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News

Musana Camps is a ministry of New Hope Uganda

2013 recap
2013 has been a year in which we 
have seen the Lord provide time 
and again.  As staff, we are 
blessed to be part of this growing 
ministry, and excited to see how it 
is impacting lives.

This year we had more than 570 
people come to Musana Camps -- 
more than any other year.  We are 
excited to be growing in the 
number of people that we serve 
and share the gospel with.

To match our growing numbers, 
we have also been growing as a 
staff this year.  We now have 13 
full-time staff with an additional 14 
contract staff (guards, garden staff, 
kitchen staff, etc.).

We have been blessed by the 
generosity of God’s people, 
enabling us to work on various 
projects (see page 6).  All of the 
construction has been timely to 
help with our growing numbers.

Throughout 2013, there were 
some tense moments with our 
surrounding community, but we 
have seen the Lord bring peace 
and friendship out of these 
situations as we have sought His 
face and strived to walk in truth 
and love.  We have been able to 
do several community outreaches 
(see page 4) and have been 
excited to have more community 
people coming to church.

We finished the year off with a 
staff Christmas party, celebrating 
all that the Lord has done this past 
year.  As the new year starts, we 
are looking forward to hosting a 
our biggest camp ever, potentially 
over 100 youth.  We pray that the 
Lord will greatly use this place to 
transform lives.  Thank you for 
your prayers and interest in this 
ministry.
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Staff carpet ball tournament at our 
Christmas party. 



M U S A N A  N E W S

2 Musana News

Over the past several months we 
have had a lot of visitors come to 
Musana Camps.  For the first time 
we hosted the New Hope Uganda 
Board as well as a retreats for the 
New Hope Institute of Childcare 
and Family and men from 
Kampala Baptist Church.

One of the groups we had the 
privilege of hosting was a group of 
25 girls from 1 More Child, an 
organization working with street 
kids that stayed at the camp for 
ten days.  As we introduced 
them to biblical womanhood, 
we studied topics such as 
worldview, being image-
bearers, biblical submission, 
relationships, God as our 
Father, and true worship.  It 
was an intense time of 
pouring into the lives of these 
girls, but also a wonderful 
time of seeing how God’s 
Word and the Holy Spirit are 
able to change lives.  Many of 
them began the week saying 
there were only three women 
among them (their three 
leaders), but ended the week 
saying they were all women.  
As they spoke of things they had 
learned, one girl said that she 
never knew what a good woman 

was supposed to be, but now she 
had learned what that meant.  
Another said she was no longer 
going to listen when others 
criticized her for her looks or for 
being young.  Instead she was 
going to remember what God said 
about her and trust in that.  
Another said that she wanted to go 
back to her home and teach her 
younger siblings about the things 
she had learned.  
As I taught the girls and interacted 
with them, I was reminded that 

God wants us to be focused on 
making disciples and investing in 
the people around us.  He is not 

so concerned with getting things 
checked off a list (which is what I 
often focus on) as He is with His 
good news being spread to all 
people.  As I prepared for 
teaching, as I prayed for the girls, 
as I sought ways to talk to them 
even though there was a language 
barrier, I was reminded of how 
God has sought us and is 
continually pursuing us, bringing 
His truth into our lives, laboring 
over us, and helping us to be 
transformed into the image of His 

Son.  “Go and make 
disciples,” is what Jesus 
commanded, just like He did.  
I am so thankful for the 
people that have taken time 
to invest in me and help me 
to grow throughout my life, 
and I am so thankful for the 
other staff here at the camp 
and our volunteers who 
helped share the load of 
bringing God’s truth to these 
girls this week.  May God’s 
light (which is what “Musana” 
means) continue to go forth 
into the world, starting with 
our interactions each and 
every day with the people 

around us.

By Kendra Jackson 

Camps and Retreats

Kampala Baptist Church Men’s Retreat.
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2013 IYs
left to right:
Kenneth, Susan, Faith, Anthony

“Investment Year” (IY) is a 
program that New Hope Uganda 
started to help their highschool-
leaving students grow in many 
different areas -- getting direction 
for their lives as they try different 
internships, and being discipled in 
matters of the heart, faith, and 
character.  Since Musana Camps 
first began in 2009, we have been 
blessed by many IY’s that have 
come through!  They have helped 
with many different projects and 
have been a breath of fresh air.  
As a staff, we love having them 
around with their eager, teachable 
hearts.  They are in the midst of a 
year in which they read many 
books, talk through many issues, 
and mature as individuals and in 
their walk with the Lord.  It is a 
blessing to be able to be part of 
that shaping influence.

In 2013, we had four IY students.  
Kenneth and Susan were with us 
from May to August, in the midst of 
a good number of groups.  
Kenneth, a natural leader and 

extrovert, was able to jump right in 
with programing for groups.  He 
also was working on the Pacific 
Project, doing research on costs 
and feasibility if the camp were to 
get a boat for water transport.  He 
made lots of trips to different 
landing sites by boat, bailing water 
the whole time!  Kenneth hopes to 
be a secondary school teacher 
some day--we are excited to think 
of all of the youth he will impact!

Susan was our first IY coming from 
Kobwin Children’s Center.  Her 
beautiful smile and joking nature 
brought many laughs, and she 
blessed the camp by running our 
canteen and helping cook, clean, 
or whatever else needed to be 
done for groups. 

Faith and Anthony came from 
September through 
November...and they both didn’t 
want to leave!  They both said how 
the Lord had used Musana to grow 
and shape them.  

Faith is a sister to Allen, our first 
IY at Musana.  Her sweet spirit 
and servant heart permeated all 
that she did, whether helping 
Sarah to cook, running the 
canteen, or helping in accounts.  
She is seeking the Lord for what is 
next, but looking into accounting, 
the same profession that her two 
older brothers chose.  

Anthony was a blessing as well to 
the construction department.  He 
came to Musana with little building 
experience.  While here, he 
realized how much he likes 
working with his hands!  He is 
unsure on his next step, but 
seeking the Lord for what He 
would have for him.  Perhaps we 
will see him back here as one of 
his options was to take another 
year off of school and work here.

We continue to pray for them and 
keep in touch and look forward to 
the next group of IY’s the Lord 
sends our way!
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November 27, 2013 was the first 
children’s outreach day since 
Kevin and I moved here to camp. 
With much anticipation we waited 
for the children to arrive that 
Wednesday afternoon. We were 
first told that children 
from surrounding villages 
would come possibly as 
many as 200 but as it 
was time to start there 
were still no children 
here. So phone calls 
were made and we found 
that the schools were still 
in the middle of  end of 
the year exams/testing 
so children could not 
come. Feeling 
disappointed and talking 
of rescheduling for a 
different day a phone call 
was made to the fishing 
village below Musana 
Camps. We were told 
that there were children on their 
way up to camp. Sure enough a 
moment later we heard laughing 
and saw many smiling faces, what 
excitement!!!
 
We started our afternoon with 
greetings, singing, dancing and 
praying. These children love to 
sing and dance it’s so beautiful 

and I love to watch them. We then 
played games like duck-duck-
goose, ring-around-the-rosy, down 
the river and a crocodile game. Oh 
how I enjoy playing games with 
these children, their eyes light up 

and to hear them laugh out loud 
warms my heart. After everyone 
was worn out from running and 
laughing in the hot sun we went to 
dining hall where we had a bible 
activity and craft ready for them. 
We shared the salvation story by 
using colors. Green is for creation. 
Black is for sin and death. Red is 
for the blood of Jesus. White is for 

a new heart and light.  Yellow is for 
heaven and the streets of gold. 
Blue is for the water of baptism. 
We cut circles from construction 
paper and then cut pieces to glue 
onto the circles. Each piece 

corresponded with a color of 
the teaching so when the 
craft was completed one side 
of the circle was green, 
yellow, and blue and the 
other side was black, red, 
and white. KB and I had fun 
preparing the craft and the 
children really enjoyed gluing 
the pieces together.  It was 
special for them to make 
something to be able to take 
along home. We then served 
them a snack of popcorn and 
g-nuts and after that we all 
said goodbye and watched 
as they lined up to make the 
journey back to their village. 
What a blessed day it was to 

love these precious little children 
God created!

By Angela Blank

Community        Outreach

Community children playing duck duck goose. 
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Although the past few months 
have been relatively quiet as far as 
groups hosted at camp, they have 
been full of lots of changes in 
staffing.  At the beginning of 
September, KB and Angela Blank 
(pictured above) joined Musana 
Staff as a construction assistant.  
They have an incredible story of 
how the Lord led them to this 
place.  They only knew in August 
that they would be coming to 
Musana although they had already 
bought their tickets!  We are happy 
to have them here indefinitely.  
Beyond construction, Angela has 
been helping with administrative 
responsibilities while Eva is on 
maternity leave and they both 
have been involved with ministry 
to the nearby fishing village.  
Angela has recently started 
Sunday School at our church.

Medie and Eva left in December 
to have their baby, Jesse 
Musinguzi (above).  He was born 
at Kiwoko Hospital (near NHU’s 
Kasana site) on December 11.  We 
are eager to receive them back in 
January.  Also in September, 
Baguma Moses (below) joined 
staff as another construction 
assistant.  The extra help 

"

is very appreciated during this 
building phase of MC!  
Unfortunately, Baggie has been 
away most of November and 
December as he had a significant 
health concern arise.  We praise 
the Lord that he is doing better.

In December, Kevin and Shellie 
Rees and their five children (Seth, 
Emma, Abby, Nate, Joceyln) 
arrived at Musana.  Kevin will be 
organizing teaching for our camp 
groups as well as reaching out to 
the community (particularly 
pastoral training) and pastoring 
our church.  Shellie’s nursing 
degree has already been put to 
use in the short month they have 
been here!  We are excited for all 
that they will bring to this ministry.  
They will be at Kasana for training 
from January to May of 2014.

Staff Comings and Goings
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Were you to come visit Musana Camps right now, you would see many piles of bricks, stone, and sand.  You 
would most likely hear generators and other equipment running.  And while you may recognize these 
temporary “disturbances” around the camp, we hope that you will join us in anticipation of the finished 
products from these sights and sounds. 

We have been very blessed over the past few months to see so many different projects here progressing, 
and we look forward to the continued growth and ministry opportunities that will be possible because of 
these current projects.  “Thank you” to all who have contributed to these projects in any way.  

We were recently  able to construct an addition onto the camp workshop  which included a small house for 
the crew of builders and stone breakers who help  us on most projects.  They have all been very grateful to 
now have a permanent dwelling here.

Current projects include a new gate house to welcome visitors, water infrastructure development to provide 
safe and clean water, and a new camp kitchen (above photo) that will allow us to serve larger groups and 
give our cooking staff a healthier and more efficient place to work.  

Upcoming projects include finishing the clinic and starting a new staff house.  Please rejoice with us in the 
provision for these projects, and pray for safety and strong backs as we work on these projects!

Projects

           
L to R: The room we added on to the workshop as a house for our construction crew; developing the spring; and the new entrance to Musana 

Camps.
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Musana Camps Needs  
Listed	  in	  order	  of	  price.	  	  Top	  priori'es	  bolded	  

1. Plate,	  cup,	  utensil	  set	  -‐	  $6	  x	  60	  
2. Ma<resses	  -‐	  $50	  x	  60
3. Picnic	  tables	  -‐	  $175	  x	  10
4. Termite-‐proof	  campfire	  benches	  -‐	  $200	  
5. Honda	  Water	  pump	  -‐	  $650	  
6. General	  opera'ng	  fund	  -‐	  $1,300	  per	  month
7. Road	  ConstrucJon	  to	  Beach	  -‐	  $5,000	  

To	  donate	  
Contact	  our	  North	  American	  office	  at	  1-‐800-‐611-‐6486.
or	  go	  online	  -‐	  www.newhopeuganda.org

8. Water	  system	  compleJon	  -‐	  $8,000:	  	  	  This	  will	  install	  
a	  pipeline	  through	  the	  forest	  from	  our	  spring	  
connecJng	  to	  the	  storage	  tank	  above	  the	  campsite	  
and	  	  will	  allow	  us	  to	  use	  cleaner	  spring	  water	  
instead	  of	  rain	  water.	  	  It	  will	  fill	  automaJcally	  using	  
gravity	  instead	  of	  using	  pumps,	  generator,	  etc.

9. 4	  Wheel	  ATV	  -‐	  $9,000	  in	  Uganda
10. Cabins	  (sleep	  15	  people	  each)	  -‐	  $12,000	  x	  16	  
11. Ugandan	  Staff	  House	  -‐	  $30,000
	  

Musana Friends
1234 First Street
Anytown, State ZIP

New Hope Uganda Ministries (Musana Camps)
PO Box 154
Belle Fourche, SD 57717 


