
Bella Pregnancy Resource Center Newsletter              Fall 2013 

Bella  

119 E. Grant, Suite 2 

P.O. Box 755 

Spearfish, SD  57783 

Helpline: 

605.642.4140 

Business Line:  

605.642.1959 

bellapartners.org 

bellapregnancy.com 

 

H eartbeat 
Board of Directors: 

Eric Nies 

Lyle Haak 

Andy Anderson 

Judie Miller 

John Sundberg 

Roxie Johnson 

 

Medical Director: 

Dr. Thomas Groeger, 

 MD 

 

Executive Director: 

Roxie Johnson 

 

Center Director/Nurse: 

Jodie Baxendale 

 

Administrative  

Assistant: 

Jodi Baier 

 

 

We are excited to announce that Pastor 

Herb Lusk will be the special guest 

speaker at the Dessert Gala!! 

If this seems like déjà vu, you’re right.  

Pastor Lusk was scheduled as the guest 

speaker at last year’s Gala but was una-

ble to attend after a Northeasterner 

blew into the East Coast, closing all the 

airports out there.   

We are delighted that Pastor Lusk has 

agreed to give this year another try!  So 

even though the following information 

may sound familiar, we felt it was worth 

sharing again.  

Pastor Lusk left his position as an NFL 

player for the Philadelphia Eagles in 

1978 to commit himself to the service of 

those in poverty:  the jobless, the home-

less, the hungry, and those in prison and 

their children.  As a NFL tailback, Pastor 

Lusk was known as the first NFL player 

to kneel and pray after scoring.  When 

asked what he was doing, he replied, “I 

was just giving thanks”! 

In 1982 Pastor Lusk became Senior Pas-

tor at the Greater Exodus Baptist Church 

in Philadelphia.  Through the church, 

Pastor Lusk founded People for People 

in 1989, a community development and 

revitalization program that includes a 

Charter School, Early Childhood Devel-

opment Center, welfare to work pro-

gram called EARN,  Mentoring Children 

of Purpose program, What Matter Most 

Abstinence Program, the PFP Communi-

ty Development Credit Union, and the 

Hope Pregnancy Center for those facing 

crisis pregnancies. 

“Nightline, Hardball, 

NBC, CBS ABC, and FOX 

are among the many 

news broadcast that 

have featured 

appearances by    

Pastor Lusk.” 

Herb Lusk to Headline Dessert Gala 

Pastor Lusk also founded Stand for Africa 

to raise awareness about African AIDS 

orphans and their families.  This program 

currently funds stable, reliable initiatives in 

seven countries on the African continent.  

Due to his tireless efforts in this area, Pas-

tor Lusk received a Presidential appoint-

ment to the Presidential Advisory Council 

on HIV & AIDS. 

Most recently, Pastor Lusk led PFP into 

partnership with Eastern University in or-

der to create higher education opportuni-

ties for those who are unable to otherwise 

afford college.  He is currently working to 

create the PFP Family Community Center  

that will remove students and their fami-

lies from dangerous Philadelphia streets 

and provide them with space for safe 

events and activities beneficial to their 

families. 

Nightline, Hardball, NBC, CBS, ABC, and 

FOX are among the many news broadcasts 

that have featured appearances by Pastor 

Lusk; he has received countless awards, 

honors and citations, and has served on 

the board of numerous organizations.  

Pastor Lusk travels to Africa several times 

each year  to meet with national and com-

munity leaders to direct Stand for Africa 

funding into the most cost-effective chan-

nels for the greatest impact in the war 

against HIV/AIDS.  In 2005, Philadelphia 

Magazine named Pastor Lusk as one of 

Philadelphia’s 50 most influential leaders. 

He has hosted a President of the United 

States twice at PFP in the last decade.  

Pastor Lusk is married; he and his beloved 

wife, Vickey, have three adult children.  



seems to be most predominant 

in the abortion debate.  After all, 

no other issue stirs more contro-

versy than this one.   

At Bella, we believe in the bibli-

cal teaching for the Sanctity of 

Human Life (SOHL) that says that 

all human life, which includes 

the unborn, is known by God and 

valuable to Him.   

We also believe that after 40 

years of legalized abortion in 

America, it has never taken more 

courage or been more important 

to take a stand on this important 

issue.  For this reason, we have 

chosen “Stand 4 Life” as the 

theme of this year’s Dessert 

Gala. 

So what is the “everything” God 

has called us to do in order to 

“Stand 4 Life” and uphold the 

SOHL principle?  All that we can 

to make it possible for a woman 

in an unplanned pregnancy to 

carry to term. We do this by 

offering emotional support, ac-

As the battle between good and 

evil seems to grow more intense, 

it’s easy to feel overwhelmed 

with the negative changes we 

see in society.  It is also tempting 

to blame our leaders and the 

media for the injustice we see in 

our nation, but the Bible tells us 

that our struggle is “not with 

flesh and blood but against the 

rulers, against the authori-

ties, against the powers of this 

dark world and against the spir-

itual forces of evil in the heaven-

ly realms.”  (Ephesians 6:12)   

The passage in Ephesians 6 indi-

cates that as Christians, we are 

to be pro-active, not passive.  

First, it says to put on the full 

armor of God. Next, we are to 

“do everything”, and once we 

have done everything, we are to 

stand, praying in the Spirit on 

every occasion and with every 

form of prayer. (See Ephesians 

6:10-19)   

The culture war in our nation 
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Put on the full armor 

of God, so that you 

can take your stand 

against the devil’s 

schemes.  

 Ephesians 6:11 

New Clients         55 

 Female         49 

 Male           6 

Return Clients (Carry over from 2011)     18 

Pregnancy Test Clients        46 

 Positive Tests                      39 

 Negative Tests                        7 

 Tests at Doctor          2   

Ultrasound Confirmations        37 

Pregnancy Counseling                      26 

Options Counseling          6 

STD info          32 

Clients who chose to carry to term          38 

Clients who chose abortion             0 

Client who chose adoption             0 

Miscarriages              5 

Clients whose results are unknown            2 

Earn While You Learn clients           8 new 

                    26 return 

Abstinence/Relationship Counsel              10 

Post abortion /Pregnancy Loss            1 

Spiritual Counsel /Gospel Presentation        7 

Total Client Visits (Jan-Dec 2012)             336 

 

curate and ade-

quate information, 

practical help, and 

spiritual guidance. Our services 

are always offered free of 

charge, and they are always 

provided in a very loving, gentle, 

and kind manner - never with 

judgment or harshness.    

Once we have done all we can 

to speak truth and provide prac-

tical help to relieve some of the 

pressures the woman feels, we 

stand in prayer on behalf of the 

woman and her child.  Because 

of our biblical approach, 80-90% 

of the abortion vulnerable wom-

en who come to Bella choose 

life for their babies.   

We would love to have you join 

us at our Dessert Gala, but 

whether or not you are able to 

attend, our hope and prayer is 

that you will put on the armor of 

God and find a way to unite with 

us in standing for life during this 

crucial time in our nation’s his-

tory.   

 

January-July Statistical Report 

A Thought from the Executive Director, Roxie Johnson 



Nurse’s Corner by Jodie Baxendale, Center Director/Nurse 
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“Even at the earli-

est developments, 

there is something 

about actually see-

ing the process of 

development that 

always impresses 

and amazes me.” 

“A window to the womb”…that is what ultrasound offers.  The chance to peek in and 

see what is usually not seen or even thought of for several months.  The effort to 

remain ignorant, and not know what is really happening, keeps some women feeling 

safe and secure in making permanent decisions.  When presented with the truth 

about what is actually happening inside her womb, there is an opportunity for 

awareness.  This is opportunity for any ignorance about the true amazing processes 

that are occurring within their womb, to then become  evident before them.   This 

evidence is personal and in real time.  Presented without commercials, lights, music 

or any fancy affair…an ultrasound, as simple as a black and white image on a screen, 

connects a mother to her baby for the first time.   

Even at the earliest stages of development, there is just something about seeing the 

actual process of development that always impresses and amazes me.  How every 

life develops exactly the same up until the 12th week and all structures necessary to 

maintain that early life are the same.  How important it is to see a nice round bright 

echo of the yolk sac.  The yolk sac is vital for the rapid growth that takes place in the 

first trimester.  This ‘powerhouse grocery store’ is necessary for allowing baby to 

double each week, up until the 12th week.  If the yolk sac remained in use through-

out the pregnancy women would have a 1.7 ton baby!  Thankfully it fades away after 

the 12th week and only the placental/umbilical circulation are solely supplying the 

baby’s growth.  

What makes one pregnancy worth more than another or deserve a chance at life 

outside of the womb?  I haven’t discovered that there is a difference, at least not on 

the part of looking into the window of the womb.  They are all new blessed life, each 

with potential.   

 Ultrasound of baby (6 week 1 day) with yolk sac. 
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I cannot think of another ministry that has known the blessings of the Lord in a greater measure 

than Bella.  As a volunteer organization, Bella has the best.  Some of our volunteers have been 

with us for more than 15 years!   The Board of Directors, our Medical Director, Client Advocates, 

Volunteer Nurse, Helpline Workers, Fundraising Committee, and Support Service Volunteers all 

serve at Bella without pay, but certainly not without reward!! 

 

Our staff is also top-notch and God-ordained for the positions they hold.  I can’t think of a better 

group of women to serve with. 

 

Bella is also blessed with faithful supporters. As a non-profit agency that is solely dependent up-

on the local church community, our donors have stood with us in good times and bad times.  And 

yes, there have been many times that we’ve had to tighten our belt over the years, but there 

always seems to be enough to get us through.  Like our volunteers, many of our supporters have 

been long term, and some have given for as long as Bella has been open.   

 

The faithfulness of God and our supporters amazes me!  When we expressed the need for shin-

gles, not only was the goal met, but it was exceeded!   

 

Of course, any ministry that is alive and well will have constant challenges and new needs.  One 

of the things that we have put off, perhaps too long, is the need of having more than one nurse 

trained to provide ultrasound.  Since we are limited to one ultra-sonographer, when she is on 

vacation or out of the office due to other circumstances, we are unable to offer medical services.  

Because we only have a 48-hour window of intervention when an abortion vulnerable woman 

presents, we recognize the need to be pro-active in remedying this situation.  Therefore, we 

would like to bridge the gap by training one, maybe two, additional nurses to perform ultra-

sound.   

 

Which brings me to how you can help at this time.  Please pray.  Pray for the right nurses to join 

our team.  Pray that we will be able to raise the funds for training the new nurses in ultrasound.  

Pray that the Lord will continue to bring in abortion vulnerable women to experience His loving 

touch, words of truth and hope, and the amazing imaginary of ultrasound, that will enable them 

to make decisions for life.  Pray about ways that you might assist us at this time, and if the Lord 

speaks to your heart in this regard, give me a call and let me know how you want to get involved. 

Blessings and Needs by Roxie Johnson 

Ongoing Client 

Needs 

Bath items/Hooded 

Bath Towels 

Baby Boy clothes/

shoes 

Diapers: Newborn, 

Size 1 and Size 2 

Baby Wipes 

Baby Powder, Lotion, 

Shampoo, etc. 

Client Requests 

Size 4 Diapers 

Diaper Bag 

Baby Monitor 

Jogging Stroller 

Infant Car Seats 

High Chairs 

Baby Swings 

Baby Gates 

Center Needs 

New digital Camera 

New Reception 

Room Furniture 

“Since we only have 

a 48-hour window 

of intervention 

when an abortion 

vulnerable woman 

presents, we      

recognize we need 

to be pro-active in 

remedying this  

situation.” 
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Celebration  &              

Memorial Gifts 

A Mother’s Day gift was  

given in honor of Kelly Hill   

by Breken & Cambree Neff 

 

A donation was given in 

Memory of Florence & Henry 

Basford by George & Ella 

Faye Diebert 

Thank you... 

 Our heartfelt thanks to all those who have blessed us with baby clothing, diapers, formu-

la, maternity clothing, bassinettes, diaper bags, swings, breast pumps, blankets, toys, etc.  

Our clients have been thrilled with all the wonderful items that have been donated to 

the Bella Boutique over the last few months and we could not be happier!  Thank you! 

 Special thanks goes to Dick and Linda Horak for not only bringing clothing and diapers, 

but for going above and beyond with their gifts of cribs, pack-n-plays, bassinets, and in-

fant car seats.  You continue to amaze us with the bounty of blessings that you bring to 

Bella for our clients and their babies!! 

 We would also like to extend special thanks to the Will and Donna Reece family for send-

ing a plethora of new baby items from Colorado. 

 We were thrilled to be one of the recipients for Countryside Church’s Day of Compas-

sion.  Josh and Marcie Horak’s small group did an outstanding job of cleaning our rain 

gutters, grounds, windows, kitchen, etc.  They also planted beautiful flowers for us and 

painted our screen door.  Thank you Countryside and each family and individual that 

helped!  You have helped to make our building a warm and welcoming place for clients 

and their children! 

 We are very grateful to Shawn Downs and UBC for giving us special discounts on labor 

and materials for our roof project.  And of course, we could not have replaced our roof 

without the very generous donors who financially supported the project by sponsoring 

squares!  We could not be more pleased with the end result and our hearts are filled 

with gratitude for each and every person that made the new roof possible. 

 Our thanks goes to Pastor Gene Bauman, Marilyn Ruediger and Joanna Soli for directing 

Thrivent Financial for Lutherans Choice Dollars our direction.   

 Thank you, thank you, thank you to each walker that participated in our 12th annual 

Walk for Life.  Due to your dedication and hard 

work, we not only reached our goal of $17,000 but 

we surpassed it!  49 committed souls raised 

$18,133 for the on-going work of Bella.  On behalf 

of the many women, men and  children who will 

benefit, thanks again for your faithful support!! 

 We are also very appreciative of the Walk for Life   

t-shirt sponsors: The Foot Doctor, J-1 Insoles, 

Zumba, and Prestige Auto; the businesses that 

blessed our walkers with the provision of refresh-

ments the day of the Walk:  Subway, Green Bean, 

and Safeway; Connection Church for providing 

children’s activities at the Walk; and Wal-Mart for 

donating roses for the very special moms and 

grandmas that participated in the event! 

 

Shown above is Bella’s top walker, Mary Ann 

Hackert, who raised $2,377.00 in pledges for 

the Walk for Life. 
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Volunteer Opportunities 

Two days after my parents found out I was pregnant my mother took me to Bella.  I was 

told I was going to a doctors appointment.  When we showed up, the staff were very 

friendly and understanding.  I first found out my mother wanted me to get an abortion 

that day.  When Jodie pulled me aside and talked to me alone I found that this was my 

decision not my mothers. I was a sophomore in high school when I got pregnant. I hadn’t 

found myself yet and I felt getting pregnant was the worst thing that happened to me.  I 

know that if Bella wasn’t there I wouldn’t have realized that beauty can come from my 

pain. I had nobody to turn to.  I felt my mother judged me and I only had one friend in 

school when everyone found out.  Jodie was the one person I knew would be there for me 

no matter what my decision was. She was honest and helped me find my way.  I knew that 

everything was going to be ok.  And Bella made me realize my son was the best thing that 

happened to me.  I took the classes Bella offered and they taught me so much. 

I don’t know where I would be today if Bella wasn’t there.  I know my relationship with 

God wouldn’t be as strong as it is.  And I can tell you right now I wouldn’t be the person I 

am today if Jodie wasn’t there to help me find my way.  I couldn’t imagine becoming preg-

nant and not having any where to go.  I feel Bella isn’t something that a community can be 

stable without.  The community needs education about sex.  The only way I can explain to 

you about how important Bella is, is to ask you, “What would you do if you became preg-

nant and didn’t have a person to turn to?  Would you be able to become a good parent 

without the support of a friend, a true, trustworthy, honest friend?”  

Written by one of Bella’s extraordinary clients! 

A Personal Client Story 

“I can’t imagine 

becoming pregnant 

and not having any 

where to go.” 

 Volunteer Client Advocate* needed beginning in November (training provided) 

 Volunteer RN* needed (to be trained as a client advocate and ultra-

sonographer) 

 Volunteer Boutique Manager needed immediately 

 Volunteers needed to clean the office every 2-4 weeks 

 Painter needed for small outdoor projects 

 Volunteers needed to shovel snow this coming fall-winter 

 

*Please contact Bella for a Volunteer Application. 



Client Impressions of Bella   

“I think you guys are dong a 

very cool thing in a very 

caring way .  I appreciate 

all your help.” 
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Before and After—Bella’s Roof Campaign 

The picture on the left shows how critically Bella needed a new roof; the picture on the right shows how won-

derful our building looks now that the job is finished.  We are extremely grateful for everyone who helped with 

the roof campaign!!   

At Bella, we routinely provide our clients with 

Exit Interview Forms that give them  the oppor-

tunity to tell us what they liked best and least 

about their visit at Bella.  Here are some of their 

unedited comments:  

“The staff is great here, helpful and very posi-

tive.” 

“I appreciate everything.” 

“The staff are very friendly and helpful!  Thank 

you very much!  You ladies are awesome!” 

“You guys are awesome, very helpful and under-

standing.” 

“Friendlyness” 

“I like Jodie so much. So kind & caring. Thank 

you. I feel so comfortable here.”   

“Enjoyed the friendly atmosphere.” 

“Bella is very helpful. The staff was very nice.” 

“Nobody judged me, they listened, and was very 

helpful.” 

“They are very gentel and kind here.” 

“May God bless your work and continue to direct 

people here who are in need.”  

“Smiling faces and lots of reassurances.” 

“Try and give as much information as possible.” 

“Very nice ladies. Thank you!” 

“Thank you. Very pleased with my visit.” 

“I loved that she (the nurse) had answers for the 

questions I had.” 

“I think you guys are doing a very cool thing in a 

very caring way.  I appreciate all your help.” 

“They were very nice and understanding.” 

“Friendly, thorough staff.” 

“They are very friendly. “  

“Very informative. Loved being able to see my  

baby on ultrasound. Very pleased.” 

“Love this clinic! Very helpful & informative. My 

nurse was really nice too.” 

“I got to see my baby move and the heartbeat. 

Made my pregnancy more real to me.” 

“This was an awesome experience for me. Thank 

you so very much!!  

“Seeing heartbeat.  Not considering abortion 

anymore. Thank you!” 

“I’m so happy on what has happened and it’s 

going to change my life! It was a miracle!” 

“Very easy to ask questions and feel comforta-

ble.” 

“All the care and love.”   
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If you would like your name 

removed from our newsletter 

list, please call  Bella at       

605-642-4140 or email us      

at info@bellapartners.org  

 

Please plan to join us at 

Bella Pregnancy Resource Center’s 

12th Annual 

Banquet and Dessert Gala 

October 24, 2013 

6:30-8:30 PM 

Holiday Inn Convention Center 

Spearfish, SD  57784 

Special Guest Speaker:  Pastor Herb Lusk 

 

For table and ticket information, please see in-

formation inside this newsletter. 

4 Life 
Stand 


