
Welcome to Latté! 

We are so glad we could share this Latté time with you!  Grab a 
cup of coffee with a sweet dessert & join us for a fun night out 
with the girls! 

We pray you will be encouraged and inspired as you listen 
to the message from Mary Schaeffer.  Don’t miss out on the 
discussion questions included in this booklet, they are designed 
to help you have a great conversation time with your friends. 

Laties Latté has been a great opportunity to invite friends, family 
or coworkers to enjoy a fun night out with the girls for the last 
ten years. 

We hope you will enjoy your night out with friends and join us 
again for our next Latté on October 10th!

Joyce Meekins, Latté Coordinator
joyce.meekins@gracecma.org
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MAIN LEVEL ATRIUM LEVEL
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Icebreaker:  If you would get to your destination at the same time, would 
you rather take a route that is shorter distance but has stop & go traffic OR 
longer distance but little traffic?

Discussion Questions:
1. We looked at the six different types of ‘crises’ tonight and said different 

people will resonate more with one or two than with the others. Because 
we are each made uniquely, we are each susceptible to different crises. 
Which of the six have you most commonly seen in people you know?

2.  When someone in your life stumbles, which reaction comes more naturally 
to you…

  “Paul’s response” (no way dude—don’t even ask about joining us again) 
or “Barnabas’ response” (absolutely--come on back!) 

3.  When you picture God’s expression when He looks at you…if we could 
see a screen on your forehead that projected your thoughts, what 
would we see? 

4. What describes your current relationship with the Lord?
 Ø Drifting away
 Ø On your way back
 Ø Following with all your heart
 Ø Still investigating/deciding what I think about it all

What did you hear tonight that surprised you or you’d like to discuss further?



The God of Second...and More...Chances
Conversations with Jesus Series

Selected Passages from Mark and Acts

The most important question
One day when they were walking together, Jesus asked his disciples, “Who 
do              say           ?” Mark 8:27. Really, it ’s a question we all have to 
answer. This year at Latte, we’ll look at Jesus’ life and conversations so that 
we are better prepared to give a thoughtful, intelligent answer to the most 
important question we’ll ever be asked.

Why some people drift away from God
Mark, the author of this book, seems to have gotten off to a good start as 
a follower of Jesus. But then he ‘ turns back.’ We don’t know why, but it got 
me thinking…

Why do people sometimes begin to follow and then fall away? From what 
I ’ve seen over the years, the reasons seem to fit into these categories:

 Ø Crisis of                …I’m not sure I                           this anymore.
 Ø Crisis of             …I               something that is out of                       
with God. 

 Ø Crisis of                     …Something happens in my life that makes me
                   with God.

 Ø Crisis of                         …I see someone who is a             
                                    of Jesus and I get confused.

 Ø Crisis of             …God made me for                          . If I don’t 
connect deeply with God, I’ll look somewhere else. 

 Ø Crisis of          …I don’t want to be                  (or worse) for my faith.

While we don’t know the details of Mark’s crisis, we do know he ‘quit.’ We 
also know Mark came through his crisis with a new determination to be ‘all 
in.’ He was met with a mixed reaction:
Barnabas ‘wanted to take along John Mark.’ But Paul ‘disagreed strongly, 
since John Mark had deserted them. Their disagreement over this was so 
sharp that they separated.’ Acts 15:37-39 
(Paul eventually came around and welcomed Mark back. Colossians 4:10; 2 

Timothy 4:11; Philemon 1:24).
 Ø People’s responses to our failures will be all over the spectrum. We 
can learn from them, but ultimately what matters is how             

                        to us. See the story of the Prodigal Son, Luke 15.

ANSWERS: you, I, am; faith, believe; want, want, bounds; emotion, angry; confusion, 
poor representation; soul, initimacy; fear, rejected; God responds

You will find Latté messages you’ve missed online at:
http://www.gracecma.org/grace-media/womens-ministry-media

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NOTES:

God’s amazing grace
Mark had to bear the consequences of his decisions—he caused tension 
between others, and missed out on all he could have been a part of. He 
no doubt had regrets. And yet his failure did not mean he was always 
relegated to being a ‘second class Christian.’ When Mark came back, 
God was eager to accept him and restore him, giving him effective ministry 
and even having him write a book of the Bible!

 Ø If I ’ve messed up, today is a great day to get back on track.  The 
LORD your God is gracious and merciful. If you return to him, he will 
not continue to turn his face from you. 2 Chronicles 30:9


