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Religion in Education 

children, ethics, faith, meaning 

Sea of Faith in Australia 

2015 Conference Registration Form 

Name(s)  ...........................................................................  

Address  ............................................................................  

 ....................................................  Postcode  ...................  

Email ............................................  Phone  ........................  

Fees – per person 

FULL PROGRAM  (incl. lunches, teas, Sat dinner) 

– Regular  $250 x ___ =  $______ 
   OR 
– Student (under 25) $200 x ___ =  $______ 

PART ATTENDANCE 

Saturday (day only) $150 x ___ =  $______ 
(incl. lunch, teas) 

Saturday Dinner    $45  x___ =  $______ 

Sunday only   $55  x___ =  $______ 

  TOTAL   $__________ 

Return registration form: 
Post to:  SoFiA  
                C/- 9 Vayro Rd  
                Blue Mountain Heights  QLD 4350  

or  scan and email the form to: sof@a1.com.au 

Payment: 

  cheque enclosed (payable to ‘SoFiA Inc.’) OR 

  EFT:  SoFiA - BSB 514 179  Acc. 1476115 

                          (QT Mutual Bank) 

(Please use your surname as reference, followed by CONF) 

Office Use Only 

Date received_______ Paymt ___ Receipt No.________ 

Religion in Education 

In nineteenth century colonial Australia, when school 
systems were being developed, the dominant ideology 
was ‘free, secular and compulsory’. This philosophy 
generally won the day. 

In recent decades, the relationship between religion 
and education in Australia has changed quite 
dramatically, in ways that are complex – and 
paradoxical. In a time when the proportion of 
Australians claiming to have ‘no religion’ has grown 
rapidly, religion and religious groups have been 
gaining an increased role in primary and secondary 
schooling. The number of children in religious schools 
has grown substantially and religious workers have 
gained much greater access to state schools. At the 
same time, governments have generally rejected 
attempts to provide children with an evidence-based 
education in religion and ethics. 

On the face of it, there does not appear to be strong 
public reaction against these changes. The groups who 
are concerned include supporters of state schools, 
secularists and progressive members of various 
religions. Many of these view events with alarm, seeing 
them as divisive at the very time when the common 
needs of a multicultural nation should be promoted. 

In this conference, participants will reflect on some of 
these changes in the religious and educational fabric, 
and the political, social and religious issues arising 
from them. Sessions will deal with: the contested place 
of religion in Australian politics and education; the 
increasingly diverse nature of the Australian 
population; the need for compulsory courses in 
religion and ethics; the control and funding of the 
various school sectors; and the national chaplaincy 
program. 

Sea of Faith in Australia 

2015 CONFERENCE 
22 - 24 May 2015 

Accommodation 
Rooms are available at the conference venue at 
conference rates. Contact Twin Towns Resort directly on 
1800-192-020 or 07 5536-2121. 
A list of alternative accommodation is available on 
registering for the conference. 

 

Twin Towns Resort 

Coolangatta  QLD 
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Ian Mavor 

Religion and Education: 

Companions or Competitors? 

Rev Dr Ian Mavor OAM is Executive 

Director of Hopewell Hospice and Paradise 

Kids on the Gold Coast. He served for many 

years as leader of the Queensland Religious 

Education Curriculum Project, where he had to confront the 

conflict between fundamentalist and liberal philosophies. In later 

years, he held senior positions in primary, secondary and tertiary 

education. 

In his many roles in religious education, Ian has worked to 

resolve tensions between interested parties. In the process, he has 

developed a deep understanding of different traditions and 

practices, and of the different kinds of ‘truth’ that underlie belief 

systems. Ian believes that students can be made aware of beliefs 

and values as human phenomena that can be studied both 

objectively and subjectively. 

 

Anna Halafoff 

Religion, Diversity and Education 

Dr Anna Halafoff is a Lecturer in Sociology at 

the Centre for Citizenship and Globalisation, 

Deakin University. Her current and recent 

research interests include intercultural and interreligious 

relations, countering violent extremism and religions and beliefs 

education. In 2011, Anna was named a UN Alliance of 

Civilizations Global Expert in multifaith relations, religion and 

peacebuilding. 

Australia is an increasingly religiously diverse nation yet this 

isn’t adequately reflected in its National Curriculum. This risks 

exacerbating processes of social exclusion. Anna’s paper will 

outline Australia’s history of cultural, spiritual and religious 

diversity. It will then discuss the findings of recent studies on 

policies and practices for teaching about religions and non-

religious world views in intercultural education. Finally, it will 

argue that Australia still has much to learn from international 

research in this field in order to provide a 21st Century education 

for young Australians, which would provide them with vital 

skills to live and work in a culturally and religiously globalised 

world.  

Peta Goldburg 

Learning about and from Religion/s 

Professor Peta Goldburg is the foundation 

Chair in Religious Education at Australian 

Catholic University.  She played a key role in 

the development of syllabuses for the 

Queensland senior secondary subjects, Study of Religion and 

Religion and Ethics.  She has written Investigating Religion for 

Senior Secondary Study of Religion (2010) and Exploring 

Religion and Ethics (2012). 

The educational challenges of a rapidly growing multicultural 

society are beginning to be felt in Australia.  Given such 

changes, it is important for students to develop religious literacy 

skills.  This address will focus on the history and development of 

teaching about world religions in Australian schools and other 

countries. 

 

Kevin Bates 

Education, Funding and Ideology: 

the Australian Experience 

Mr Kevin Bates is President of the 

Queensland Teachers’ Union. Previously he 

was a union officer and secondary school humanities teacher for 

17 years. An atheist and politically progressive, he was educated 

in the public education system and studied comparative religion 

in his first degree. 

The commitment of government to funding competing education 

systems from the public purse is unique to Australia. Following 

the defeat of the Gonski school funding model, this presentation 

will contend that the fixation on ideology over education will see 

another generation of Australian children suffer from 

disadvantage in education and therefore life: an opportunity 

squandered. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

promoting the open exploration of religion, 
faith and meaning 

Program Outline 

Friday 22 May 

6.00 Registration 
7.30 Welcome and introduction 
8.00 Ian Mavor, ‘Religion and Education: Companions 

or Competitors?’ and discussion 
9.15 Supper 

Saturday 23 May 

8.30 Housekeeping 
9.00 Anna Halafoff, ‘Religion, Diversity and 

Education’ 
9.45 Peta Goldburg, ‘Learning about and from 

Religion(s)’ 
10.30 Morning Tea 
11.00 Questions and discussion on morning sessions 
11.45 Workshop Session 1 
12.30 Lunch 
1.30  A case study in Religious Education 
2.30 Group discussion, ‘An RE Wishlist’ 
3.15 Afternoon Tea 
3.45 Workshop Session 2 
4.30 SoFiA AGM 
5.30 Drinks and Dinner 
7.30 ‘Wisdom of the Elders: Faith formation in the 

21
st

 Century’ 
9.15 Supper 

Sunday 24 May 

8.30 Housekeeping 
8.45 Kevin Bates, ‘Control and Funding of Schools’ 

and discussion 
10.00 Morning Tea 
10.30 Workshop Session 3 
11.30 ‘An RE Wishlist’, reflective discussion 
12.30 Close 

Religious Education Wishlist 

This will be a key thread throughout the conference. In 
plenary sessions and workshops, participants will develop 
ideas for a course in Religions and Ethics Education. 
Three ‘Reporters’ will synthesise ideas and present them 
at the final session. 

 

Keynote Speakers 

Cover artwork: Pamela Cain 


