
Crea ve God, we thank you for plants that bear fruits, vegetables, 
grains, fibers and flowers. Bless us with the bounty of the crea on 
that you have made, and teach us to bear good fruit in our lives 
and rela onships. Amen. 

What does it mean for us, today to be “cut off?” Is it a lost 
connec on? A friend who won’t talk to us because of a 
misunderstanding or mistake? Being le  out of a family event 
because we don’t fit in, or can’t afford the event, because we 
disagree with the opinions of others? 

Being cut off from our rela onships or our community can be 
devasta ng. We lose connec ons to safety nets, to people that 
make us joyful, people who comfort us when we are hurt, and 
so much more. In this story, Jesus describes people as 
branches of a vine, with God as the central vine. We are 
intertwined with the branches around us, we share resources 
with the other branches, and we are connected to each other 
through God at the center. 

This week, think about how you are intertwined in the lives of 
the people around you. Think about your rela onship to God. 
(Is God really at the center for you?) Then challenge yourself to 
treat those around you as if you are part of the same being, 
the same vine. Challenge yourself to build up good health and 
wellbeing in your community so that the whole vine can grow 
stronger. 

Did you miss a week?  Download inserts at our website! 
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Jesus says that being cut off from God is like death. Those who 
are cut off wither and dry up. For the people of Jesus me, the 
image of grapes and vines may have been perfect, but it is not 
always great for us now. What other images can you think of 
where something is cut off from it’s source of “life” and it 
becomes useless or dead? (a cell phone? A cut flower?) 

John 15:1‐8 ‐ Jesus the True Vine 
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 Gather Together 

+ God bears good fruit in you! Alleluia! + 

When did you feel connected to God today? 
When did you feel apart from God? 

Monday through Wednesday: 
The Harvest of God’s Love 

Isaiah 5:1‐7 
James 3:17‐18 
Gala ans 5:16‐26 

The Bible writers and Jesus o en try to connect us to the story through food 
and agriculture. Why is this an effec ve tool? How does you faith “feed” you in 
your daily life? 

Thursday through Saturday: 
Everything is New 

Isaiah 42:5‐9 
Deuteronomy 32:44‐47 
Mark 16:19‐20 

God is doing something new in all three passages. Do you feel like God is doing 
new things even today? Why or why not? 


