
d) Relationships Create Atmospheres 
 

 Psalm 133:1,3, NIV – (1) How good and pleasant it is, 
when brothers live together in unity! ... For there the 
Lord commands his blessing .... 

 

 For there the Lord COMMANDS His blessing! 
 
CONCLUSION / APPLICATION 
 

 John 12:3, NIV – (3) Then Mary took about a pint of 
pure nard, an expensive perfume; she poured it on 
Jesus' feet and wiped his feet with her hair. And the 
house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume.  

 

 Isaiah 53:5, NIV – (5) ... by the wounds of Jesus, we 
are healed 

 
PRAYER 
 
Father, help us to be a church that … 
 
1. Encourages and respects healthy personal boundaries 
2. Is willing to forgive and accept people 
3. Doesn’t categorize or condemn people 
4. Avoids using guilt and shame to motive people 
5. Puts a high value on winning lost people 
6. Sees Christianity as a journey, not a destination 
7. Believes and expects the miraculous 
8. Avoids easy answers to tough issues 
9. Is optimistic and nurtures hope 
10. Isn’t shocked when Christians struggle 
11. Has a realistic view of life 
12. Majors on building healthy relationships 
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10. Churches That Heal Aren't Shocked When Christians 

Struggle 
 
a) We Are BEING Transformed 
 

 2 Corinthians 3:18, NIV – (18) And we, who with 
unveiled faces all reflect the Lord's glory, are being 
transformed into his likeness with ever-increasing 
glory, which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit. 

 
b) Trying To Always Show “A Good Face” 
 
c) The Need To Deal With Sin 
 

 Galatians 6:1, NIV – (1) Brothers, if someone is 
caught in a sin, you who are spiritual should restore 
him gently. 

 
d) The Consequence Of Shaming The Sin 
 
e) The Principle Of “Spilled Paint” 
 
f) The Consequence Of Covering Up The Sin 
 
g) Strategic Grace 
 
 
11. Churches That Heal Have A Realistic View Of Life 
 
a) Faith Versus Wishful Thinking 
 

 1 Corinthians 16:13, NIV – (13) Be on your guard; 
stand firm in the faith; be men of courage; be strong. 
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 Psalm 34:7, NIV – (7) A righteous man may have 
many troubles, but the Lord delivers him [out of] them 
all; 

 
b) Don’t Just Sit There! 
 

 Exodus 14:13-16, NIV – (13) Moses answered the 
people, "Do not be afraid. Stand firm and you will see 
the deliverance the LORD will bring you today. … (14) 
The LORD will fight for you; you need only to be still." 
(15) Then the LORD said to Moses, "Why are you 
crying out to me? Tell the Israelites to move on. (16) 
Raise your staff and stretch out your hand over the 
sea to divide the water ... 

 
c) Biblical Solutions For The Challenges Of Today 
 

 Ephesians 6:10-18, NIV – (10) Finally, be strong in the 
Lord and in his mighty power. … (13) Therefore put on 
the full armor of God, so that when the day of evil 
comes, you may be able to stand your ground, and 
after you have done everything, to stand. (14) Stand 
firm then, with the belt of truth buckled around your 
waist, with the breastplate of righteousness in place, 
(15) and with your feet fitted with the readiness that 
comes from the gospel of peace. (16) In addition to all 
this, take up the shield of faith, with which you can 
extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one. (17) 
Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the 
Spirit, which is the word of God. (18) And pray in the 
Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and 
requests. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

12. Churches That Heal Major On Building Healthy 
Relationships 

 
a) Relationships Are Necessary For Personal Growth 
 

 All character, all fruit of the Spirit, and all maturity is 
only developed in the crucible of relationships 

 

 Colossians 3:8-14, NIV – (8) But now you must rid 
yourselves of all such things as these: anger, rage, 
malice, slander, and filthy language from your lips. (9) 
Do not lie to each other, since you have taken off your 
old self with its practices (10) and have put on the new 
self, which is being renewed in knowledge in the 
image of its Creator. … (12) Therefore, as God's 
chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe 
yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, 
gentleness and patience. (13) Bear with each other 
and forgive whatever grievances you may have 
against one another. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. 
(14) And over all these virtues put on love, which 
binds them all together in perfect unity.  

 
i. Choose To Be Renewed 
 
ii. Choose To Be Clothed 
 
b) Harmony 
 

 1 Peter 3:8, NIV – (8) Finally, all of you, live in 
harmony with one another; be sympathetic, love as 
brothers, be compassionate and humble. 

 
c) Blessing 
 

 1 Peter 3:9, NIV – (9) Do not repay evil with evil or 
insult with insult, but with blessing, because to this you 
were called ... 


