
 

 

 

Call for Proposals: Overview 

The Denver Art Museum (DAM) is seeking proposals for a summer-long installation to be located on Martin 

Plaza.  Our vision is to present a sculptural installation where the public can interact – either with the piece 

itself, or with each other.  The museum’s plaza is a well-trafficked area, located outdoors.  It serves as an 

extension of the museum – projects presented here need to be reflective of the dynamic programming offered 

inside.  Martin Plaza is also part of a larger civic center complex, serving as a gathering space and 

thoroughfare for area residents, businesses and the Denver Public Library.  The resulting project should take 

into consideration the Plaza as a communal place and its larger social functions.  A secondary consideration is 

for the piece to function as an occasional gathering spot for programs and events. Visitors to the Plaza are 

people of all ages - accessibility for people of all physical abilities is important.   

Background 

During the summer of 2014, the DAM will be showcasing several exhibitions and programs related to the idea 

of sculpture, making this project an important part of a larger suite of community offerings. The DAM is looking 

for Front Range area artists/designers/architects that can complement this program of sculpture-related 

offerings by activating the Plaza with a visually appealing, interactive work.  Teams from multi-disciplinary 

backgrounds are welcome to enter as a group.  Applicants must be able to manage both the design and build 

aspects of the project, from design and construction through installation, maintenance and de-installation.  

Applicants are welcome to submit a design under a theme, in order to emphasize the final visitor experience 

over the object/work itself. 

Another vital aspect of the project is visitor contributions.  The museum would like to incorporate visitor 

participation into some aspect of the construction process.  DAM staff can help conceptualize this portion of the 

project with the selected individual/team, however it is helpful if some element of construction is identified for 

possible contribution.  The participatory element needs to be accessible to visitors of all ages (especially 

families working together), in a short-time frame (think 1 hour workshop).  While the general construction 

process can begin before or after this event, the participatory workshops will take place on the weekend of 

June 7 and 8, 2014 as part of a family summer kick-off.  DAM staff will help organize and facilitate these visitor 

workshops.  The selected proposal is subject to final DAM approval, pending safety and budgetary restrictions, 

so collaboration and flexibility are essential.  The DAM has a budget of $15,000 for this project, which includes 

the artist fee and materials. 

Selection Criteria: 

 Creativity: The project should have a strong visual draw and celebrate the idea of sculpture and/or 

communal gathering with interactive features.  We would like the sculptural installation to entice and 

encourage visitor interaction, focusing on the resulting visitor experience.  

 Durability: The project will be located outside, open to the public.  Please take into consideration 

heavy traffic use by visitors of all ages, considering safety, typical season weather and construction that 

minimizes maintenance. 



 Qualifications:  The selected Front Range-based individual/group must work collaboratively with DAM 

staff to finalize project design and have the capabilities to successfully construct the final piece.  He/she 

must also design the project with a visitor contribution element in mind. 

 Budget: Please provide a budget breakdown for your project including materials, design fees, 

installation and de-installation time.  The DAM has a budget of $15,000 for this project. 

Restrictions: 

Due to safety and compliance with city codes, the project cannot include any structure with an enclosed roof.  

Walls that are open at the top are fine, no roofs are allowed.  In addition please take into consideration that the 

Plaza has extremely limited access to both water and electricity, these elements should not be included in the 

proposal.  Finally, as the Plaza is a public space, the work and any related parts must be secured solidly to 

insure limited damage and potential theft.  The selected proposal is subject to final DAM approval, pending 

safety, design and budgetary restrictions. 

Submission Process: 

All project proposals must be submitted electronically, in PDF format, to Jaime Kopke, 
jkopke@denverartmuseum.org by 5 pm on Friday, February 14. Projects that do not fulfill the below 
requirements will not be reviewed. Please include the following information:  

Name your submitted PDF file in the following manner: 
[artist or group name]_[name of proposed sculpture].pdf 

Cover Sheets (Max. two pages) 
 Name of applicant 
 Address, e-mail, best phone number to reach you and website 
 Title of project 
 Brief description of project (200-400 words): 

Detailing the project’s interactive elements and how visitors will be able to contribute to the building 
process. Description of how the piece is designed to withstand the elements and visitor interaction. 

 Construction/installation and de-installation plan:  
How much of the project will be built on-site? What is your timeline for install and de-install?  

Project Renderings (Max. three pages) 
Please include images of both the construction process and the final presentation of the work.  These graphics 
can take any form – hand drawing, CAD, Illustrator etc., however they must be in PDF format and should be 
clear enough to convey major design concepts, scale, materials used etc.  Any necessary info about 
construction details (connection points, how the project is secured to the ground, if necessary, weatherproofing 
elements) should also be included. 

Description of Visitor Contribution Element (Max. one page)  
Please describe the elements of construction that can be used as part of a visitor workshop.  We want visitor 
assistance to be a valuable experience for both the designer and the participant(s).  The construction 
component to be completed by visitors needs to be accessible to people of all ages (especially by families 
working together), accomplished in a short period of time and offer tangible additions to the project’s final 
construction.  DAM staff will assist in the planning and facilitation of these programs – the important part is 
setting aside a construction element that can be done in an open-workshop environment. 

Detailed Budget (Max. one page) 
Include a detailed budget that highlights expenses, which may include, but are not limited to, design fees, 
services, labor, materials, finishes, maintenance and de-installation. Please remember to budget for any 
possible maintenance costs throughout the summer. The DAM has allocated a budget of $15,000 for this 
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project, which includes the artist fee and all materials/expenses.  Additional funds may be possible to include 
the artist/designer/architect’s time for extra programming and special events during the summer.  

Bio/Portfolio (Max. two pages) 
Please tell us about your previous work, and send images of other projects you’ve done. 

Timeline:  

Friday, February 14, 5 pm: Deadline for project submission 

End of February: Interviews with finalists, requests for any supplementary information complete 

Early March: Project selected, contracts signed 

Mid-March: First meeting with DAM staff to review project 

March-May: Continued meetings to finalize designs, review progress etc. 

June 7 and 8: Install begins; visitor build workshops on the Plaza (DAM kick-off summer for families) 

Mid-June: Installation Complete 

June, July, August: Possible programming requests with designer to present/workshop 

Mid-September: De-installation of project, coordinated by designer 

Other Notes: 

 Provided Rendering and Photos 
 The DAM has provided an architectural rendering of the Plaza area.  Please note that all 

measurements should be confirmed by the applicant.  We strongly recommend a site visit(s) to 
observe the space and make any necessary measurements.  While the entire Plaza could be 
used, please take into consideration nearby businesses and organizations (i.e. Mad Greens 
etc.).  Locating the project closer to the DAM building (above the red line in the diagram) will 
ensure that the DAM has permission to use the space.  Incorporating existing elements such as 
trees, benches etc. may be possible.  Make a note of these elements in your proposal if 
necessary.  Again, flexibility and collaboration will be key in determining the final project and its 
location on the Plaza.  The DAM will work collaboratively with the selected designer/artist to 
ensure safety and coding requirements are met.  Thank you for your understanding. 

 

 Example Projects/Images 
 The education department at the DAM organizes a Tumblr page called the Denver Art Museum 

Collective.  We have found many images and examples of interactive sculptural installations 
from around the world.  We will periodically be posting images onto the Tumblr page for 
inspiration and ideas! http://damcollective.tumblr.com/ 
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