration in the classroom.  However, our experience with smartphones in 

the past two years has represented more challenges and frustration than benefit.  The 

small size of smartphones makes them difficult for teachers to manage.  More often 

than not, they have created more distractions than benefits.  For this reason, 

smartphones were not allowed in the classroom for 2015-16 and this policy will continue 

for 16-17.  Students will be required to keep their phones in their locker through the 

school day.  Students who desire the benefits of a smartphone, such as access to the 

internet and personal music, can achieve the same thing on a laptop or tablet without 

introducing the management issues related to smartphones.  

 
While many devices will work to a degree within our infrastructure and within our 

classroom technology integration plan, there is a short list of devices that we cannot 

recommend for use in our BYOD plan: 

 Microsoft Surface RT 

 Google Chromebooks 

 E-Readers, such as the Barnes and Noble Nook and the Amazon Kindle 

 Tablets smaller than 8”, which are more difficult to work on and do not support a 

number of programs, such as for MAP testing.   
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ADDITIONAL CONSIDERATIONS 

 

 Maranatha strongly recommends that students purchase an extended warranty 

covering accidental damage for their device at the time of purchase. We have 

worked with the Worth Avenue Group for insurance on devices, and they offer 

insurance to individuals at a reasonable rate (http://www.worthavegroup.com/).  

You can also check with your homeowner’s insurance policy for the purchase of 

additional coverage for your computer devices.  

 If the student’s device is not functional on occasion, a loaner device may be 

provided by MCA. The student/family is responsible for the timely repair or 

replacement of their device. 

 A device registration process will be introduced in 2016-17 specifically for the 

BYOD devices. This registration process will allow only admitted MCA students 

be able to use the wireless resources provided at the school.  

 Only one device per student in Grades 5-12 will be allowed to be registered and 

have access to the network at any one time. 

 Maranatha will be moving to a new email system using Office 365. As part of that 

new system all MCA students will have access to the whole Microsoft Office 

2016 suite, even while working offline.  

 Maranatha cannot provide tech support for individual devices, though technical 

difficulties related to wireless connections may be addressed by IT. 

 MCA cannot assume responsibility for lost, stolen, misplaced, or broken 

electronic devices.  

 The classroom teacher is the final authority on student use of devices in each 

classroom. While all teachers will be integrating technology to some degree, 

students should not expect the same level of use in each classroom and should 

respect the guidance policies regarding devices in each classroom. 

 Generally speaking, older students prefer the full functionality of a laptop over a 

tablet. Certain PSEO and advanced elective classes do require the use of a 

laptop. 

 When purchasing a laptop, be mindful of the weight and that your student will be 

carrying the device. Devices with a 13” screen that are over 4 pounds are 

generally considered heavy. 

 We strongly recommend the installation of an anti-virus and anti-malware product 

on laptops. Avira, Avast, and Sophos are some of the more popular ones that are 

free for home use. 

 

 

http://www.worthavegroup.com/

