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“We have been the recipients of the choicest bounties of Heaven.  
We have been preserved, these many years, in peace and prosperity.  

We have grown in numbers, wealth and power, as no other nation has ever 
grown. But we have forgotten God...”  Abraham Lincoln, 1863 

 
Two significant events   
Yesterday marked the 40th anniversary of the landmark decision, Roe v. 
Wade, and tomorrow marks the birthday of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.  
Both days point to the same biblical truth:  every person, no matter their 
age or race or gender or socio-economic status…has dignity because 
they’ve been made in the image of God.  
 
Our impossibly high debt has been paid by Jesus 
“Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are  
in Christ Jesus, because through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit  
of life set me free from the law of sin and death.”  Romans 8:1-2 
  
“For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor 
demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height 
nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us 
from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”  Romans 8:38-39 
 
We’ve all messed up…we’re all sinned (Romans 3:23).  And the 
consequences of that unpaid debt are devastating (Romans 6:23).  The 
gospel is this:  When Jesus went to the cross, he paid our debt…in full! 
 
If we’re “in Christ,” having placed our trust in him and invited him into our 
lives to forgive us and lead us, we’re totally forgiven & forever loved.   
 
Just one debt remains… 
“Let no debt remain outstanding, except the continuing debt to love one 
another, for he who loves his fellowman has fulfilled the law…whatever 
other commandment there may be, are summed up in this one rule:  
‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’  Love does no harm to its neighbor. 
Therefore love is the fulfillment of the law.”  Romans 13:8-10 

Love is the greatest identifying character trait of Jesus’ followers. 
• “Be imitators of God, therefore, as dearly loved children, and live  

a life of love…” Ephesians 5:1-2; Colossians 3:14; Matthew 22:40 
• “Your love for one another will prove to the world that you are my 

disciples.” John 13:35, NLT; 1 Corinthians 13:1-3; Galatians 5:22  
 
The Dignity Gap 
In his book, Who is this Man?, John Ortberg talks about the “Dignity Gap” 
that existed in Jesus’ day…and in so many cultures since.   
 

 The world’s faulty value system The value of people to Jesus 
350 B.C.   Aristotle:  “From the hour of  Every person is made in the 
 their birth, some are marked out for image of God & has incredible 
 subjection, others for rule.”  value in his eyes.  Genesis 1:27 
 
1st century: hierarchy of beings (gods, “There is neither Jew nor Greek, 
 king, court officials, priests, artisans,  slave nor free, male nor female…  
 …and last, peasants & slaves  you are all one in Christ.” Gal. 3:28 
 
350 A.D.  Lepers are relegated to the  Gregory of Nyssa, a church father: 
 fringe of society.   “Lepers are made in God’s image.”  
 
1857 Dred Scott:  “A slave is property.” Martin Luther King, Jr. 
 (Widely regarded as the worst decision  “There are no gradations 
 ever made by the Supreme Court) of the image of God.” 
 
1973 Roe v. Wade:  “The life of an unborn    Every person is made in the 
 child can be ended by another person.” image of God & has incredible 
 (another “worst decision ever”)  value in his eyes.  Genesis 1:27 
 
Signs of hope 
• 19 states enacted 43 restrictions on abortion services last year, 

making 2012 the second most successful year for pro-life legislative 
efforts since Roe.  No legislature expanded access to abortion. 

• Legislative victories led to this cover on a January 2013 Time 
magazine:  “40 years ago, abortion rights activists won an epic 
victory with Roe v. Wade. They’ve been losing ever since.”  

• A May 2012 Gallup poll found that only 40% of Americans describe 
themselves as “pro-choice”—the lowest figure since polling began.  

 
Did you miss any of the fill-ins on the notes?   

Completed notes are available at the literature display in the Lobby, or by visiting Gracecma.org.  
You can purchase a cd or dvd in the Lobby, or download the message for free at our website. 


