
 
 
 
 

The Journey Begins … 
 

Bring the blessings of the gospel and the temple to your ancestors. 
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The Journey Begins… 

HERE…NOW… 

The Journey Begins … 

Heavenly Father wants every person to have the blessings of the gospel.  Because some 
people have lived and died without ever hearing of Jesus or His teachings, Heavenly Father has 
provided a way for the gospel to be preached to them.  Just as there are missionaries here on 
earth who teach it to people, there are also missionaries in the spirit world who teach it to 
people who have died.  Those people can then accept it just as people here can. 

But even if the people in the spirit world accept the gospel, they cannot be baptized, confirmed, 
sealed, or perform any of the earthly ordinances because they don’t have physical bodies.  So 
people on earth, who have bodies, do it for them. 

In order for living people to be able to do this for the dead, Heavenly Father commanded His 
prophets to have temples built.  The ordinances performed in them are both for the living and 
the dead.  Living people do this work for the dead.  It is a wonderful plan.  Living people are 
baptized and confirmed, endowed, and sealed as families for those who have died.  In this way, 
all people who have lived on the earth have the opportunity to receive all of Heavenly Father’s 
blessings.   

Life is a homeward journey for all of us back to the presence of God in His celestial kingdom.   

Here are the meanings or descriptions of some of the terms that are used in temple work: 

Baptism for the Dead—the ordinance performed in the temple font, which usually rests on the 
backs of the sculpture of twelve oxen 

Confirmation—the ordinance, performed after baptism, that permits a person to become a 
member of the Church and receive the gift of the Holy Ghost 

Endowment—a blessing of special spiritual gifts 

Marriage and Sealing—the ordinance that joins a man and a woman and their children for time 
and all eternity 

Temple Ordinances—sacred ceremonies performed inside a temple; they include those 
mentioned above and are performed by living persons for themselves or for persons who have 
died without receiving them. 
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This section of the booklet refers you to “The Member’s Guide to Temple & Family History 
Work”.  Follow this book to 1) learn more about temple ordinances for you and your ancestors 
and 2) how to provide ordinances for your ancestors.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Then use the special CD prepared for your family to assist you in the process of 
bringing eternal blessings to your ancestors.  You will need to connect to the 
internet as this disk contains links to Family History websites. 
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For questions, consult your Ward Family History Consultants. 

My Ward Family History Consultants are: 

Name Phone Number 

_________________________________________ _______________________  

_________________________________________ _______________________  

_________________________________________ _______________________  

_________________________________________ _______________________  

For those who need help on the computer, especially with the internet, come to our Stake 
Family History Computer Site located at the Stake Center. 

Hours of the Tempe Stake Family History Computer Site: 

Family History / Genealogy Workroom Hours Of Operation 

Hours Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

9-12 Open 

12-3 

Appt 
Only 

Open  
12-4 pm 

Open 

3-5 

Appt 
Only 

Appt 
Only  
4-6:30 pm 

6:30-
9 

Open 
4-7pm 
2nd 
And 
4th 
Week 
of 
Month 

Closed 

Open 

Open 

Open 

Other 
Times 

Appt 
Only 

Appt 
Only 

Appt 
Only 

Appt 
Only 

Appt 
Only 

Appt 
Only 

Appt 
Only 

Closed Holidays 
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Start 

Identify my 
ancestors 

Update my 
records using 

Temple Ready at 
the Family 

History Center 

Update my records 
using the Internet 

IGI on 
FamiliySearch.org 

Submit my 
records using 
Temple Ready 

Perform Temple ordinances 
for my ancestors 

Start with an 
empty box/ 

pedigree chart 

Fill the box/chart 
with your ancestors 
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Finding Grandpa Oskar 

By Kathy Sowa Birdsall (a true story) 
Friend, August 2002, p. 46 

Nathan stretched, yawned, and opened his eyes. He hadn’t even 
gotten out of bed yet. Why was he so happy? Then he remembered. 
Mom had told him that they were going to do something really special 
as soon as his older brother and sister had left for school. Nathan 
got dressed as fast as he could so that he wouldn’t miss a minute. 

He ran out to the kitchen. Mom smiled at him. “You’re all ready to go! 
Great!” 

“Where are we going?” Nathan was so excited that he could hardly stand it. “Ice skating? 
Shopping? To the zoo?” 

“We’re going someplace much more important,” Mom said. “We’re going to the family history 
center.” 

“Family history center?” Nathan flopped down into a chair. “You said you were going to take me 
someplace special today. You go to the family history center every week. What’s so special 
about it?” 

“It’s time for you to find out!” 

Thirty minutes later, Mom unlocked a door at the stake center, and they walked in. Nathan had 
never seen anything like this before. The room was just like many he’d seen in their ward 
building, but this one was filled with machines, cabinets, and bookcases. 

“This is our stake family history center,” Mom said as she started turning on computers. “I do a 
little of our own family history on Wednesdays, but mostly I help other people do theirs. People 
depend on me to have the center open so that they can find their ancestors. Then they can get 
the temple work done for them.” 

“You mean this is what happens before Tim and Sherry do baptisms for the dead at the 
temple?” 

“That’s right, Nate. Before anyone can be baptized for a person, someone has to find out who 
that person is.” 

“How do they do that?” 
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“If you have a little patience, it’s not hard,” Mom said. “Would you like to find someone who needs 
to be baptized?” 

“I guess so.” 

“I was hoping that you’d say that,” Mom said. “I’m on the trail of finding your great-great-grandpa 
Oskar Pederson. He came to America from Sweden.” Mom took out a microfilm and threaded it 
in the reader. After a few turns of the handle, a chart appeared with old-fashioned writing on it. 

“Do I have to read this?” Nathan frowned. 

“You don’t have to read all the words. See this number here? That’s the 
birth year. Grandpa Pederson was born in 1885. Now, just look down this 
column until you see 1885. Whenever you do, look over here and see if the 
name is Oskar.” 

Nathan nodded. “I think I can do that. Can I try to find him all by myself?” 

“OK, Nate. Good luck.” 

Nathan started slowly turning the microfilm wheel, looking at one page after another. Some 
other people came and started working on the computers. Mom went from one to the other and 
helped them. Every so often she came back to Nathan. “How are you doing? Are you tired yet?” 

“No, I’m still looking.” 

About an hour later, Nathan shouted, “Mom, I found him!” 

Mom hurried over and looked at the bright page on the reader. “You’re right,” she said softly. 
“There he is. And look, Nathan, you not only found him, you found his mom and dad. They’re your 
great-great-great-grandparents!” 

“Wow!” Nathan touched the names on the reader with his finger. “Does this mean that you and 
Dad and Tim and Sherry can be baptized for these people?” 

“That’s right, Nate,” Mom said. “You’ve just pushed our family tree back another generation. 
These people were lost until you found them! I’m sure that they’re really happy right now.” 

“This is neat, Mom! Can I come with you the next time I don’t have school?” 

“Nathan!” Mom pretended to be shocked. “You mean this is better than skating?” 

“Much better than skating,” Nathan said. And he meant it. 
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Temple Crossword 
By Lois Thompson Bartholomew, Friend, Aug. 2002, 23 

 

You can learn about the Church’s temples and temple work by doing this puzzle. Read the 
clues, then fill in the puzzle by choosing the correct answer from the list. 
 

Across 
  1. This temple took 40 years to build. 

  5. The baptismal font in a temple rests on the backs of 12 
__________. 

  7. This temple is near the Sacred Grove, where Joseph 
Smith prayed and had the First Vision. 

  9. This ancient prophet came to the Kirtland Temple to 
restore the sealing power (D&C 110:13-16). 

12. Doing temple and family history _________ makes us 
happy. 

13. Paul talks about baptism for the __________ in 1 
Corinthians 15:29 [1 Cor. 15:29]. 

14. This beautiful temple has been rebuilt to match the one 
that burned down in 1848. 

Down 
  2. The first temple built in Canada. 

  3. The first temple built in Great Britain. 

  4. People married in the temple are married for time and all 
____________. 

  6. The Winter Quarters Nebraska Temple is near the city of 
___________. 

  8. The first temple in this dispensation was built in 
______________, Ohio. 

10. Because we ____________ our families, we want to be 
together forever. 

11. The temple in _________ was the first to be built on an 
island in the Pacific Ocean.  

 

 

Alberta
dead 
eternity 
Elijah 
Hawaii 
Kirtland 
London 

love
Nauvoo 
Omaha 
oxen 
Palmyra 
Salt Lake 
work 




