
3. Being Concerning About The Offence Of Others. 
 

 Romans 14:14-21 – …. (15) And if another believer is 
distressed by what you eat, you are not acting in love if you 
eat it. Don’t let your eating ruin someone for whom Christ 
died. … (18) If you serve Christ with this attitude, you will 
please God, and others will approve of you, too. (19) So 
then, let us aim for harmony in the church and try to build 
each other up. (20) Don’t tear apart the work of God over 
what you eat. … it is wrong to eat something if it makes 
another person stumble. (21) It is better not to eat meat or 
drink wine or do anything else if it might cause another 
believer to stumble. 

 

 Romans 14:7 – (7) For we don’t live for ourselves or die for 
ourselves. 

 

 Corinthians 8:9 – (9) But you must be careful so that your 
freedom does not cause others with a weaker conscience 
to stumble. 

 

 There is nothing to be afraid of when conflict comes up, 
just remember to use honor when dealing with it. 

 

CONCLUSION 
 

1. What Is The Top Priority Of Leadership? 
 

 To create a safe place for people to gain and keep their 
freedom in Christ. 

 

2. Why Can It Be So Hard? 
 

 The risk that is involved in extending trust to people 
knowing full well they may and will probably make some 
wrong choices. 

  

3. How Do We Create A Safe Place? 
 

 Leaders can cast the vision, but it really is our individual 
responsibility to help create a safe environment. Leaders 
can’t make the choices that are ours to make. We are all 
responsible for doing our part in contributing to our 
environment; to our church body. 

 

 Take the responsibility to learn how to draw out the dreams 
and destiny in the people we lead. 
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INTRODUCTION 
 

 Rather than holding people to a fear driven set of rules and 
hitting them while they are down, we show them who they are 
in Christ and call them up to a better place. Expressing love 
through honor is the goal. 

 

 1 John 4:18 – (18) Such love has no fear, because perfect 
love expels all fear. If we are afraid, it is for fear of punishment, 
and this shows that we have not fully experienced his perfect 
love. 

 

A. FREEDOM, LOVE, HONOUR AND SAFETY 
 

1. A Top Priority Of Leadership Needs To Be Expressing 
Love & Honor To The Ones We Lead 

 

 “Free people are the most difficult to lead.” – Thomas 
Jefferson 

 

2. Leading Free People Requires The Establishing Of An 
Atmosphere Where People Are Able To Gain And Keep 
Their Freedom – A Safe Place 

 

3. How Can Church Leadership Create Freedom And Not 
More Rules? How Can The Best Be Brought Out In People 
And Keep It At The Surface As We Deal With Their 
Problems And Shortcomings? 

 

 “There is a way to lead people into freedom in such a way 
that personal responsibility rises to the surface.” 

 

 2 Samuel 12:1-7,13 – … (7) Then Nathan said to David, 
“You are that man! ….. (13) Then David confessed to 
Nathan, “I have sinned against the Lord.” Nathan replied, 
“Yes, but the Lord has forgiven you, and you won’t die for 
this sin. 

 

 God didn’t crush David with horrific punishment and tear 
him from the throne. Instead He sent Nathan the Prophet 
to capture David’s heart with a story that removed the 
deception and brought conviction leading to repentance.  
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 The point is not to control people’s choices, but to help 
them see they have a choice to make. 

 

B. THE RISK FACTOR 
 

1. There Is Just A Little Something That Is Required For This 
To Work – TRUST 

 

  “… If a thing is free to be good it is also free to be bad. 
And free will is what has made evil possible. Why, then, did 
God give them free will? Because free will, though it makes 
evil possible, is also the only thing that makes possible any 
love or goodness or joy worth having … The happiness 
which God designs for His higher creatures is the 
happiness of being freely, voluntarily united to Him and to 
each other … Of course God knew what would happen if 
they used their freedom the wrong way: apparently He 
thought it worth the risk.” – C. S. Lewis 

 

2. The Hard Thing About Leading Free People Is The Risk 
That Is Required … The Risk Of Extending Trust To 
People And Then Having Them Use Their Freedom The 
Wrong Way 

 

3. But This Is Where We As Christians Need To Fully 
Embrace Gods Value For Freedom And Extend His Love 
And Grace.  

 

 2 Corinthians 3:17 – (17) For the Lord is the Spirit, and 
wherever the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. 

 

 If everyone were to use freedom in the way it was intended 
to be, which is to love God and one another, it would make 
things a whole lot easier. 

 

C. CREATING A SAFE PLACE 
 

1. A Top Priority For Church Leaders Should Be To Create A 
Safe Place For Us To Discover Who We Are And Why We 
Are Here 

 

 A safe place is what gets cultivated when freedom is 
expressed through love. It’s where people feel safe and 
have good connections with others around them.  

 

2. The Truth Is, God Wants This For Us!  
 

3. A Safe Place Can’t Exist Without It Being Filled With 
God’s Love, Kindness And Peace. 

 

 Isaiah 54:10 – (10) “For the mountains shall depart and the 
hills be removed, but My kindness shall not depart from 
you, nor shall My covenant of peace be removed,” says the 
Lord, who has mercy on you. 

 
4. His Presence Is A Safe Place 
 
5. God Absolutely Does Not Want Us To Live In A State Of 

Fear And Having Bad Relationships 
 

 When we don’t feel safe, fear begins to direct our behavior. 
 
6. Not Only Are People In The Congregation Led By Fear, 

But Church Leaders Can Be Directed By Fear As Well 
 
7. There Is A Proper Order For Leadership In The Church. 

When We Follow The Blueprints That God Shows Us In 
His Word, There Is Always Going To Be Good Fruit 

 

 One of the main purposes of the 5-fold is to value and 
make room for the anointing’s and gifts that are in other 
people.  

 If leaders can create an environment where people can 
feel loved, safe, and free to be themselves, then we will 
start to change the world with the Kingdom of Heaven.” 

 
D. HONOR AND CONFLICT 
 
1. Without Honor, This All Falls Apart 
 

 It takes us honoring one another even in our differences to 
create a safe place. Free people can’t live together without 
honor. This means people need to have a true sense of 
their personal responsibility in preserving the freedom 
around them. 

 
2. Will Conflict Happen? Yes, Absolutely!  
 

 Whenever people are living in freedom, other people can get 
uncomfortable. 


