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Introduction
Who here likes Christmas? (Allow time for children to respond.) 
That’s kind of a silly question, isn’t it? Of course, we all love 
Christmas! There is so much excitement and joy during this 
time of the year. Baking cookies, drinking hot chocolate, and 
spending time with family are the best! What is your favorite 
part of Christmas? (Allow children to provide responses.) There are 
so many fun things happening that it’s probably hard to pick 
just one thing to be your favorite.

Many, many years ago, there came a great Christmas joy that’s 
better than anything else we can experience. A tiny Baby was 
born in a quiet manger in a little town called Bethlehem. Even 
though that might not seem very exciting, the birth of that 
Baby still brings us great joy today.

Just like children, adults can easily get caught 
up in the hustle and bustle of the Christm

as 
season. Buying gifts and decorating the 
Christm

as tree can be w
onderful fam

ily 
activities, but don’t forget to teach your children 
about the true reason w

e celebrate Christm
as: 

the birth of Jesus Christ. H
ere are som

e easy 
w

ays to celebrate the joy of Jesus’ birth in your 
hom

e and w
ith others.

•  Create a “Countdow
n to Christm

as” calendar 
w

ith your fam
ily. Each day, read a special Bible 

verse and talk to your children about w
hy G

od 
sent us a Savior.

•  D
ecorate handm

ade Christm
as cards for 

friends or fam
ily m

em
bers w

ho don’t know
 

about Jesus. Include an invitation to church 
and a sim

ple Bible verse that tells the G
ood 

N
ew

s of Christm
as.

A
l igual que los niños, los adultos fácilm

ente 
pueden verse envueltos en el ajetreo  de la 
época navideña. La com

pra de regalos y la 
decoración del árbol de N

avidad pueden ser 
actividades fam

iliares m
aravillosas, pero no 

olvides enseñarle a tus hijos sobre la verdadera 
razón por la cual celebram

os la N
avidad: el 

nacim
iento de Jesucristo. A

 continuación 
algunas form

as fáciles para celebrar el gozo del 
nacim

iento de Jesús en tu hogar y con otros.

•  *Crea con tu fam
ilia un calendario de ¿Cuenta 

regresiva para la N
avidad?. Lean un versículo 

especial de la Biblia todos los días y háblale 
a tus hijos sobre por qué D

ios nos envió un 
Salvador.

•  D
ecora tarjetas de N

avidad hechas a m
ano 

para am
igos o m

iem
bros de la fam

ilia que no 
conozcan a Jesús. Incluye una invitación a la 
iglesia y un versículo sencillo de la Biblia que 
hable de las buenas nuevas de la N

avidad.

Great Joy from a Tiny Manger



Getting to the Heart
That little Baby in the manger was Jesus—our Savior. But, to 
start our story today, we are going to go back to the beginning 
of time—way, way, way before Jesus was born. After God 
created our world, he put Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden. 
Oh, they were so happy there! The garden was a beautiful 
paradise. But, it wasn’t long before the devil crept in to steal 
their joy. Adam and Eve disobeyed God, and they had to leave 
the wonderful garden paradise. 

Ever since then, people have been sinning. Instead of spreading 
joy and happiness, we often say mean words and do selfish 
things. It’s easy to get caught up in a web of sins and forget  
all about Jesus, forget to pray, forget to thank him, forget to ask 
him for help. Have you ever chosen to disobey God instead  
of showing your love for him and for other people? (Allow 
children to provide responses.) Our sins make our lives unhappy, 
don’t they? 

Even though Adam and Eve sinned in the Garden of Eden, 
God didn’t stop loving them. He made an amazing promise! 
He promised to send a Savior! He remembered that promise 
and when the time was just right, God sent the most amazing 
Christmas gift anyone could ever imagine. He sent Jesus to be 
born as a baby and grow up to be the Savior he had promised. 
On the night he was born, the angels announced this Gift by 
saying, “Behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be 
for all the people” (Luke 2:10).

Now, no one can ever steal our joy! Jesus died on the cross to 
take away all of our sins. Not even the most awful sin in the 
world can separate us from God’s never-ending love. And that is 
the best part of Christmas! It’s Good News! It’s great joy!

Taking It Home
Now that you know about this wonderful joy and love from 
Jesus, why not share it with everyone you know? This Good 
News isn’t something to keep to yourself! It’s an exciting 
message to share at Christmastime and all year round. (Pass 
out the Good News, Great Joy! items you brought for the 
children.) You can use this gift to remind you of Jesus’ love and 
forgiveness. You can use it to share Jesus’ love and forgiveness, 
too! Have a merry Christmas, and enjoy the presents, the 
cookies, and the decorations. But always remember that Jesus is 
the great, joyful reason for Christmas! 
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