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“When it would 

have been easier to 

look the other way,       

Jill Stanek’s 

commitment to 

Christ led her to risk 

her job, reputation, 

and friendships to 

stop the terrible 

practices of 

abortion and 

infanticide.”   

Jill Stanek to Keynote at Gala for Life 

Bella is pleased to announce that Jill 
Stanek will be the featured speaker at 
the 2015 benefit Gala for Life on 
Thursday, October 15, at the Holiday 
Inn Convention Center in Spearfish.   

When it would have been easier to 
look the other way, Jill Stanek’s com-
mitment to Christ led her to risk her 
job, reputation, and friendships to 
stop the terrible practices of abortion 
and infanticide.  Jill was a registered 
nurse in the Labor & Delivery Depart-
ment at Christ Hospital in Oak Lawn, 
Illinois where she discovered that not 
only were abortions being preformed  
there, but babies were being aborted 
alive to die without medical care. 

When hospital leaders said that they 
would not stop, Jill went public and 
has become a national figure in the 
effort to protect both born and pre-
born infants.  Jill remained at Christ 
Hospital, fighting the fight from the 
inside, until she was terminated in 
2001 for reasons related to her public 
outspokenness to its abortion practic-
es. 

Jill has been quoted in the national 
media on television, on radio, in 
print, and by local and national legis-
lators.  
 
Jill has now testified ten times before 
the Judiciary Constitution Subcom-

mittee of the U.S. House of Repre-
sentatives and in several state legisla-
tures.   
 
Jill’s written testimony has been read 
several times in key U.S. Congression-
al debates on the Partial Birth Abor-
tion Ban and Born Alive Infants Pro-
tection Act. In 2002, Jill was invited to 
the signing of the Born-Alive Infants 
Protection Act by President George 
W. Bush, and in 2003, she was invited 
again by President Bush to his signing 
of the Partial Birth Abortion Ban, 
which protects partially delivered 
babies from being killed by abortion.  
 
In January 2003, World magazine 
named Jill as one of the 30 most 
prominent pro-life leaders in the 
movement over the past 30 years and 
in 2009, Jill received the prestigious 
Life Prizes Award by the Gerard Foun-
dation. 

Today Jill writes at 
www.jillstanek.com, one of the top 
ranking pro-life blogs in the U.S.  In 
2015 Family Research Council gave Jill 
its “Digital Pro-Life Pioneer Award.” 

Table and tickets for the Gala for Life 
are available online at bellapart-
ners.org or at the Bella office, 605-
642-4140, 119 E. Grant Street, Spear-
fish. The Gala is scheduled 6:30-8:30 
PM on October 15th.  

http://www.jillstanek.com/


 

New Clients         56 

 Female         53 

 Male           3 

Return Clients (Carry over from 2014)     13 

Pregnancy Test Clients        43 

 Positive Tests                      30 

 Negative Tests                      13 

% of At-risk Pregnant Clients       27%  

Ultrasound Confirmations        30 

Ultrasound Model Scans                          34 

Options Counseling         8 

 

Clients who chose to carry to term          27 

Clients who chose abortion             0 

Clients who chose adoption             0 

Miscarriages              3 

Clients whose results are unknown            3 

Earn While You Learn clients           22 new 

                     13 return 

Abstinence/Relationship Counsel              27 

Post Abortion /Pregnancy Loss            4 

Total Client Visits (Jan-July 2015)             337 

 

January-July 2015 Statistical Report 

A Thought from the Executive Director by Roxie Johnson 
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I have started and restarted this article more 

times than I care to admit. So many, in fact, 

that I now have a file where I have stored the 

many “beginnings.” Right now, my heart is 

full of so many things that are crying out to 

be heard and addressed: major issues in our 

nation, client and center needs at Bella, cri-

ses in my family.  So many important things, 

that at times knowing what to focus on can 

seem overwhelming. 

Even as I write this, the answer is pulsating in 

my heart and mind. “Seek ye first the King-

dom of God, and His righteousness; and all 

these things will be added unto you.”  Oh, 

the comfort of the Holy Spirit, the assurance 

of His Word. How blessed I am to be a child 

of the living God! 

Since I’m already being transparent, I might 

as well admit that it can be hard for me to be 

a “Mary” in what I see as a “Martha” world. 

Some things seem too important to post-

pone or let go. But then, what could be more 

important than spending time at the feet of 

Jesus? Even He took time to get away to fel-

lowship and spend time in prayer with His 

Heavenly Father. It only makes sense that we 

would do the same.  

For me the reasons are clear. This is where 

spiritual intimacy is built; where strength and 

grace are obtained; where peace is imparted; 

where solutions to life’s perplexing problems 

are acquired; where living waters flow; and 

where rest and rejuvenation are found.  

When Martha asked Jesus to tell Mary to 

help her with all the work, Jesus’ response 

was, “Martha, Martha, you are worried and 

upset about many things, but few things are 

needed—or indeed only one.  Mary has cho-

sen what is better, and it will not be taken 

away from her.” 

Pardon me, while I close this article and go 

enjoy that which is better, the sweet life of 

fellowship at the feet of Jesus. 

“Even He took 

time away to fel-

lowship and spend 

time in prayer 

with His Heavenly 

Father.” 



From a Client’s Heart  
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“The joy we had 

been feeling was 

diminished and 

replaced by many 

emotions, with hurt 

and anger at the 

top of the list. ” 

I have been so blessed to have had Bella be a part of my life! The rollercoaster ride I have been on 

has been quite rough and the staff and volunteers at Bella have made it a little more manageable. 

I had went in for a pregnancy test pretty sure it was going to be positive but what played out was 

certainly not what I was expecting.  I was enrolled in nursing school to start in August, my fiancé 

was working thru a temp agency, waiting to be hired on full time and we were utilizing all that we 

had previously learned at Bella in raising our 2 year old daughter. The test came back positive and 

so we prepared to do an ultrasound to confirm a viable pregnancy. We saw not one but two ba-

bies and the ride began.  The disbelief of being pregnant with twins was quickly followed by fear. 

How were we going to be able to raise two more babies? The nurse, Chelsea, helped to keep me 

as calm as possible with her words of encouragement and spent the extra time I needed to fully 

comprehend what was taking place. As the days went by, the fear was replaced with excitement 

and a joy of being a mom to twins! I went into “mommy mode” and started to share with those 

close to us about our new adventure. Brandon and I began to plan a wedding for September as 

we wanted to do things right for our children. What happened next I’m still processing. The next 

ultrasound done confirmed that at 8wks and 5days neither one of my babies had a heartbeat. My 

heart sank and an immediate feeling of guilt overwhelmed me.  I blamed myself because I re-

member saying, “I can’t take care of two more babies, how am I going to do this, I’m enrolled to 

finish school, will Brandon be mad at me” and many other comments that I now felt I was being 

blamed for by saying. The joy we had been feeling was diminished and replaced by many emo-

tions, with hurt and anger at the top of the list. As I prepared for surgery, everyone at Bella reas-

sured me it was nothing I had done wrong and were so gracious and careful with helping me 

come to terms with my new loss. There are not words to describe this terrible feeling of loss and 

never being able to hold my babies. People have a lot of different opinions, shared and unshared, 

as my babies were so young, but I grieve for my two little ones that I will not get to meet until I 

see them in heaven.  Thank you to everyone at Bella for helping me thru my struggles and for the 

continued care and concern! It is much appreciated. The grief will never leave, it will only become 

more bearable.  And the wedding is still on for September. Between the excitement of that and 

being able to hold my precious two year old daughter while I grieve the loss of my two babies, 

God and the support of so many, including Bella, has got me through it.  

         ~ Amanda 

                     HELP WANTED: REGISTERED NURSE 

If you are a Registered Nurse interested in working part-

time for a dynamic Christian ministry, Bella may be the 

place for you. We are currently seeking a part-time nurse 

to train in Limited Obstetrical Ultrasound and provide 

early pregnancy medical services for women in un-

planned pregnancies. If you have an interest, please sub-

mit your resume to info@bellapartners.org or PO Box 

755, Spearfish, SD  57783.  

For all the latest  

happenings at Bella, 

check out our partner   

website at: 

Bellapartners.org. 

 

 

 

You can also  

follow us  

on Facebook  

and Twitter. 
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“Words of truth 

shared with the    

absolute compassion 

of Christ are what 

bring eternal change 

to the heart.”   

It has been said that, “As the family goes, 
so goes the nation and so goes the whole 
world in which we live.”  In the days and 
weeks leading up to our annual Gala for 
Life we are saddened by the rulings of our 
courts and the shifting of our society away 
from the traditional, and biblically based, 
family unit. With every conviction, we 
know that God’s plan for the family is one 
filled with purpose and it offers the most 
hope. Having said that, there is one area of 
society where the tide is turning in favor of 
the family and biblical principles – the pro-
life movement.  
 
Although advances for the sanctity of hu-
man life aren’t regularly broadcast via the 
mainstream media, the battles currently 
being won cause us to look ahead encour-
aged and all the more empowered to fight 
for life!  With the closing of abortion clinics 
around the nation, advances in medical 
science, and pro-life laws being passed in 
numerous states there is much hope that 
the millennial generation is the pro-life 
generation. 
 

A real turning point in the battle for life has 
been the increase in the ability of ex-
pectant families to see their babies in the 
very early stages of development by way of 
ultrasound. On a daily basis people are re-
alizing that life in the womb is worthy of 
protection. 
 
As Christians we are to be active, not pas-
sive, in sharing the truth. Ultrasound is one 
way we are able to save lives by doing this. 
However, as the Psalmist says in Psalm 
119:103, “How sweet are your words to my 
taste, sweeter than honey to my mouth”. 
Words of truth shared with the absolute 
compassion of Christ are what bring eter-
nal change to the heart.  When we share 
His truth with a large helping of His love, 
lives are also saved for His Kingdom. 
 
The Gala for Life provides a unique oppor-
tunity to share the mission and vision of 
Bella with others, asking them to partner 
with us through financial support and vol-
unteerism.  I’m excited for the big night 
and I hope to see you there!  

Trinity’s Corner by Trinity Lewis 
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At Bella, we feel very fortunate and blessed to have the support of so many indi-

viduals, families, churches, businesses, civic groups, and other organizations in the 

community. Our heartfelt thanks to each and every  person and entity that gives to 

Bella financially and with in-kind donations. Your gifts bring joy to our hearts and 

great blessings for our clients. Thank you  so much for your generosity.   

While our hearts are full of gratitude for every donor and donation, we would like 

to acknowledge two very special groups that went above and beyond for Bella in 

the last few months. 

Words seem so insufficient in thanking the Knights of Columbus for Bella’s amazing 

new 3-D ultrasound machine. For the last couple of years,  the local KC group has 

been working diligently behind the scenes, raising money to provide Bella with a 

new ultrasound machine. This summer, their dream (and ours) became a reality!  

We were all thrilled beyond belief when the machine rolled off the delivery truck 

last month, and since then, we (and our clients) have been in awe of the crystal 

clear images, and of course, of the new 3D scans! Our heartfelt thanks to each and 

every one of the KCs, who worked so hard to accomplish this wonderful task, and 

to each and every donor who gave so generously toward the ultrasound machine. 

We are ecstatic over this gift!! 

We would also like to thank the wonderful group of people from Countryside 

Church that chose Bella as a project site for their Weekend of Compassion. 20+ 

men, women, and children gathered at Bella the latter part of May to work on ser-

vice projects that included everything from washing windows to cutting out a dead 

tree in the courtyard. We could not have been more pleased with the results of 

their labor! They left our building and grounds in tip-top shape with everything 

gleaming! Thank you, each and every one, for pouring your hearts and souls into 

the various projects that we had for you!  

“We were all thrilled 

beyond belief when the 

machine rolled off the 

delivery truck last 

month, and since then, 

we (and our clients) have 

been in awe of the crys-

tal clear images, and of 

course, of the new 3D 

scans! “ 

Bella Blessings 

Local KC member, Virgil Dodson, presenting Roxie with a check for the new 3D ultrasound machine.  Shown 

L-R; Roxie Johnson, Virgil Dodson, Chelsea Iversen and Sonography Now trainer, Connie Ambrecht. 
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Open House & Dedication Ceremony 
 
Bella is now 3D! We are thrilled to let you know that our new 3-D ultrasound machine has ar-
rived and is now in service!!  To celebrate this invaluable gift from the Knights of Columbus, 
Bella will be holding an Open House and Dedication Ceremony on Friday, September 18, 10:00 
AM-2:00 PM.  Please come and bring your family and friends!!  The machine will be dedicated 
at 10:00 AM and a light lunch will be served throughout the Open House. 
 
Walk for Life 
 
The weather was rain, mixed with snow for Bella’s 23rd annual Walk for Life in May. Even so, 
our faithful walkers were cheerful and upbeat as they walked the two-mile loop through the 
Spearfish City Park and Campground.  In all, our walkers raised $13,735 for the ministry, which 
brought plenty of sunshine to an otherwise cloudy day.   
 
  
 

Bella Happenings 

We will be  

celebrating  

“The Sweet Life” 

at Bella’s 

14th annual 

Gala for Life 

on Thursday, 

October 15th 

6:30-8:30 PM 

at the Holiday Inn 

Convention Center 

in Spearfish.  

 

If you would like to 

purchase tickets, be 

an Underwriter or 

Table Sponsor for 

the  Gala for Life, 

contact us at  

605-642-4140 or 

return the response 

form enclosed with 

this newsletter. 

Pictured above: Bella’s top walkers, granddaughter and grandmother team, Karoline Neill 

and Mary Ann Hackert,  Joleen Beeman, and Roxie Johnson. Together, these ladies raised 

49% of the total pledges made to the Walk for Life!  This year marked Mary Ann Hackert’s 

16th Walk for Life, most of which she came in as Bella’s top walker (including this year!)   

Mortgage Payoff Campaign 
 
Although we will not be making another appeal for the Mortgage Campaign until December,  
donations can be made toward our mortgage payoff at any time throughout the year.  Simply 
enclose a note with your check or write “Mortgage” in the memo and we will apply it directly 
to the principle to pay off the mortgage.   
 
Earn While You Learn 
 
One of the things that we love about our volunteers is their generosity, not only with the time 
they faithfully donate to the ministry, but their willingness to step in and meet some of the 
needs that we haven’t anticipated. This year, we’ve had several clients requesting information 
about adoption, Bible studies and relationships. Because of this, we decided to add some new 
modules to our Earn While You Learn program that address these interests. Since we had not 
included the modules in our budget, some of our volunteers stepped in and donated toward 
the purchase.  We’ve also been having issues with our stereo and a DVD/VCR player for which 
volunteers have also offered to step in financially to help us resolve. What can we say? Our 
volunteers are truly the heart of this ministry! Thank you, each and every one for all you do for 
Bella!! 



Nurse’s Notes by Chelsea Iversen 
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Administrative Perspective by Tana Fremont 

I am running through several client stories in my mind, trying to pick just one 

to share with you.  However, doing this makes me realize that so many of 

these stories are touching and it is hard to pick one.  Each client that walks 

through Bella’s doors is distinctly unique from all others.  Each story is pre-

cious in its own way.  I cannot fully express how much every woman or family 

means to me.  Do some clients make choices that I wish they would not?  Put 

simply, the answer is yes.  However, these women and their lives are anything 

but simple.  Through sorrow, happiness, disappointment, joy, and so many 

more feelings, each and every client has carved out their own place in my 

heart.  While certainly not to the same degree, I would imagine that this is 

much the same way that God feels about us.  He loves each one of us regard-

less of the good or bad choices we make, and each and every one of us has 

taken up residency in His heart.       

“I cannot fully     

express how much 

every woman or 

family means to 

me.” 

My heart is overwhelmed with joy and great appreciation! I have only been 

at Bella for a little less than two years but it has been 21 months of pure 

amazement with a little faith building thrown in! I am awed on a daily basis 

by the generosity of our faithful and generous donors. If it were possible, I 

would personally call to thank each and every one of you because that is 

how much your support means to all of us here at Bella. It’s amazing to 

know that when our funds may be running low or we have an unexpected 

financial situation arise and our human nature of worry and fret set in, God 

is sure to show up via you, our true and faithful supporters! The many do-

nors who bring in diapers, cribs, car seats, infant clothing, etc. would be so 

happy to see the smiles on our clients’ faces as they pick things out for 

their new little bundles of joy. It is because of all of our good and faithful 

servants that Bella can bless so many individuals and families. I will try to 

contain my joyful tears as I check-in those new boutique items and open 

those daily donations and pray that you will be blessed for blessing so 

many!! Keep up the good work! 

“If it were possible, I 

would personally 

call to thank each 

and every one of you 

because that is how 

much your support 

means to all of us 

here at Bella.” 
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If you would like your name 

removed from our newsletter 

list, please call  Bella at       

605-642-4140 or email us      

at info@bellapartners.org  

Please plan to join us at 

Bella’s 14th annual benefit  

Gala for Life!  

Thursday, October 15, 2015 

6:30-8:30 PM 

Spearfish Holiday Inn Convention Center 

 
(Reservation, table and ticket information enclosed) 


