
~ 1 ~ 
 

Lesson 11 - Ministry of the Teacher – Part 1 
 
Ephesians 4:11 And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some 
evangelists, and some pastors and teachers... 
 
1 Corinthians 12:28,29 And God has appointed these in the church: First apostles, 
second prophets, third teachers, after that miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, 
administrations, varieties of tongues. Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all 
teachers? Are all workers of miracles? 
 
Romans 12:4-7 For as we have many members in one body, but all the members do not 
have the same function, so we, being many, are one body in Christ, and individually 
members of one another. Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is given 
to us, let us use them: If prophecy, let us prophesy in proportion to our faith; or ministry, 
let us use it in our ministering; he who teaches, in teaching ... 
 
MINISTRY OF THE TEACHER 
 
1. Great Commission 
 
When Jesus gave the great commission, He not only told His believers to preach the 
gospel, He also said to make disciples of all the nations. This was to be done by 
teaching them. 
 
Matthew 28:19,20 Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe 
all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of 
the age. Amen. 
 
2. Definition 
 
A teacher is one who instructs, and by his teaching causes others to learn. His or her 
teaching involves exposition and explanation of Scripture and instruction in doctrine to 
others. 
 
The teaching ministry holds an important place in the New Testament. The teacher is 
the only one mentioned by name in all three lists of the ministry giftings given in 
Scripture. 
 
3. Purpose 
 
Teaching is necessary for unity, growth, maturity and to equip believers for service. 
 
Ephesians 4:11-13 And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some 
evangelists, and some pastors and teachers, for the equipping of the saints for the work 
of ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ, till we all come to the unity of the faith 
and the knowledge of the Son of God, to a perfect man, to the measure of the stature of 
the fullness of Christ ... 
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The ministry of the teacher is absolutely necessary if believers are going to become 
mature in the Word. 
 
Ephesians 4:15 But, speaking the truth in love, may grow up in all things into Him who is 
the head—Christ ... 
 
4. Hebrew Words 
 
Two words were used for teacher in the Old Testament Hebrew which reveal the nature 
of the teacher's ministry. 
 
a) Inform 
 
“Yarah” means to flow as water (as rain), to point out (as with the finger). It has been 
translated as: direct, inform, instruct, lay, shoot, show, teach through, and rain. 
 
Exodus 4:12,15 Now therefore, go, and I will be with your mouth and teach you what 
you shall say. … Now you shall speak to him and put the words in his mouth. And I will 
be with your mouth and with his mouth, and I will teach you what you shall do. 
 
Exodus 18:20 And you shall teach them the statutes and the laws, and show them the 
way in which they must walk and the work they must do. 
 
Exodus 35:34 And He has put in his heart the ability to teach, in him and Aholiab the 
son of Ahisamach, of the tribe of Dan. 
 
b) Diligently Instruct 
 
“Lamad” means to goad, or by implication, to teach by the incentive of the rod. It has 
been translated as: diligently instruct, learn, skillful, teach, teacher, or teaching. 
 
Deuteronomy 5:1 And Moses called all Israel, and said to them: "Hear, O Israel, the 
statutes and judgments which I speak in your hearing today, that you may learn them 
and be careful to observe them." 
 
Psalms 119:7 I will praise You with uprightness of heart, when I learn Your righteous 
judgments. 
 
Deuteronomy 11:19 You shall teach them to your children, speaking of them when you 
sit in your house, when you walk by the way, when you lie down, and when you rise up. 
 
Ezra 7:10 For Ezra had prepared his heart to seek the Law of the LORD, and to do it, 
and to teach statutes and ordinances in Israel. 
 
Psalms 25:4,5 Show me Your ways, O LORD; teach me Your paths. Lead me in Your 
truth and teach me, for You are the God of my salvation; on You I wait all the day. 
From these Hebrew words, we find that a teacher is one who points the way with his or 
her finger, directs, informs, instructs, and shows the ways of the Lord. 
 
The teaching will flow like the rain coming down, when the teacher is skilled in 
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instruction. This causes students to learn. Teaching is like a goad or a rod that causes 
the people to walk in God's ways. 
 
5. Greek Words 
 
Six words were used relating to the teacher in the New Testament, however, each of 
these words come from the same root word. 
 
a) To Instruct 
 
“Didasko” means to learn or to teach. It is translated teach. 
 
b) Instructive 
 
“Didaktikos” means instructive. It is translated apt to teach. 
 
c) Instructed of 
 
“Didaktos” means instructed of, convicted by teaching, and is translated taught. 
 
d) Instruction (Noun) 
 
“Dikaskalia” means instruction, the function or the information. It is translated doctrine, 
learning, teaching. 
 
e) An Instructor 
 
“Dikaskolos” means an instructor and it's translated: 
 
 Doctor 14 times, 
 Master 47 times, 
 Teacher 10 times, 
 Scribe 67 times. 
 
f) Instruction (Verb) 
 
“Didache” means instruction, the act of instruction. It is translated “doctrine, has been 
taught.” 
 
A teacher is therefore one who instructs, and by teaching causes others to learn. It 
involves exposition, explanation and instruction of doctrine to others. 
 
The teacher who is a part of the fivefold ministry has been chosen by God to instruct 
others. 
 
JESUS THE TEACHER 
 
Jesus is our prime example of the Teacher. Anyone that is called to be a teacher should 
go through the Gospels studying His life as a Teacher. 
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1. Recognized By 
 
a) Disciples 
 
The disciples knew Jesus as a Teacher. 
 
Mark 4:38 But He was in the stern, asleep on a pillow. And they awoke Him and said to 
Him, "Teacher, do You not care that we are perishing?" 
 
John 13:13 You call me Teacher and Lord, and you say well, for so I am. 
 
b) Pharisees 
 
The pharisees and teachers of the law knew Jesus as a teacher. They even tried to use 
His gift of teaching as a snare to involve Him in political and religious disputes. 
 
Matthew 22:16,17 And they sent to Him their disciples with the Herodians, saying, 
"Teacher, we know that You are true, and teach the way of God in truth; nor do You 
care about anyone, for You do not regard the person of men. Tell us, therefore, what do 
You think? Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar, or not?" 
 
c) Rich Young Ruler 
 
The rich young ruler called Jesus “Good Teacher.” 
 
Mark 10:17 Now as He was going out on the road, one came running, knelt before Him, 
and asked Him, "Good Teacher, what shall I do that I may inherit eternal life?" 
 
d) Nicodemus 
 
Nicodemus was a teacher himself and he came to Jesus as a Teacher. 
 
John 3:2 This man came to Jesus by night and said to Him, "Rabbi, we know that You 
are a teacher come from God; for no one can do these signs that You do unless God is 
with him." 
 
e) Everywhere Jesus Went, He Taught 
 
Jesus was a Teacher wherever He went. He spent much of His time teaching multitudes 
of people. 
 
Matthew 9:35 And Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their 
synagogues, preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing every sickness and 
every disease among the people. 
 
Matthew 11:1 Now it came to pass, when Jesus finished commanding His twelve 
disciples, that He departed from there to teach and to preach in their cities. 
 
Matthew 13:54 And when He had come to His own country, He taught them in their 
synagogue, so that they were astonished and said, "Where did this Man get this wisdom 
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and these mighty works?" 
 
Matthew 21:23 Now when He came into the temple, the chief priests and the elders of 
the people confronted Him as He was teaching, and said, "By what authority are You 
doing these things? And who gave You this authority?" 
 
Mark 10:1 Then He arose from there and came to the region of Judea by the other side 
of the Jordan. And the people gathered to Him again, and as He was accustomed, He 
taught them again. 
 
Jesus taught in the synagogues, the temple, in the streets and on the mountainsides 
everywhere He went. 
 
Mark 14:49 I was daily with you in the temple teaching, and you did not take Me. But the 
Scriptures must be fulfilled. 
 
Luke 21:37 And in the daytime He was teaching in the temple, but at night He went out 
and stayed on the mountain called Olivet. 
 
2. Jesus Taught Differently 
 
a) With Authority 
 
There were many teachers in Jesus' day, but there was something about His teaching 
that caused people to take notice. Crowds were attracted because there was a power 
and an anointing upon His teaching unlike any other they had ever heard. 
 
They were all astonished because He taught with such authority. 
 
Matthew 7:28,29 And so it was, when Jesus had ended these sayings, that the people 
were astonished at His teaching, for He taught them as one having authority, and not as 
the scribes. 
 
Jesus has given this same anointing and authority to teachers in His church. 
 
The success of Jesus' teaching wasn't in His techniques or presentation. It wasn't in His 
appearance or manner of dress. It was in His authority. 
 
b) Received His teaching from God 
 
What made Jesus successful as a teacher was that He taught only what He received 
from His Father and that He taught in the anointing and power of the Holy Spirit. 
 
John 8:28 Then Jesus said to them, "When you lift up the Son of Man, then you will 
know that I am He, and that I do nothing of Myself; but as My Father taught Me, I speak 
these things." 
 
John 7:16 Jesus answered them and said, "My doctrine is not Mine, but His who sent 
Me." 
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c) Used Illustrations 
 
As Jesus walked through the countryside, He used visual or verbal illustrations. 
 
Matthew 9:16 No one puts a piece of unshrunk cloth on an old garment; for the patch 
pulls away from the garment, and the tear is made worse. 
 
d) Told Parables 
 
Jesus would tell a story, or parable, and then explain it, relating truth to the lives of the 
people. 
 
e) Started Where People Were 
 
Jesus would start teaching where the people were and then take them to where He 
wanted them to be. The Samaritan woman at the well is an excellent example of this. 
 
John 4:10,15,25,26 Jesus answered and said to her, "If you knew the gift of God, and 
who it is who says to you, 'Give Me a drink,' you would have asked Him, and He would 
have given you living water." … The woman said to Him, "Sir, give me this water, that I 
may not thirst, nor come here to draw." … The woman said to Him, "I know that 
Messiah is coming" (who is called Christ). "When He comes, He will tell us all things."  
Jesus said to her, "I who speak to you am He." 
 
f) Miracles Proved His Message 
 
Signs and wonders drew people to Jesus. They confirmed that His message was from 
God. 
 
Luke 5:17 Now it happened on a certain day, as He was teaching, that there were 
Pharisees and teachers of the law sitting by, who had come out of every town of 
Galilee, Judea, and Jerusalem. And the power of the Lord was present to heal them. 
 
When Nicodemus came to Jesus, he was a Pharisee and a member of the Jewish ruling 
council. Nicodemus said he knew who Jesus was because of the miraculous signs He 
did. 
 
John 3:1,2 There was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. 
This man came to Jesus by night and said to Him, "Rabbi, we know that You are a 
teacher come from God; for no one can do these signs that You do unless God is with 
him." 
 
EXAMPLES OF TEACHERS 
 
1. Paul 
 
Paul was an apostle, an evangelist and he was also a teacher 
 
1 Timothy 2:7 For which I was appointed a preacher and an apostle—I am speaking the 
truth in Christ and not lying—a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and truth. 
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2 Timothy 1:11 ... To which I was appointed a preacher, an apostle, and a teacher of the 
Gentiles. 
 
2. Barnabas and Paul 
 
In Antioch, some of the believers that had fled from the persecution witnessed to the 
Greeks and a church was started. 
 
Acts 11:21-26 And the hand of the Lord was with them, and a great number believed 
and turned to the Lord. Then news of these things came to the ears of the church in 
Jerusalem, and they sent out Barnabas to go as far as Antioch. When he came and had 
seen the grace of God, he was glad, and encouraged them all that with purpose of heart 
they should continue with the Lord. For he was a good man, full of the Holy Spirit and of 
faith. And a great many people were added to the Lord. Then Barnabas departed for 
Tarsus to seek Saul. And when he had found him, he brought him to Antioch. So it was 
that for a whole year they assembled with the church and taught a great many people. 
And the disciples were first called Christians in Antioch. 
 
i. Taught New Believers 
 
Paul, the very man who had persecuted believers causing them to flee to Antioch, was 
later found by Barnabas and brought to Antioch to teach the new believers. 
 
ii. Prophet – Teacher 
 
Both Paul and Barnabas functioned as prophets and teachers before they were sent out 
as apostles. 
 
Acts 13:1 Now in the church that was at Antioch there were certain prophets and 
teachers: Barnabas, Simeon who was called Niger, Lucius of Cyrene, Manaen who had 
been brought up with Herod the tetrarch, and Saul. 
 
iii. Apostle – Teacher 
 
Paul continued to minister as an apostle–teacher. 
 
1 Timothy 2:7 For which I was appointed a preacher and an apostle—I am speaking the 
truth in Christ and not lying—a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and truth. 
 
2 Timothy 1:11 To which I was appointed a preacher, an apostle, and a teacher of the 
Gentiles. 
 
3. Apollos 
 
Apollos was a teacher. 
 
Acts 18:24-26 Now a certain Jew named Apollos, born at Alexandria, an eloquent man 
and mighty in the Scriptures, came to Ephesus. This man had been instructed in the 
way of the Lord; and being fervent in spirit, he spoke and taught accurately the things of 
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the Lord, though he knew only the baptism of John. So he began to speak boldly in the 
synagogue. When Aquila and Priscilla heard him, they took him aside and explained to 
him the way of God more accurately. 
 
TEACHING BRINGS UNITY 
 
Teaching should not divide the body of Christ, it should bring unity. 
 
1 Corinthians 3:5-11 Who then is Paul, and who is Apollos, but ministers through whom 
you believed, as the Lord gave to each one? I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave 
the increase. So then neither he who plants is anything, nor he who waters, but God 
who gives the increase. Now he who plants and he who waters are one, and each one 
will receive his own reward according to his own labor. For we are God's fellow workers; 
you are God's field, you are God's building. According to the grace of God which was 
given to me, as a wise master builder I have laid the foundation, and another builds on 
it. But let each one take heed how he builds on it. For no other foundation can anyone 
lay than that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ. 
 


