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PASSPORT to

P E R U

DAY 1 Supplies 
b  Bible
b  straws (1 per 

participant)
b  cotton balls (1 per 

participant)
b  masking tape
b  Celebration Music CD 

and CD playerPrep: Use the masking tape to mark a start and finish line 
about 10 feet apart from each other. 

Say: Welcome to Passport to Peru! I am so thankful for each of 
you and that you’re here to help us make this an incredible 
experience for every child who comes to VBS this week. 
Today we’ll be sharing the Bible Point that God gives us 
comfort. Every time someone says the day’s Bible Point, 
kids will respond by saying “Gracias!” Let’s go ahead and try 
that. God gives us comfort…Gracias! Nicely done! Kids 
will be experiencing Psalm 23 today to help them understand 
God’s comfort. Let’s look at Psalm 23 right now. 
Hand a volunteer a Bible opened to Psalm 23, and have him or 
her read the chapter.

Say: That’s such a beautiful and comforting passage! And it 
begins by telling us that God is our shepherd. Back when 
David wrote this, being a shepherd was a hard job. A 
shepherd had to keep close watch over the sheep to keep 
them safe and out of trouble. Let’s experience a little bit of 
what being a shepherd might be like.
Form teams of about five, and have each team line up single 
file behind your masking-tape starting line. Give each person 
a straw and a cotton ball. 

Say: We’re going to have a little relay race. The first person on 
each team will use the shepherd’s staff (hold up a straw) to 
blow a sheep (hold up a cotton ball) across the finish line. 
Then they’ll run back to their teams, and the next person can 
go. Let’s see how fast your whole team can finish! 
Play music from the Celebration Music CD, and begin the 
relay. Continue to play until every team finishes. Have teams 
that finish first cheer on the other teams. 

Bible Point: God gives us comfort.
Bible Story:  God is our good shepherd.  

(Psalm 23)
Key Verse: “ He comforts us in all our troubles 

so that we can comfort others.”  
(2 Corinthians 1:4)
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Say: Nice job, everybody! 
Ask:

  What was it like to shepherd your cotton ball across 
the line?

Take a few responses.
Say: If God is our shepherd, then we’re his sheep. Just like our 

cotton-ball sheep strayed in the game, sometimes we start 
to wander off God’s path, too. We make wrong choices and 
can be consumed by worry rather than trusting God. But 
God is always there to guide us and comfort us, just like 
Psalm 23 says. It is so comforting to know that God is our 
good shepherd, always watching over us! Let’s pray.

Pray: God, thank you for bringing us all here. Thank you for the 
opportunity to share your love with the kids at VBS. We don’t 
know everything that each child is going through, but we 
pray you would comfort them as they walk through any dark 
valleys they face. Help us share your light and comfort with 
them this week. Thank you for being our good shepherd. In 
Jesus’ name, amen.
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Supplies 
b  cookies (the fresher 

the better)
b  napkins 
b  sets of Bible 

Memory Buddies
b  Bible

Say: Welcome back, everyone. Thanks for making Day 1 of 
Passport to Peru so great. Give yourselves a hand!
Allow time for everyone to clap.

Say: I appreciate each of you so much and all of your hard work to 
make VBS happen. So to say thank you, I made some really 
yummy cookies to share.
Hold up the cookies.

Say: But before we dig in to them, I was hoping we could take care 
of a few other things. Here…
Dump the Bible Memory Buddies in a large pile in front of 
the group. 

Say: If you could help me separate these Bible Memory Buddies by 
each day for the rest of the week, that would be great! Then 
we can eat our cookies.
Have everyone work on sorting the tags, separating them into 
piles of each Buddy. Have the group work for a few minutes. (If 
you’ve already separated your tags, any time-consuming task 
will do.)

Say: Thanks for working so hard on that. You all deserve a cookie, 
so I’ll pass these out and thank each of you individually.
Begin slowly handing out cookies to each member of your 
staff. Hand out cookies to about five people, looking them in 
the eye, thanking them, and then handing them a cookie. 

Say: This is taking a while, isn’t it? Thanks for your patience! 
Actually, patience is what we’ll be talking about today at VBS. 
Our Bible Point today is God gives us patience…Gracias! 
You’ve waited a while for these cookies—come on up here and 
grab one. 
Allow time for everyone to get a cookie. Ask: 

  How did it feel to wait so long for the cookies? 
  In your everyday life, what are some of the hardest things 
to wait for?

Take a few responses.

Bible Point: God gives us patience.
Bible Story:  Simeon and Anna wait for the 

Messiah. (Luke 2:21-40)
Key Verse: “ Wait patiently for the Lord.” 

(Psalm 27:14)

PASSPORT to

P E R U

DAY 2
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Say: Waiting can be a hard thing to do! Think about what it was 
like to wait for things when you were in elementary school, 
like waiting for school to get out for the summer or waiting 
to be able to stay up later at night. Patience is a hard 
skill to learn, especially in today’s culture where instant 
gratification is so prevalent. But the Bible reminds us to be 
patient. Take today’s Key Verse for example.
Psalm 27:14 says, “Wait patiently for the Lord.” When we get 
impatient, it can help to remember that God’s timing isn’t 
the same as ours. Today, let’s show the kids at our VBS what 
patience looks like by being patient with them. Let’s pray.

Pray:  God, thank you for your perfect timing. Please bless all of us 
with patience so we can show the kids at our VBS the same 
great patience and love you show us. We love you. In Jesus’ 
name we pray, amen.
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Supplies 
b  Bible
b  Celebration Music CD 

and CD player

Say: Welcome back, everyone! We’re already halfway through 
our week! I don’t know about you, but a lot happens during 
the week of VBS that gets me a little tense. Share a few 
stressful parts of VBS planning and execution. Things like 
that make my hands feel like this. Hold up your hands, balled 
into tight fists.
Take a minute to turn to a couple of people sitting nearby 
and share things that get you uptight. As you share, squeeze 
your hands into tight fists. See if you can squeeze harder 
every time someone shares. Keep them balled up until I tell 
you to relax.
Play the Celebration Music CD while trios share. After about 
2 minutes, stop the CD and get everyone’s attention. 

Say: Wow! You’re all so tense! As I read this short passage 
from Jesus, open your hands. Relax them and lay them on 
your lap.
Slowly read aloud John 14:27. Then ask:

  How did it feel to relax your hands?
  In life, why is it hard to let go of things that stress 
us out?

  What do you think is stressful for the kids who come 
to VBS?

Say: For kids, stress comes from small things like tests at school 
to big things like divorce or the loss of someone they love. 
But God tells us to give all our worries and cares to him 
because he wants us to have peace! And that’s what we’ll be 
sharing with kids today, that God gives us peace …Gracias. 
Today’s Key Verse says this about God’s peace: “And the 
peace I give is a gift the world cannot give.” 
Today, we can guide kids to open their hands and accept 
that gift of peace that only God can offer. Let’s pray.

Pray:  Dear God, thank you for the opportunity to be a 
part of these kids’ lives, even if it is just for this 
week. Please fill us with your peace so that we can 
share it with every child we interact with today. 
Thank you! In Jesus’ name we pray, amen.

Bible Point: God gives us peace.
Bible Story:  Jesus calms the wind and waves. 

(Mark 4:35-41)
Key Verse: “ And the peace I give you is a gift 

the world cannot give.” (John 14:27)

PASSPORT to

P E R U

DAY 3
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Supplies 
b  Celebration Music CD 

and CD player
b  a well-worn favorite 

book (could also be a 
child’s book)

Say: Hi, friends! It’s already Day 4 of Passport to Peru! Can you 
believe it? What’s been your favorite part of the week so 
far? Find someone you don’t know well and share what your 
favorite part of helping with Passport to Peru has been.
Play “Oh Happy Day” from the Celebration Music CD while 
everyone finds a partner and shares—make sure both 
partners have an opportunity to talk. After about two 
minutes, turn off the music and bring everyone’s attention 
back to you.
Take a few responses aloud.

Say: Wow! There are so many exciting things happening at our 
VBS as kids are experiencing God’s love for them! When we 
encounter a great story, like the ones you just told, we want 
to share it with others. Speaking of great stories, take a 
look at this.
Display your favorite book.

Say: This book is worn and tattered, not because it’s unloved but 
because it’s loved so much that it’s been read and shared 
many, many times.
Ask: 

  What are some well-loved books on your bookshelf? Why 
are they so precious?

Say: We love to share good stories—stories that have treasured 
memories or have touched our hearts in some way. Today we 
get to share the best true story of all: how God loves each 
and every one of us so much that he sent his Son, Jesus, to 
die on the cross in our place so we can spend forever with 
him in heaven. God gave us the gift of Jesus because God 
gives us love …Gracias! Today we get to share this good 
news—the greatest story ever told—with kids at VBS. That’s 
life-changing! Let’s pray.

Pray:  Thank you for giving us your great love, God. Thank you for 
the ultimate gift of Jesus and the chance to share about 
Jesus’ loving sacrifice at VBS today. Help us all be examples 
of what your true love looks like to each child here. In Jesus’ 
name, amen.

Bible Point: God gives us love.
Bible Story:  Jesus dies and comes back to life. 

(Luke 22:66–24:12)
Key Verse: “ The greatest of these is love.” 

(1 Corinthians 13:13)

PASSPORT to

P E R U
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Supplies 
b  a couple of eggs
b  tray 
b  Bible

Say: Welcome to our last day of VBS! This week has been amazing, 
and so much of that is thanks to you. Thank you for showing 
God’s great love to all the kids who have joined us this week. 
You’ve been a powerful team! That got me thinking about 
strength. 
Ask:

  When I say the word strength, what do you think of? What 
is something that’s strong? 

Take a few responses
Say: Those are all great examples, but I’m surprised none of you 

thought of this…
Hold up an egg.

Say: While an egg might not immediately come to mind when we 
think of strength, these little guys are actually incredibly 
strong. Let me show you what I mean. I need a couple of 
volunteers who are feeling extra strong today.
Give a couple of volunteers each an egg. Have them wrap their 
fingers all the way around the eggs and squeeze them. The 
eggs shouldn’t break.

Say: See what I mean? The shell of an egg is surprisingly strong! 
God designed it just so to keep the inside safe and protected.
Collect the eggs from the volunteers. 

Say: Today’s Key Verse is about something else we might not 
automatically associate with strength. Nehemiah 8:10 
says, “The joy of the Lord is your strength!” When 
I think about joy, I don’t usually think of strength. 
God’s joy is different though. God’s joy can sustain us 
through good times and bad. God’s joy is much more 
than happiness, which can come and go. Joy comes 
from trusting God completely, and it’s strong enough to 
last through even the most difficult times. That’s why I’m 
glad that God gives us joy…Gracias! Let’s pray.

Pray:  Dear God, thank you for giving us your strong joy, which can 
help us through all of life’s ups and downs. Please help us 
share this great joy with the kids at VBS, especially those kids 
who may need it the most right now. Thank you for working 
through us to draw kids closer to you. Help us make this last 
day of Passport to Peru the best yet! We love you! Amen.

Bible Point: God gives us joy.
Bible Story:  Paul and Silas praise God while in 

prison. (Acts 16:16-40)
Key Verse: “ The joy of the Lord is your strength!” 

(Nehemiah 8:10)
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