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Jesus encounters a person “with a past”    John 8:1-6 
 

 Accusations from others 
 

 

 Personal Shame 
 
 

Jesus speaks to broken people    John 8:7-11 
 

“Neither do I condemn you…” 
Those are the words of assurance, the promise he makes, to 
everyone who comes in faith to him.   
“I tell you the truth, those who listen to my message and believe in 
God who sent me have eternal life. They will never be condemned 
for their sins, but they have already passed from death into life.”   

John 5:24; 3:17-18 (NLT); 1 John 1:9 
 

“…Go and sin no more.” 
Those who truly grasp the grace of Jesus know that this is the only 
reasonable response.  We leave our old ways behind. 

 
Key insights: 
 Jesus’ forgiveness precedes any work on our part to earn it.  He 

forgives the woman, and then talks about how she’s to live in response. 
 

 Whatever is in our past, however we’ve failed, God’s grace means that 
we don’t have to be defined by those failures or by our past.  Col.1:21-23 

 

 Being genuinely broken and humble over my sin is essential.   
“My sacrifice, O God, is a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart 
you, God, will not despise.”  Psalm 51:17; Isaiah 57:15; Hebrews 10:26-27 
"God will not forgive a sin you are not willing to give up. Repentance 
precedes forgiveness. You cannot ask God to forgive you for a sin you 
have no intention of abandoning."   A.B. Simpson, founder of the C&MA 
 

 If we love Him, we’ll obey him.  John 14:21-24  That’s the only logical 
response when we have gratitude for his forgiveness. 

“Repentance is the doorway to grace.  C.S. Lewis said repentance is not 
something God arbitrarily demands of us; ‘It is simply a description of what 
going back is like.’  In terms of the prodigal son, repentance is the flight 
home that leads to joyful celebration.  It opens the way to a future, to a 
relationship restored.”   What’s So Amazing About Grace, Yancey, p. 167 
 

 What does repentance look like?  Among other things, it means I… 

 Confess my struggle to a trusted counselor or friend 

 End a relationship (or job) that is leading me astray 

 Find and eliminate the triggers that precede falling to temptation 

 Build web accountability through a computer filter (see below) 
 
 

Resources to help me on the path to purity 
 

 Affiliated Counselors:  Ashley Culver, Ryan Edlind, Jamie Norton 
 Making Peace retreats (9x/year at Grace):  Friday-Sunday, Feb. 21-23 
 Men’s Accountability Group:  Fri. evenings at Grace (call office for details) 
 Setting Captives Free online Bible studies 
 Passport2Purity (familylife.com/Passport2Purity) for preteens & parents. 
 Middle School Purity Seminar (every other January), youth groups. 
  “Song of Solomon” adult class with Brennans & Chaffees (March 2) 
 Books on the topic 
 At the altar of sexual idolatry, Steve Gallagher 
 When Good Men are Tempted, Bill Perkins  
 Hope after porn: 4 women share their heartache…and how their  
  marriages were saved (free e-book at CovenantEyes.com) 
 Intimate Issues:  21 Questions women ask, Dillow & Pintus 
 The Meaning of Marriage, Tim Keller 
 Sex and Money, Paul David Tripp 
 Internet filters to guard the content coming into your home 

 Covenant Eyes – well known, easy to install.    $10.50/month for 1st 
computer, $3.50 for next.  Get $4 off/mo. with promo code "simpson"  

 NetNanny – Highly rated, easy to install.  $29.99 one-time fee.   Like 
Covenant Eyes, only works on the computer you install it on. 

 OpenDNS – free & most thorough since it   secures all devices that use 
your internet connection (you filter at the router level instead of the PC 
level).   Used by many business & educational institutions.  Takes 
some skill to install, but there are many guides to assist you. 
 

Completed note sheets are available at the literature display in the Lobby, or by visiting Gracecma.org 


