
7. Persevere 
 

 Matthew 2:19-23, NIV – (19) After Herod died, an 
angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in 
Egypt (20) and said, "Get up, take the child and his 
mother and go to the land of Israel, for those who 
were trying to take the child's life are dead." (21) So 
he got up, took the child and his mother and went to 
the land of Israel. (22) But when he heard that 
Archelaus was reigning in Judea in place of his father 
Herod, he was afraid to go there. Having been 
warned in a dream, he withdrew to the district of 
Galilee, (23) and he went and lived in a town called 
Nazareth. So was fulfilled what was said through the 
prophets: "He will be called a Nazarene."  

 
SUMMARY / RESPONSE 
 
The Steps To Turn From Dreamer To Visionary: 
 
1. Receive Your Dream In Faith 
2. Make Sure You Clearly Understand Your Dream 
3. Take The First Small Step 
4. Choose To Pay The Price 
5. Refuse To Hurry The Dream 
6. Allow For Additional Clarification And Strategy 
7. Persevere 
 
The Questions To Answer Now: 
 
1. What dream(s) has God given me? 
2. How do they connect together? 
3. Have I obeyed the first step? 
4. Have I paid the price? 
5. What new insight is God giving me now? 
6. Will I persevere? 
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INTRODUCTION 
 
a) The Popularity Of Dreams And Visions 
 
 i. Google – 27 million reference 
 ii. Martin Luther King – “I have a dream” 
 iii. The Bible – Acts 2:17 
 

 Acts 2:17, NIV – (17) "'In the last days, God says, I 
will pour out my Spirit on all people. Your sons and 
daughters will prophesy, your young men will see 
visions, your old men will dream dreams. 

 
b) Dreamers Versus Visionaries 
 

 Job 33:15-16, NIV – (15) In a dream, in a vision of the 
night, when deep sleep falls on men as they slumber 
in their beds, (16) he [God] may speak in their ears ... 

 
c) Your Dreams Must Turn Into Visions 
 

 “He was a dreamer, a thinker, a speculative 
philosopher … or, as his wife would put it, an idiot.” – 
Douglas Adams 

 
TURNING DREAMS INTO VISIONS 
 
1. Receive Your Dream In Faith 
 

 Matthew 1:18-19, NIV – (18) This is how the birth of 
Jesus Christ came about: His mother Mary was 
pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they 
came together, she was found to be with child through 
the Holy Spirit. (19) Because Joseph her husband 
was a righteous man and did not want to expose her 
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to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her 
quietly.  

 

 Matthew 1:20-21, NIV – (20) But after he had 
considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him 
in a dream and said, "Joseph son of David, do not be 
afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what 
is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. (21) She 
will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the 
name Jesus, because he will save his people from 
their sins." 

 
a) Mary was pregnant by the Holy Spirit 
b) The child would be a son 
c) The son would be named Jesus 
d) Jesus would save his people from their sins 
 
2. Make Sure You Clearly Understand Your Dream 
 

 Habakkuk 2:2, BBE – (2) And the Lord gave me an 
answer, and said, Put the vision in writing and make it 
clear… 

 
a) Write Down The Dream 
 
b) Write Down The Steps To Fulfill The Dream 
 
3. Take The First Small Step 
 

 Matthew 1:24, NIV – (24) When Joseph woke up, he 
did what the angel of the Lord had commanded him 
and took Mary home as his wife.  

 

 “A journey of a thousand miles begins with a single 
step.” - Lao Tzu 

 
 
 

a) Don’t Wait 
 

i. Don’t wait until the situation is perfect 
ii. Don’t wait until other people agree with you 
iii. Don’t wait until you feel adequately prepared 

 
b) Start Now 
 

i. Believe in your dream 
ii. Visualize your dream 
iii. Take one step at a time 

  
4. Choose To Pay The Price 
 

 Matthew 22:14, Lit – (14) "For the many are called, 
but few are chosen." 

 
5. Refuse To Hurry The Dream 
 

 Matthew 1:25, NIV – (25) But he had no union with 
her until she gave birth to a son. 

 
6. Allow For Additional Clarification And Strategy 
 

 Matthew 2:13-15, NIV – (13) When they [the Magi] 
had gone, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in 
a dream. "Get up," he said, "take the child and his 
mother and escape to Egypt. Stay there until I tell 
you, for Herod is going to search for the child to kill 
him." (14) So he got up, took the child and his mother 
during the night and left for Egypt. 

 

Questions: 
 
a) How does this new dream connect with my previous 

dream? 
b) What new step to obey, or new clarification to receive, is 

God trying to give me? 
 


