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“Well done, good and faithful servant!  You have been faithful with a few 
things; I will put you in charge of many things.” (Matthew 25.21, 23) 
 
We all wonder how we can invest our time, money and energy with the 
assurance of a return.  We learn that guaranteed, long term dividends are 
only a reality in serving the everlasting King. 
 
The parable of the talents tells us that God gives to us abundantly and He 
expects us to use our gifts to build His kingdom. 
 

1.) Comparisons can be toxic. (vv. 14-15) 
Upon reading the parable, I have an immediate objection: Why doesn't each 
servant get 2 and 2/3 talents?  5, 2 and 1 is not fair!! 
 
We fall into the trap of comparisons.  We can spend a lifetime focusing on 
what we do not have. 
 
Either we compare ourselves to someone with less, and become arrogant 
or we compare ourselves with someone who has more and become 
jealous.  This is different from following a good example. 
 
The Point: I must focus on what I do have, not on what I do not have.  God 
made us in our diversity and this is what makes life worth living.  In all 
things, we must rely on God. 
 

2.) All Christians are exceedingly rich! 
A talent was an amount of coinage weighing about 75 lbs.  Assuming these 
talents were gold, one talent is worth about $1.7 million in today’s money. 
 
This parable is not only about money, after all, the modern use of the word 
‘talent’ as a special natural ability comes from this parable in the Bible. 
 
The Point: Jesus has given generously to His followers. (Phil 3.7-8, John 
10.10)  When I know Him as Savior and obey Him as Lord I understand that 
I am exceedingly rich. 

3.) We are responsible for using our gifts to serve the King. 
God gives us talents so that we can use them to grow His kingdom.  God 
does not expect us to do what we are unable to do, but to be faithful with 
what we have. 
 
Investing takes courage, even when it is for God’s Kingdom.  Investing 
means sacrificing.  Notice that the first two individuals go at once to invest 
in the Kingdom.  While the person with 5 talents is given the most, but from 
him the most is expected and he has the most to lose. 
 
The 5 talent person and the 2 talent person receive the same affirmation! 
 
The person who buried his one talent did so because he was afraid (v. 15).  
This kind of fear displays our lack of faith in the Master.  He did NOTHING. 
 
If we bury our gifts, we are not only ‘lazy’, but ‘wicked’ (v. 26). 
 
The Point: There is nothing more encouraging than a person who uses 
their talent well. 
There is nothing more discouraging than a person who wastes their talent. 
 

4.) God promises a huge return. (vv. 21 and 23) 

Investing in God’s Kingdom offers a high rate of return, a guaranteed profit, 
and an eternal pay-out. 
 
What we consider great material wealth, God considers the ‘few things’.  All 
that we can accumulate here, is nothing compared with the riches of God. 
 
The Point: No matter what talents we have received, if we use them 
faithfully, God will bless us beyond what we can imagine. 

 
Applications: 
1.) God rewards those who courageously invest in His kingdom.  How can 
we invest? 
2.) What do my friends and family say is my best talent?  How can God use 
this talent to build His Kingdom? 
 
  You can purchase a cd or dvd in the Lobby, or download the message for free at our website.       


