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THREE INSTITUTIONS OF MINISTRY IN THE NEW TESTAMENT

1. Family of God (in heaven and on earth)

 Ephesians 3:14-15, NKJV – (14) For this reason I bow my knees to the Father of
our Lord Jesus Christ, (15) from whom the whole family in heaven and earth is
named.

 The word “father” referring to God is used more than 400 times in the New
Testament

 When you add references to family, brothers, sisters, etc., there are almost 1000
references

 Matthew 23:23-24, NKJV – (23) "Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites!
For you pay tithe of mint and anise and cummin, and have neglected the
weightier matters of the law: justice and mercy and faith. These you ought to
have done, without leaving the others undone. (24) Blind guides, who strain out a
gnat and swallow a camel!

 The Pharisees were emphasizing the less important doctrines.
 According to the Bible, because of the number of references, the family of God is

a VERY important doctrine.

2. Church (on earth)

 The word “church” is used 74 times in the New Testament
 So the “church” is an important doctrine, but not as important as the family of

God

 You do not grow churches.
 People grow, churches are built.
 Churches are built by living stones.

 1 Peter 2:5, NKJV – (5) You also, as living stones, are being built up a spiritual
house, a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God
through Jesus Christ.
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3. Kingdom (not on earth)

 The kingdom is the domain or rule of the King
 The “Kingdom of God” is about the person of the Kingdom: God
 The “Kingdom of Heaven” is about the “realm” of the King’s rule

a) Third Heaven

 2 Corinthians 12:2, NKJV – (2) I know a man in Christ who fourteen years ago —
whether in the body I do not know, or whether out of the body I do not know, God
knows — such a one was caught up to the third heaven.

 The third heaven is where the throne of God is.

b) Second Heaven

 Revelation 8:13, NKJV – (13) And I looked, and I heard an angel flying through
the midst of heaven, saying with a loud voice, "Woe, woe, woe to the inhabitants
of the earth, because of the remaining blasts of the trumpet of the three angels
who are about to sound!"

 “Midst of heaven” – literally = “the middle heaven”

 The second heaven is the realm of angels and demons

c) First Heaven

 Mark 6:41, NKJV – (41) And when He had taken the five loaves and the two fish,
He looked up to heaven ..

 The first heaven is the realm of the sky and space.

SPIRITUAL WARFARE

 Matthew 11:12, NKJV – (12) And from the days of John the Baptist until now the
kingdom of heaven suffers violence, and the violent take it by force.

 “Heaven” = the second heaven, the realm of spiritual warfare

 Daniel 10:12-13, NKJV – (12) Then he said to me, "Do not fear, Daniel, for from
the first day that you set your heart to understand, and to humble yourself before
your God, your words were heard; and I have come because of your words. (13)
But the prince of the kingdom of Persia withstood me twenty-one days; and
behold, Michael, one of the chief princes, came to help me, for I had been left
alone there with the kings of Persia.

 The kingdom of God functions in the second heaven
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THREE TYPES OF POWER

 Matthew 16:18-19, NKJV – (18) And I also say to you that you are Peter, and on
this rock I will build My church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it.
(19) And I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you
bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be
loosed in heaven."

 First mention of the word “church”

 Keys are symbolic of authority

1. Dunamis – “Power”

 Acts 1 – Great power (like a lit dynamite)

2. Kretos – “Might”

 Exploding power – dunamis in action (like exploding dynamite)

3. Exousia – “Authority”

The right to start things in motion (like a man with a match to light the dynamite)

 “I will give you the keys …”
 Jesus was speaking to the “you” (plural) to the twelve, not just to Peter

THREE LEVELS OF SPIRITUAL AUTHORITY

1. Believer’s Authority

 John 1:12, NKJV – (12) But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right
[authority] to become children of God, to those who believe in His name:

 They were born of the Father
 Now they were given authority to start living like a son

2. Disciples’ Authority

 Luke 10:1,19, NKJV – (1) After these things the Lord appointed seventy others
also, and sent them two by two before His face into every city and place where
He Himself was about to go. … (19) Behold, I give you the authority to trample on
serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy, and nothing shall
by any means hurt you.
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 Authority given to the 70, sent them out 2 by 2
 “70” is a number symbolic of “disciples”
 And Jesus sent them out in teams (2 by 2, or 3, or 4)
 And Jesus gave them authority to trample over Satan’s forces

3. Governmental Authority

 Luke 9:1, NKJV – (1) Then He called His twelve disciples together and gave
them power [dunamis] and authority [exousia] over all demons, and to cure
diseases.

 Authority given to the apostles
 Authority over demons and to cure diseases, given to the 12

 The number “12” is symbolic of divine authority, governmental authority, divine
purposes

 12 apostles, 12 tribes, 12 foundation stones, 12 gates in revelation

 Jesus gave them spiritual government to take over a region
 When the 12 prayed, there were earthquakes!

WHAT DO WE NEED?

 Perhaps we need the regional leaders to gather weekly or biweekly, in a different
church or town each time, to tear down the strongholds over cities

 The apostles always sent 2 representatives into a city, they went with the
authority of the 12, and they gave authority to others in the new city.

 Perhaps we need to form a spiritual council to administrate God’s authority over
our region.

 It takes more than one hand to turn a key of the Kingdom!


