
 In an environment that is rule driven, repentance signifies your willingness to be 
punished – this is not true repentance 

 True repentance is when the leaders spend time ministering and finding out what 
the root cause is. 

 

e) Discover The Real Problem 
 

 When you punishment is the ‘solution’ the issue of the heart that led you to make 
the mistake in the first place is never dealt with, and the issue of relationship and 
love is never touched. 

 

f) Produce Fruit In Keeping With Repentance 
 

 Part of repenting is dealing with the consequences in the way that you need to 
make things right. 

 

 We must give people time to manifest the fruit of repentance 
 

 1 Samuel 16:7 – (7) Man looks at the outward appearance, but the LORD looks 
at the heart. 

 

g) True Restoration 
 

 True restoration can only come through a relationship with God in which we 
come into contact with the grace of God to change. 
i. In the person who committed the sin or mistake. 
ii. In the relationship with the people affected by the action. 

 

 Galatians 6:1- (1) If someone is caught in a sin, you who are spiritual should 
restore him gently. 

 

 Restore: To repair, to adjust, to mend, to bring back to wholeness, to restore 
back to a position of honour 

 

h) Love And Relationship Should Be The Priority 
 

C. ENFORCING TRUE IDENTITY 
 

1. Accountability (Support) 
 

 Galatians 6:1 – (1) Dear brothers and sisters, if another believer is overcome by 
some sin, you who are godly should gently and humbly help that person back 
onto the right path. 
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A. UNDERSTAND WHO WE ARE IN CHRIST 
 

1. What Christ Has Done For Us 
 

a) We Are Dearly Loved Children Of Light 
 

 Ephesians 5:8 – (8) “For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the 
Lord. Walk as children of light.” 

 

b) We Are Righteous In Christ 
 

 Romans 3:24 – (24) Yet God, with undeserved kindness, declares that we are 
righteous. He did this through Christ Jesus when He freed us from the penalty for 
our sins. 

 

c) We Have Right Standing With God 
 

 Romans 5:21 – (21) So just as sin ruled over all people and brought them to 
death, now God's wonderful grace rules instead, giving us right standing with 
God and resulting in eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

d) We Are Alive To God 
 

 Romans 6:11 – (11) So you also should consider yourselves to be dead to the 
power of sin and alive to God through Christ Jesus. 

 

e) We Are Pure And Holy, And Free From Sin 
 

 1 Corinthians 1:30 – (30) God has united you with Christ Jesus. For our benefit 
God made Him to be wisdom itself. Christ made us right with God; He made us 
pure and holy, and He freed us from sin. 

 

2. What Christ Has Put In Us 
 

a) We Have The Holy Spirit And His Fruit In Our Life 
 

 Gal 5:22-23 – (22) But the Holy Spirit produces this kind of fruit in our lives: love, 
joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, (23) faithfulness, gentleness, and self-
control. There is no law against these things! 

 

b) We Are Able To Live By That Spirit 
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 Galatians 5:25 – (25) Since we are living by the Spirit, let us follow the Spirit's 
leading in every part of our lives. 

 

 We need to pray that the fruits of the Holy Spirit become part of our core 
personality as well. The more we are like Him, the more we will see things, and 
act the way He does. We need the supernatural to become natural. 

 

B. TWO ENVIRONMENTS 
 

1. Rule Driven Environment 
 

a) Rules Bring Death Not Life 
 

 2 Corinthians 3:6 – (6) He has enabled us to be ministers of His new covenant. 
This is a covenant not of written laws, but of the Spirit. The old written covenant 
ends in death; but under the new covenant, the Spirit gives life. 

 

b) Rules Reveal Our Sin 
 

 Romans 3:20 – (20) For no one can ever be made right with God by doing what 
the law commands. The law simply shows us how sinful we are.  

 

 Romans 7:7 – (7) Well then, am I suggesting that the law of God is sinful? Of 
course not! In fact, it was the law that showed me my sin. I would never have 
known that coveting is wrong if the law had not said, "You must not covet." 

 

b) Knowledge Of People’s Sin Causes Offence 
 
c) Offence Justifies Us Withholding Our Love. 
 
d) When We Remove Or Withhold Love, Anxiety Fills The Void And Then We Act With 

A Spirit Of Fear. 
 
e) When We Are Afraid We Try To Control Others 
 

 When the comfort or expectations of people are held as the primary concern, and 
when the core belief is that people who make mistakes are sinners, not sons, 
then discipline will not be administered in a Kingdom way 

 This results in: 
i. We confirm the belief that the person who has chosen sin is powerless to 

change or take responsibility for his or her behaviour 
ii. We keep love and grace to ourselves 
ii. We speak and think judgement, condemnation and death 

 

f) This Is All What Jesus Died To Get Rid Of 
 
ILLUSTRATION 
 
2. Love Driven Environment 
 
a) Led By The Holy Spirit 
 

 The love driven environment focuses on God’s heart and our hearts. There is 
true restoration and repentance in a heavenly environment. It is an environment 
of freedom, light and love that enables people to be vulnerable and transparent. 

 

 2 Corinthians 3:6 – (6) He has enabled us to be ministers of His new covenant. 
This is a covenant not of written laws, but of the Spirit. The old written covenant 
ends in death; but under the new covenant, the Spirit gives life. 

 

 Romans 5:21 – (21) so that, just as sin reigned in death, so also grace might 
reign through righteousness to bring eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 
b) Extending Love And Grace 
 

 1 John 3:1 - How great is the love that the Father has lavished upon us, that we 
should be called children of God. 

 
c) Forgiveness 
 

 Luke 17:3-4 – (3) So watch yourselves! "If another believer sins, rebuke that 
person; then if there is repentance, forgive. (4) Even if that person wrongs you 
seven times a day and each time turns again and asks forgiveness, you must 
forgive." 

 

 1 John 4:11 – (11) “If God so loved us” (that is, if God was so willing to protect 
His relationship with us, instead of protecting our relationship with His rules) “we 
also ought to love one  another” (to love one another in the same way.) 

 
d) True Repentance In A Love-Driven Environment 
 

 Luke 3:8 – (8) Prove by the way you live that you have repented of your sins and 
turned to God. 

 

 Repentance only works when the priority of the environment is heart-to-heart 
connection. 


