
God, we want to serve you with our whole lives. Thank you for the 
gi  of faith freely given to us by you. In Jesus name, amen. 

Did you miss a week?  Download inserts at our website! 

18th Sunday after Pentecost 
September 18, 2016 

Lectionary 25 

Weekly Household Devotions 

Luke 16:1‐13 ‐ The Dishonest Manager 

 Faith Focus 

 Daily Readings 

 Gather Together 

+ You are a treasure to God +  

When were you faithful today? 
What shook your faith today? 

Gaining a roman c rela onship by lying about who one is has 
become a pre y standard trope in roman c comedy. The love 
interest is rich, or famous, or likes dogs, or doesn’t like dogs, 
etc. Then the whole movie becomes about hiding the truth and 
hilarity ensues.  

What do you try to gain by being dishonest about who you are 
or what you believe? 

The Dishonest Manager does something really interes ng. He 
knows that he is about to lose everything, but he doesn’t steal 
directly from his employer. Instead he tries to hide his 
dishonesty within forgiveness. In this case, forgiveness of debt. 
Instead of the “easy” path to riches, and possibly worse 
punishment, he tries to create people who owe him something, 
or maybe even like him, by giving them a break on a loan, or 
bill. He, the manager, sees more value and hope in having 
friends who will take him in than in having money to spend. 

Jesus even seems to side with the dishonest manager! 

And I tell you, make friends for yourselves by means of 
dishonest wealth so that when it is gone, they may 
welcome you into the eternal homes. Luke 16:9 

Maybe you shouldn’t steal from your employer to make 
friends, but what can you do to bolster your friendships? Take a 
friend out for coffee? Offer to help with a project? 

Renew a friendship this week. Call that old friend who has 
dri ed away and rekindle the rela onship. 

Monday through Wednesday: 
The Power of Faith  

Acts 4:1‐12 
Proverbs 17:1‐5 
Psalm 12 

What has happened in your life that made you ques on your faith in God and 
Jesus? How does the text make you think about loss of faith? 

Thursday through Saturday: 
From Death to Life  

2nd Corinthians 8:8‐15 
Ephesians 2:1‐10 
Luke 9:43‐48 

Some mes things get worse before they get be er. Cleaning a room causes 
more mess for a short me, fixing a machine o en requires that it be taken 
apart. What trials have you experienced that were difficult or painful to 
endure, but made you a be er, stronger, or more faithful person when you 
made it through? 


