
Forgiveness



Therefore let us also, seeing we are 
surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, 
lay aside every weight and the sin which so 

easily entangles us, and let us run with 
patience the race that is set before us, (WEB)

Hebrews 12:1



21 Jesus looking at him loved him, and said to 
him, “One thing you lack. Go, sell whatever 
you have, and give to the poor, and you will 

have treasure in heaven; and come, follow me, 
taking up the cross.” (WEB)

Mark 10:17-23



One thing…



The difference between  
condemnation & conviction 

 
Conviction is brought by  

the Holy Spirit and provides a solution 
!

Condemnation comes from the enemy  
and provides no remedy



You will know the truth, 	

and the truth will make you free.” 	


(WEB)

Romans 8:32



A major hindrance 
in many people’s lives...  

 
Our parents 

They were meant to represent God’s love to us.  

So how we relate to them	

can affect how we relate to God.  



God’s intent was that our 
parents would love us perfectly.  

Because of the fall,  
we have not received the love we needed.  



Many people now have a distorted view  
of what Father God is like.   

 
“I have had one father, I don’t want another one”   



Understanding the  
importance of forgiveness.  

 
When we forgive our parents, 

our hearts can open up to God. 



What I was taught about  
forgiveness... 

!

√ Jesus forgave me, I have to forgive	

√ Forgiveness is a one time event	

√ Do it once - Don’t mention again	

√ Blanket forgiveness for all!  



The problem with	

blanket forgiveness...	


 
What if you still struggle with issues of pain 

and hurt towards somebody?  
 

You start feeling guilty and  
the end result is shame.



Forgiveness is a process 
!

The Lord’s prayer...  

Matthew 6:12  
Forgive us our debts, 	


as we also forgive our debtors.



We can make a decision to  
forgive today but it may take a while to 

complete.  

Forgiveness has had it’s complete work when 
you hold no ill will towards that person. 



In Matthew 18, 
Peter asked Jesus...  

‘How many times do I forgive? 
... Up to seven times?’



21 Then Peter came and said to him, “Lord, 
how often shall my brother sin against me, 

and I forgive him? Until seven times?”

Matthew 18:21-35



22 Jesus said to him, “I don’t tell you until seven 
times, but, until seventy times seven. 23 Therefore 
the Kingdom of Heaven is like a certain king, who 
wanted to reconcile accounts with his servants. 24 
When he had begun to reconcile, one was brought 

to him who owed him ten thousand talents.

Matthew 18:22-24



25 But because he couldn’t pay, his lord commanded 
him to be sold, with his wife, his children, and all 

that he had, and payment to be made. 26 The servant 
therefore fell down and kneeled before him, saying, 
‘Lord, have patience with me, and I will repay you 
all!’ 27 The lord of that servant, being moved with 

compassion, released him, and forgave him the debt.

Matthew 18:25-27



28 “But that servant went out, and found one of his 
fellow servants, who owed him one hundred denarii, 

and he grabbed him, and took him by the throat, saying, 
‘Pay me what you owe!’ 29 “So his fellow servant fell 

down at his feet and begged him, saying, ‘Have 
patience with me, and I will repay you!’ 30 He would 
not, but went and cast him into prison, until he should 

pay back that which was due.

Matthew 18:28-30



31 So when his fellow servants saw what was done, 
they were exceedingly sorry, and came and told to 
their lord all that was done. 32 Then his lord called 

him in, and said to him, ‘You wicked servant! I 
forgave you all that debt, because you begged me.	


33 Shouldn’t you also have had mercy on your fellow 
servant, even as I had mercy on you?’

Matthew 18:31-33



34 His lord was angry, and delivered him to the 
tormentors, until he should pay all that was due to 

him. 35 So my heavenly Father will also do to 
you, if you don’t each forgive your brother from 

your hearts for his misdeeds.” (WEB)

Matthew 18:34-35



#1. The King wanted  
to settle accounts...



To forgive with integrity...  
 

We need to be aware of  
what has been stolen from us. 



The Servant’s Debt  
10,000 talents = Millions of dollars 



Forgiveness is 
cancelling the debt



Forgiveness is for our benefit 
...not theirs!  



#2. The King had compassion 
on his servant.  



Your parents are unable to pay back  
what they owe you.  

 
Ask God for compassion  

for them.



How God has treated us?



The servant’s ungodly  
response to the king’s mercy



Blessed are the merciful,	

for they shall obtain mercy. (WEB)

Matthew 5:7



God wants to break  
the generational cycle of pain...



My experience at  
the men’s retreat...



Forgiveness will set us  
free from our own prisons.



Forgiveness is a daily choice.



If we confess our sins, he is faithful and 
righteous to forgive us the sins, and to 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness. (WEB)

1 John 1:9



“Therefore be merciful, 	

even as your Father is also merciful. (WEB)

Luke 6:36



There is therefore now no condemnation 
for those who are in Christ Jesus. (ESV)

Romans 8:1



The foolishness of man subverts his way; 
his heart rages against Yahweh. (WEB)

Proverbs 19:3



Let’s ask God for help  
so that we can forgive  

our parents...  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