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Lesson 03 - Ministry of the Apostle – Part 1 
 

Ephesians 4:11, NIV – (11) It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be 
prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to be pastors and teachers … 

 
1 Corinthians 12:28, NIV – (28) And in the church God has appointed first of all 

apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then workers of miracles, also those having 
gifts of healing, those able to help others, those with gifts of administration, and those 

speaking in different kinds of tongues. 
 
ORIGIN OF WORD “APOSTLE” 
 
1. Greek Definition 
 

 The Greek word “apostolos” means one who is sent forth. 
 
2. Greek Usage 
 

a) An Ambassador 
 

 The word “apostolos” was used in the classical Greek world to refer to an 
emissary or ambassador. 

 
b) A Fleet Of Ships 

 

 It was used of a fleet of ships that was sent out with the purpose of 
establishing a new colony. 

 
c) An Admiral Of A Fleet 

 

 It was used of the Admiral who led or commissioned the fleet. 
 

d) A Colony 
 

 It was used to refer to the new colony that had been established. 
 
3. Insight 
 

 The word “apostle” requires a number of things: 
a) A person who is sent 
b) A relationship to the people who sent him 
c) A purpose for being sent. 
d) A place to be sent to 

 
4. Jesus Our Apostle 
 

 Hebrews 3:1-2, NIV – (1) Therefore, holy brothers, who share in the heavenly 
calling, fix your thoughts on Jesus, the apostle and high priest whom we confess. 
(2) He was faithful to the one who appointed him, just as Moses was faithful in all 
God's house. 
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 The apostle was to be an extension and an actual visible manifestation of the 
one who sent him. Jesus was the great Apostle sent from the Father, to establish 
the church and to faithfully represent the will of the Father. 

 
APOSTLES IN THE BIBLE 
 
1. Jesus Christ The Great Apostle 
 

 Hebrews 3:1, NIV – (1) Therefore, holy brothers, who share in the heavenly 
calling, fix your thoughts on Jesus, the apostle and high priest whom we confess. 

 

 John 5:30, NIV – (30) By myself I can do nothing; I judge only as I hear, and my 
judgment is just, for I seek not to please myself but him who sent me. 

 

 John 6:38, NIV – (38) For I have come down from heaven not to do my will but to 
do the will of him who sent me. 

 

 As the Great Apostle, Jesus did not come on His own, He was sent by His 
Father. He only did what He was sent to do. 

 Those that received Him, received the Father. 

 As the Great Apostle, He became the pattern of ministry for all other apostles. 
 
2. The Twelve Apostles Of The Lamb 
 

 Revelation 21:14, NIV – (14) The wall of the city had twelve foundations, and on 
them were the names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb. 

 

 The first twelve apostles were called and appointed by Jesus during His earthly 
ministry. In the book of Revelation, they are referred to as the “twelve apostles of 
the Lamb.” 

 
3. Other New Testament Apostles 
 

a) Andronicus And Junias 
 

 Romans 16:7, NIV – (7) Greet Andronicus and Junias, my relatives who have 
been in prison with me. They are outstanding among the apostles, and they 
were in Christ before I was. 

 

b) Apollos 
 

 1 Corinthians. 4:6,9, NIV – (6) Now, brothers, I have applied these things to 
myself and Apollos for your benefit, so that you may learn from us the 
meaning of the saying, "Do not go beyond what is written." Then you will not 
take pride in one man over against another. … (9) For it seems to me that 
God has put us apostles on display at the end of the procession … 

 

c) Barnabas and Paul 
 

 Acts 14:14, NIV – (14) But when the apostles Barnabas and Paul heard of 
this, they tore their clothes and rushed out into the crowd, shouting: 
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d) Epaphroditus 
 

 Philippians 2:25, NIV – (25) But I think it is necessary to send back to you 
Epaphroditus, my brother, fellow worker and fellow soldier, who is also your 
messenger [Apostle], whom you sent to take care of my needs. 

 

e) James, the Brother of Jesus 
 

 Galatians 1:19, NIV – (19) I saw none of the other apostles — only James, 
the Lord's brother. 

 

f) Matthias 
 

 Acts 1:26, NIV – (26) Then they cast lots, and the lot fell to Matthias; so he 
was added to the eleven apostles. 

 

g) Silvanus and Timothy 
 

 1 Thessalonians 1:1; 2:6, NIV – (1) Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, to the church 
of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: Grace to 
you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. … (6) Nor did 
we seek glory from men, either from you or from others, when we might have 
made demands as apostles of Christ. 

 

h) Titus And The Two Unnamed Brothers 
 

 2 Corinthians 8:17-18,22-23, NIV – (17) For Titus not only welcomed our 
appeal, but he is coming to you with much enthusiasm and on his own 
initiative. (18) And we are sending along with him the brother who is praised 
by all the churches for his service to the gospel. … (22) In addition, we are 
sending with them our brother who has often proved to us in many ways that 
he is zealous, and now even more so because of his great confidence in you. 
(23) As for Titus, he is my partner and fellow worker among you; as for our 
brothers, they are representatives [Apostles] of the churches and an honor to 
Christ. 

 

i) Priscilla And Aquila? 
 

 Romans 16:3, NIV – (3) Greet Priscilla and Aquila, my fellow workers in Christ 
Jesus. 

 

j) The Seventy-Two? 
 

 Luke 9:1-2,6,10, 10:1,17,10, NIV – (1) When Jesus had called the Twelve 
together, he gave them power and authority to drive out all demons and to 
cure diseases, (2) and he sent them out [Greek = “apostled them”] to preach 
the kingdom of God and to heal the sick. … (6) So they set out and went from 
village to village, preaching the gospel and healing people everywhere. … 
(10) When the apostles returned, they reported to Jesus what they had done. 
… (10:1) After this the Lord appointed seventy-two others [72 other whats?] 
and sent them [Greek = “apostled them”] two by two ahead of him to every 
town and place where he was about to go. … (17) The seventy-two returned 
with joy and said, "Lord, even the demons submit to us in your name." … (19) 
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I have given you authority to trample on snakes and scorpions and to 
overcome all the power of the enemy; nothing will harm you. 

 

 The 72 were “apostled” just like the 12, and they were given power and 
authority just like the twelve. 

 

4. Apostles Today 
 

 Ephesians 4:11-13, NIV – (11) It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to 
be prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to be pastors and teachers, (12) 
to prepare God's people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be 
built up (13) until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of 
God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ. 

 

 Since these goals have not yet been fully attained within the body of Christ, all of 
the ministry giftings given by Jesus are to continue to operate within the church 
today. This includes the ministry of the apostle and the prophet. 

 

QUALIFICATIONS AND CHARACTERISTICS OF AN APOSTLE 
 

1. Same As For Elders 
 

 Since apostles were responsible to raise up and set elders in each local church, 
they obviously must meet the general qualifications of the elders as given in 1 
Timothy 3:1-7 and Titus 1:6-9. 

 

2. Heart And Love Of A Father 
 

 1 Corinthians 4:15-16, NIV – (15) Even though you have ten thousand guardians 
in Christ, you do not have many fathers, for in Christ Jesus I [Paul] became your 
father through the gospel. (16) Therefore I urge you to imitate me. 

 

 An apostle must also have the heart and love of a true father. 
 

3. A Spirit Of Humility 
 

 1 Corinthians 4:9-13, NIV – (9) For it seems to me that God has put us apostles 
on display at the end of the procession, like men condemned to die in the arena. 
We have been made a spectacle to the whole universe, to angels as well as to 
men. (10) We are fools for Christ, but you are so wise in Christ! We are weak, but 
you are strong! You are honored, we are dishonored! (11) To this very hour we 
go hungry and thirsty, we are in rags, we are brutally treated, we are homeless. 
(12) We work hard with our own hands. When we are cursed, we bless; when we 
are persecuted, we endure it; (13) when we are slandered, we answer kindly. Up 
to this moment we have become the scum of the earth, the refuse of the world. 

 

 1 Thessalonians 2:6-8, NIV – (6) We were not looking for praise from men, not 
from you or anyone else. As apostles of Christ we could have been a burden to 
you, (7) but we were gentle among you, like a mother caring for her little children. 
(8) We loved you so much that we were delighted to share with you not only the 
gospel of God but our lives as well, because you had become so dear to us. 

 

 2 Corinthians 1:24, NIV – (24) Not that we lord it over your faith, but we work with 
you for your joy, because it is by faith you stand firm. 
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 An apostle will be characterized by a spirit of humility. His ministry will not be as 
one who operates as a dictator. 

 

 Mistakenly, an apostle has been thought of as one who was at the top of the 
pyramid of a traditional government of man. He is thought of as one who is a high 
ranking official who would direct those who are below him in authority. 

 

 Instead, we see the ministry of the apostle as one who is at the bottom. He is one 
who with the prophet is laying foundations. He will minister and speak with great 
revelation and spiritual authority. But always, this authority will be from the heart 
of one who has humbled himself and has become a servant. 

 

 The ministry of the apostle isn't from the top down. Instead, it's from the bottom 
up. His authority and function in the government of the church is recognized, not 
because of his title but because of his function within the body of Christ. 

 

4. Minister With God-Given Authority 
 

 2 Corinthians 10:8-11, NIV – (8) For even if I boast somewhat freely about the 
authority the Lord gave us for building you up rather than pulling you down, I will 
not be ashamed of it. (9) I do not want to seem to be trying to frighten you with 
my letters. (10) For some say, "His letters are weighty and forceful, but in person 
he is unimpressive and his speaking amounts to nothing." (11) Such people 
should realize that what we are in our letters when we are absent, we will be in 
our actions when we are present. 

 

 An apostle must be willing to speak and write with authority when necessary to 
correct and bring discipline in the church. Like a policeman, he must learn to use 
his authority, or his gift means nothing 

 

5. A Servant's Heart 
 

 Matthew 20:28, NIV – (28) “... just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, 
but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many." 

 

 The early apostles spoke of themselves as servants. 
 

a) Paul 
 

 Titus 1:1, NIV – (1) Paul, a servant of God and an apostle of Jesus Christ for 
the faith of God's elect and the knowledge of the truth that leads to godliness. 
 

 Romans 1:1, NIV – (1) Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle 
and set apart for the gospel of God. 

 

b) Paul And Timothy 
 

 Philippians 1:1, NIV – (1) Paul and Timothy, servants of Christ Jesus … 
 

c) James 
 

 James 1:1, NIV – (1) James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ … 
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d) Peter 
 

 2 Peter 1:1, NIV – (1) Simon Peter, a servant and apostle of Jesus Christ … 
 

e) John 
 

 Revelation 1:1, NIV – (1) The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave him 
to show his servants what must soon take place. 

 

 There is no room for pride in the body of Christ. God does use a person to 
fulfill certain functions, however that person is never to walk in pride. 

 

6. Sacrificial Lifestyle 
 

 2 Corinthians 11:23-28, NIV – (23) Are they servants of Christ? (I am out of my 
mind to talk like this.) I am more. I have worked much harder, been in prison 
more frequently, been flogged more severely, and been exposed to death again 
and again. (24) Five times I received from the Jews the forty lashes minus one. 
(25) Three times I was beaten with rods, once I was stoned, three times I was 
shipwrecked, I spent a night and a day in the open sea, (26) I have been 
constantly on the move. I have been in danger from rivers, in danger from 
bandits, in danger from my own countrymen, in danger from Gentiles; in danger 
in the city, in danger in the country, in danger at sea; and in danger from false 
brothers. (27) I have labored and toiled and have often gone without sleep; I 
have known hunger and thirst and have often gone without food; I have been 
cold and naked. (28) Besides everything else, I face daily the pressure of my 
concern for all the churches. 

 

 An apostle must have a servant's heart and be willing to suffer hardship and 
persecution just as Jesus did. 

 

7. Increasingly Function In All Gifts And Manifestations 
 

 2 Corinthians 12:12, NIV – (12) The things that mark an apostle — signs, 
wonders and miracles — were done among you with great perseverance. 

 

 Romans 15:17-19, NIV – (17) Therefore I glory in Christ Jesus in my service to 
God. (18) I will not venture to speak of anything except what Christ has 
accomplished through me in leading the Gentiles to obey God by what I have 
said and done — (19) by the power of signs and miracles, through the power of 
the Spirit. … 

 

 Acts 2:43, NIV – (43) Everyone was filled with awe, and many wonders and 
miraculous signs were done by the apostles. 

 

 Acts 5:12, NIV – (12) The apostles performed many miraculous signs and 
wonders among the people. … 

 

 An apostle is called into his ministry gifting as are all of the others in the fivefold 
ministry. He will, however, need to grow and mature until the time when his 
ministry gifting, as an apostle, will be recognized and will begin to function as he 
is sent out to do the work of an apostle by his local church. During this time, he 
will function in any or all of the other ministry giftings as an evangelist, pastor, 
teacher or prophet. 
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 Once his apostolic ministry begins, he will also continue to do the work of an 
evangelist, pastor, teacher or prophet in addition to those functions that are 
specifically the function of the apostle. 

 

 An Apostle will function in all of the ministry giftings and operate in all of the 
manifestations of the Holy Spirit. 

 

8. Minister With Boldness And Authority 
 

 Acts 4:29-31, NIV – (29) Now, Lord, consider their threats and enable your 
servants to speak your word with great boldness. (30) Stretch out your hand to 
heal and perform miraculous signs and wonders through the name of your holy 
servant Jesus." (31) After they prayed, the place where they were meeting was 
shaken. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God 
boldly. 

 

 Even in the face of persecution and threats on his life, an apostle will minister 
with great boldness and authority. 

 

 2 Corinthians 10:8, NIV – (8) For even if I boast somewhat freely about the 
authority the Lord gave us for building you up rather than pulling you down, I will 
not be ashamed of it. 

 

 The purpose of all God-given authority is to build people up, never tear them 
down. 

 

9. Minister With Revelation Knowledge 
 

 Galatians 1:11-12, NIV – (11) I want you to know, brothers, that the gospel I 
preached is not something that man made up. (12) I did not receive it from any 
man, nor was I taught it; rather, I received it by revelation from Jesus Christ. 

 

 Ephesians 3:4-5, NIV – (4) … my insight into the mystery of Christ, (5) which was 
not made known to men in other generations as it has now been revealed by the 
Spirit to God's holy apostles and prophets. 

 

10. Live As An Example 
 

 1 Corinthians 11:1, NIV – (1) Follow my example, as I follow the example of 
Christ. 

 

 2 Corinthians 6:3-10, NIV – (3) We put no stumbling block in anyone's path, so 
that our ministry will not be discredited. (4) Rather, as servants of God we 
commend ourselves in every way: in great endurance; in troubles, hardships and 
distresses; (5) in beatings, imprisonments and riots; in hard work, sleepless 
nights and hunger; (6) in purity, understanding, patience and kindness; in the 
Holy Spirit and in sincere love; (7) in truthful speech and in the power of God; 
with weapons of righteousness in the right hand and in the left; (8) through glory 
and dishonor, bad report and good report; genuine, yet regarded as impostors; 
(9) known, yet regarded as unknown; dying, and yet we live on; beaten, and yet 
not killed; (10) sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; poor, yet making many rich; having 
nothing, and yet possessing everything. 

 

 Paul walked with a deep personal relationship with God and was a continual 
example to all believers. 
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11. Deep Relationship With God 
 

 Galatians 2:20, NIV – (20) I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, 
but Christ lives in me. The life I live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, 
who loved me and gave himself for me. 

 

 Philippians 3:10, NIV – (10) I want to know Christ and the power of his 
resurrection and the fellowship of sharing in his sufferings, becoming like him in 
his death. 

 

 An Apostle will minister from a deep personal relationship with God 
 

12. Under Authority 
 

 Acts 13:1-3; 14:26-27, NIV – (1) In the church at Antioch … (2) While they were 
worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, "Set apart for me Barnabas 
and Saul for the work to which I have called them." (3) So after they had fasted 
and prayed, they placed their hands on them and sent them off. … (14:26) From 
Attalia they sailed back to Antioch, where they had been committed to the grace 
of God for the work they had now completed. (27) On arriving there, they 
gathered the church together and reported all that God had done through them 
and how he had opened the door of faith to the Gentiles. 

 

 Acts 15:2-3, 33, NIV – (2) … So Paul and Barnabas were appointed, along with 
some other believers, to go up to Jerusalem to see the apostles and elders about 
this question. (3) The church sent them on their way … (33) After spending some 
time there, they were sent off by the brothers with the blessing of peace to return 
to those who had sent them. 

 

 An apostle will minister and speak with authority, but he will be a man under 
authority because he is accountable to the other apostles and elders from whom 
he was sent. The only person who can truly speak with God's authority is a 
person who is under authority and in a proper relationship to others. He is 
accountable to the other apostles and elders from whom he is sent. 

 

13. Minister By Relationship 
 

 1 Corinthians 9:2, NIV – (2) Even though I may not be an apostle to others, 
surely I am to you! For you are the seal of my apostleship in the Lord. 

 

 Philippians 4:3, NIV – (3) Yes, and I ask you, loyal yokefellow, help these women 
who have contended at my side in the cause of the gospel. 

 

 An Apostle will be recognized and received out of relationships to certain 
churches and other ministries. He will have a special relationship to those to 
whom he ministers when his apostolic ministry is received. From this spiritual 
relationship, the apostle will govern and bring any necessary discipline, 
accountability, stability and protection from deception into the lives of believers, 
ministries and churches. 

 

 He will also have a close relationship and respect from others who are 
functioning within the fivefold ministry and to all the believers in these local 
churches. 


