
 

WE HAVE THIS TREASURE…  
Jonathan Schaeffer May 12, 2013 

Colossians 1:24-29 (Part 4 of 12)         

 
The greatest thing about being a Christian is this:   
 

CHRIST LIVES ___ _____…  
 

Paul is so excited about this that he sort of piles up words trying to 
describe the wonder of this reality for believers.  He says… 

 This truth expresses the full message of God’s Word. 
“The commission God gave me to present to you the word of God in 
its fullness…”  Colossians 1:25 

 

 It is a secret—an incredible mystery—long hidden but now revealed. 
“God has chosen to make known among the Gentiles the glorious 
riches of this mystery…”  Colossians 1:26 
A mystery refers to truth revealed for the first time to believers who 
are part of Jesus’ newly born church.  Other mysteries:   
 The fact that Jesus is God Himself.  Colossians 2:2,9  
 The unity of Jews & non-Jews in God’s family.  Rom. 11:25; Eph. 3:6 
 The events surrounding the 2nd coming of Christ.  1 Corinthians 

15:51-52; 2 Thessalonians 2:7-8  

 
The Treasure inside… 
God is not only “for” us; he offers to live “in” us! The same God who made 
everything we see, who has always been and always will be, the same 
Jesus who lived a perfect life and loved people without ever messing up, 
that same God lives in me…in you…when we put our trust in Him! 

“The Most High does not live in houses made by men.” Acts 7:48 
“We have this treasure in jars of clay.” 2 Corinthians 4:7; Galatians 2:20 
“The Spirit of God, who raised Jesus from the dead, lives in you.”  

Romans 8:9-11; John 14:16-18,23; Ephesians 1:7,17-18; 3:8-10,16-19 

“Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who 
is in you, whom you have received from God?”  1 Corinthians 6:19-20 

The danger:  settling for a ½-Christianity  
“Jesus did not come from heaven to earth just to get us out of hell and 
into heaven—though he is the only One who can do that.  He also came 
to get himself out of heaven and into us.”  Major Ian Thomas 
 

The guarantee:  A future home in heaven   
“…Christ in you, the hope of glory.”  Colossians 1:27 
The fact that Jesus lives in me is the guarantee that I will live forever with 
him.  Romans 8:11, Ephesians 1:13-14, 1 Peter 1:3-4 
 
The goal: becoming mature followers of Christ  
“…that we may present everyone fully mature in Christ.” Colossians 1:28; 2:2 
 

“The dullest and most uninteresting person you can talk to may one day 
be a creature which, if you saw it now, you would be strongly tempted to 
worship, or else a horror and a corruption such as you now meet, if at all, 
only in a nightmare.  All day long we are, in some degree, helping each 
other to one or other of these destinations…there are no ordinary 
people.  You have never talked to a mere mortal.  Nations, cultures, arts, 
civilizations—these are mortal, and their life is to ours as the life of a gnat.  
But it is immortals whom we joke with, work with, marry, snub, and 
exploit—immortal horrors or everlasting splendors.”  C.S. Lewis 
 
The path:  recognize the difference between training vs. trying     
“To this end I strenuously contend with all the energy Christ so powerfully 
works in me.” Colossians 1:29    “Train yourself to be godly.” 1 Timothy 4:7,10 
 

 Spiritual transformation is not a matter of trying harder, but 
training wisely.  “I discipline my body like an athlete, training it to 
do what it should.”  1 Corinthians 9:24-27 

 “For me, this truth brought light to the darkness.  For the first time 
as an adult, I found the notion of following Jesus a real, concrete, 
tangible possibility.  I could do it.  Following Jesus simply means 
learning from him how to arrange my life around activities that 
enable me to live in the fruit of the Spirit.”  John Ortberg 

 Whatever training we do and progress we make, we do it “with all 
the energy Christ so powerfully works in me.”  Colossians 1:29 

 
Bibles are available near the Worship Center doors, or may be purchased at the Welcome Center  
Completed notes are available at the literature display in the Lobby, or by visiting Gracecma.org.  

You can purchase a cd or dvd in the Lobby, or download the message for free at our website. 


